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‘of his. age: 
in the Yarra district chose to fight 
this case in the Courts, I would vote to 
give them a dose of ‘Free Trade rather 
than afford them Protection solely for the 
“purpose of enabling: them to sweat their 
~ employees. 

: ca _ Mr. Buiunpety.—In carrying out, the 
_ principle of discriminating _ between 
a “married and single employees there is a 
likelihood of that. discrimination working 
0 the disadvantage of the married man. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I presume that each 


oe ered, and as the employer would be 
~ taxed so much for each employee, it would 
ue _ make no difference to him whether. his 
workmen were married or single. My 
complaint is that this particular matter 
should have been re-submitted to the 
_ whole Basic Wage Commission, and not 
to the Chairman only. It was unfair to 
_ Place on him the onus of answering in a 
- few hours all these questions which are 
80 important, 


Mr. Maxweri.—tIt Bee be well, even 
now, to submit Mr. Piddington’s memo- 
-rendum to the full Commission. 


_ Mr. TUDOR.—The Government re- 
ferred the report of the Inter-State Com- 
‘mission on Meat back to it three times. 
_ There are organizations which have been 
waiting for months, and even years, to 
' get thé@ir cases heard by the Arbitration 
Court. They are prepared to accept the 


awards of that Court. 


_ Sir Josern Coox.—There is nothing in 
that, because these very men have yt 
got an award from the Court. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I am not speaking of 
the public servants, but of such organiza- 
- tions as the employees in the clothing 
- trade, engfine-drivers, gas workers, the 
malgamated engineers, the builders’ 
labourers. The other day I introduced a 
deputation of the last-mentioned to the 
Prime Minister. Their spokesman said 
they had been waiting for about four 
years since they had last secured an award 


iG 
_» wanted a more speedy method of obtain- 
g justice. They. desired to come within 


50 that. they might obtain a direct con. 
erence with the cae das As for the 


sme asa ago that he was going to ae 
eir wee a 4s. per week,” That is 


ie the vmanitectirers - 


workman’s child under fourteen would be. 


the country. 


- from the Arbitration Court, and now they 
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matter “tbe the Gosunaned to decide; but 

the conditions under which the ie ; 
servants are working to-day are such as_ 

to have created seething discontent. The 

way in which the best “of our public ser- 

vants are dropping out and seeking better 

prospects in private spheres of activity 

constitutes a matter of grave concern, — 
When we see employees in the Public | 
Service dissatisfied, as they are to-day — 
with Mr. Justice Starke’s award, and — 
claiming that under it they will be in a 
worse position than they were eighteen 
months ago, we must be impressed with — 
the feeling that it is high time the Go- 
vernment considered the whole grave sub 
ject. 
Sir Joserr Coox.—That is quite a 
misrepresentation. The award to which — 
the honorable member has just referred | 
will cost this country £350,000. | 


Mr. TUDOR.—And the ‘Treasurer 
will say, I suppose, that that will ruin © 
When, during the discus- — 
sion of the first Commonwealth Public . 
Service Bill, I moved for the insertion of 
a clause to provide a minimum wage, the 
then Treasurer, the late Sir George Tur- 
ner, said my proposal would ruin the 
country. This is a country which seems 
to stand an awful lot of ruin without 
being any the worse off for it. I now 
ask for consideration for those who have 
been waiting for years to secure justice 
through the Arbitration Court. Is it any 
wonder that the workers should become | 
more and more restless, and be determined 
to obtain justice for themselves, when 
they learn how their toil is piling up — 


enormous profits for the employers, 
while their share—owing to the 
ever-receding value of the sovereign — 
—is getting less and less? In the 


aunual report of the Bureau of Com- 
merce and Industry for 1920, there is a 
return showing totdl issues authorized eile 
respect of new and existing companies 
from 26th January, 1916, to 31st Decem- — 
ber, 1919, together with the purposesefor 
which the issues were authorized. Honor- | 
able members will recall that during that 
period no company could increase its 
capital, and no new company could be 
formed without official sanction. During 
the period in question, the total issue of | 
new capital was more than £111,000,000. 
Of that, nearly £63,000,000 was subscribed 
in cash ; £12, 500 ,000 was subscribed by 
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the transfer to capital ae aa 
undivided profits; while more than 
£36,000,000 was subscribed by the trans-: 
fer of assets other than cash. Honorable 
members know full well that that last- 


mentioned total largely represents good- 


will. In other words, the £36,000,000 
was water, and the Warners of Aneiralin 
had to make profits to provide dividends 


upon that capital, which really had no 


existence. Now the Government are try- 
ing to rush this House into recess with- 
out giving justice to the workers. I, at 
any rate, shall not permit that course 
without vigorous protest. I have quoted 
from the figures of the employers them- 
selves. Let me now turn to the findings 
of a Nationalist Commission appointed 
by the late Holman Government in New 
South Wales to inquire into the enormous 
profits made by the coal companies of 
tnat State. The Worker, from which I 
shall quote, has turned its attention to 
three typical cases, and the statistics are 
so interesting that I quote them in ie 
as follow :-— ) 


Cee ‘3 

sO es 36 S 
District, Year. 258 =) _ g 2 bee 
Sad Ed ee oa 

Sa 2 oS 38 LS ea: 

OR Ay Sie?) i A4 4 Ay OD 

£ £ of, 
No 1— 1914| 28,006] 255,481) 12,006] 42-86 
Southern | |1918| 31,403] 293,648] 48,515|154-49 
No 2— 1914| 40,0001 118,370] 11,273] 28-18 
Western 111918) 40,000] 124,391| 25,3201 63-60 
‘No. 3— 1914] 7,427| 30,904] 952] 12-89 
"Northern 111918} 6,491} 23,735] 3,404| 61-99 


I emphasize that this was an independent 
Commission. The particulars set out in the 
table furnish eloquent reasons why the 
workers of Australia are anxious to 
secure redress of their.grievances. 

In connexion with the Basic Wage 
Commission’s findings, the Government 
deliberately stated that as soon as possible 
they would give effect to the report of 
that Commission; they said that at the 
earliest possible date they would create 
effective machinery to that end. In view 
of that promise, and in order to bring 
. matters to a head, I move— 


That the following words be added to. the 
motion :— 


“and, in ‘accordance with the definite 


pledge given. by the Prime Minister in his — 


Mr, Tudor. 


a man with a wife and three children u d 


poly seach ai Belden on 30th Oct 
1919, the Government should give et 
immediately. to the finding of oa 
mission.’ 


Mr. Poynton. “Owhak are the fin 
of the Commission ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—They are to ne 
on page 58 of the report of the. 
mission, and are as follows:— 
In answer to clause 1 of the Letters P 
1. The actual cost of living at the preser 
time, according to’ reasonable standards AR 


comfort, including all matters compris 
the ordinary expenditure of a househol 


fourteen years of age, 1s in— 


Melbourne 

Sydney 

Brisbane 

Newcastle 

Adelaide : a 
(Perth ae fe 
Hobart 


le The actual hareesonine: cost. of es 
in 1914 was— 


Melbourne ah 
Sydney jae itp 
Brisbane: Poe ala Na PEA 
Adelaide et betes 
‘Perth a ae 
Hobart 


1919 are deferred pend uty Your Exe 
further directions. . 
In answer to clause 3 of the Letters. 
the basic wage may be automatically adj 
to the rise and fall from time to time o 
ee power of the sovereign, — as 
ows :— ie 
1. It should be the duty of a Ban 
Labour Statistics, staffed. from existing 
bers of the Commonwealth Public Servi 
estimate, &c., from quarter to quarter, 
tual cost of the several services and iter 
forth in the report as tq rent, food, « 
and miscellaneous. ihe 
2. This Bureau should declare that an 
cost upon an average of prices of the 
ing four quarters of the year. ; 
3. This declaration should be reported 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court, with 


report is that, notwithstanding the 
ments made from t.me to time by 1 
able members opposite as to the 
mous increase in the cost of living 
State of Queensland, of which the he 
able member for West Sydney 
Ryan) was Premier for several yea 
have the finding of this independent 
mission, signed by every member — 
that He cost of he. in Re 


| Bayley, J. G. 
>. Bell, 


Fp Jowett, E. 


than: it is in ‘Sydney. 
Mr. SPEAKER 
- son) .—The honorable member’s 
. has expired. 
Mr. TUDOR. Then I can only express 
the hope that those who desire to do jus- 


es Sir Elliot John- 


time 


_. tice to the workers of Australia will sup- 


port the amendment witch I. have 
“moved, 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (F ranklin) [10. 34]. 
—In view of the many serious aspects of 
this question, and having regard to the 
fact that honorable members generally 
‘desire to give it fair and open-minded 
_ consideration, I hope that the adjourn- 
_ ment of the debate will be agreed to. I 
| move— 
That the debate be now ae bese 
Question put. The House divided. 


Ayes 35 
Noes 18 
Maj ority a da 


AYES, 


Jackson, D. te 
Lamond, Hector 


’ Atkinson, L. 


eps 2 A Lister, J. H. 

* Blundell, R. P. Livingston, J... 
Bowden, E. K. Mackay, G. H. 
seapruce,.5, M. Marks, W. M. 
poumvameron, D.C. Maxwell, G. A. 
Chapman, Austin- | MeWilliams, W. J. 
- Wook, Sir Joseph Poynton, A. 

se “Corser, Be Be: Prowse, J. H. 
Foster, Richard Rodgers, A. 8. 
‘eines Fowler, J. M. | Ryrie, Sir Granville 
_. Gibson, W. G. Smith, Laird 
“~~ “Greene, W. M. Stewart, Peg. 
Pio Gregory, TH. Wise, G. dn 
pmGroom, : L.: EK. Tellers: 
7 Higos, W. G, Burchell, R. J. 
Poet) NV. ©. Story, W. H. . 
aa ae NogEs. 

Brennan, F. Moloney, Parker 
tiers, J. EH, Riley, FE. 

4 Charlton, M.. Ryan, T. ee 

Considine, MAP, | Tudor, F. 

- Cunningham, L. L, Watkins, D 

Fenton, J; BE: West, J. HE. | 

Tellers: 

A ; Mahony, W. G. 

MeGrath, B.C. Mathews, J. 

Us Pars. _ 
Beaty Sir Robert, ) Maloney, Dr. 


Pi Giashes, WwW. M. 
Marr, 6. W.. C. 


Wihazzarint, HP, 
Nicholls, S. R. 


McDonald, C. 
ay, bee Blakeley, A. 
ha ek ae es 


Commision s Report. “T06t : 


INDUSTRIAL PEACE BILL - 


Mr, GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- os 
ter for Works and Railways) f10. ae 
I move— . 


That this Bill be now read a second time. in 


In section 14 of the principal Act there | 
is no express provision in regard to the — 
decision of the majority of a Special — 
Tribunal being the decision of the — 
Tribunal, nor is there any express ae Ol 
vision as, where the members of a 
Special Tribunal are equally divided, the 
opinion of the chairman shall pre- 
vail. It is quite possible that the 
section would be interpreted by a Court 
in. accordance with the terms of the . 
amendment. which we now propose to 
make; but, in order to prevent any pos- 
sible controversy on the point, the wel 
vernment have introduced this Bill, 
which it is provided that— | 

Section 14 of. the Industrial Peace Act 1920 
is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following sub- -section :— 2 

(3) “At meetings of a Special Tribunal the . 
opinion of the majority shall prevail; and 
where the members of the Tribunal present are 


equally divided in opinion, the opinion of the 
chairman shall prevail. 


“ (4) Two-thirds of the members af a Special | 
Tribunal shall form a quorum.” 


I ask the House to deal with the Ban at: 
once. 


Question resolved in the afta 


Bill read a second time, and passed. i 


| through all stages without amendment. — 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Bastc Wace Commission's Rerorr— 
Lerrer Carriurs, SYDNEY Post Orrtcr.. 
Motion (by Sir Joserr ae Pe 
posed— cae 
That the House do now adjourn, | aos 
Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [10. 4a} ‘ 
1 rise to ask the Acting Leader of the 
House (Sir Joseph Cook) whether, be- 


fore the \House rises for the Christmas vi 


vacation, an opportunity will be, g:ven. ve 
honorable members to proceed to a divi- | 
sion on the amendment which has been 
moved this evening by the Leader of the — 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) on the motion by — 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) for 


the pr-nting of the report of scat Basic 


Wage Comerisnian. 


— 


7068 Water ehicrote 

Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [10.45] Ha 
wish to direct the attention of the Post- 
master-General (Mr. Wise) to the con- 
ditions under which the letter-carriers 
work in the Sydney Post Office. I was 
in the office the other day when 200 let- 
ter-carriers were working shoulder to 


shoulder in a room which has neither 


On’ ‘the. 


ventilation nor natural light. 
same floor there is a large room called 
the old despatch room, 110 feet by 40 
feet, with a second floor, the third of that 
size, which has been standing idle for the 
past five years. Surely there must be 
some gross mismanagement when men 
are herded together under such unhealthy 
conditions while there is so much space 
available. If those rooms were let they 
would, in such a situation as Martin- 
place, ‘command a rental of at least £100 
a week, and yet they are permitted to 
remain unused for years. 

Mr. Wisze.—I shall make inquiries into 
the matter. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) [10.48].— The honorable 
member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
asks whether, before the House rises for 
the recess, a decision will be come to on 
the amendment which has just been moved 
by the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) in reference to the basic wage. 
I can only say that I hope a decision 
may be reached, and that to-morrow. 

Mr. Ryan.—But if not reached to- 
morrow we may sit on. We are all 
anxious to come to a decision. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m. 


Senate. 
Friday, 26 November, 1920. 


The Present (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 12 noon, and 
read prayers. 


WAR GRATUITY. 
Case or OCaprain STRASBURG. 
Senator GARDINER.—TI ask the Min- 
ister for Defence whether it is a fact that 
Captain Strasburg, who piloted the 
» Berrima, and did useful work, which was 


2 
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the capture of many Eanes ‘hoot 
connexion with the Expedition to Rabat 
has been refused war gratuity, the rea- 
son given being that he was not a mem- 
ber of the Australian Forces ? 


Senator PEARCE.—T regret that I 
not in a position to answer the honorabl 
senator’s question off-hand. I am aware 
that there has been some correspondence 
in regard to this case. If the honora 
senator will put a question on the su 
ject on the paper, I will undertake t 
have the matter followed up, and a reply 
forwarded to him later. 

Senator Garprner.—The _honorabl 
senator undertook to do that once, 
fore when JI placed the facts before hi 
but I received no reply. Aree 


PAPERS. s 
The following papers were presente d: ne 


Defence Act and Naval Defence Act—Regu 
lations Amended—Sitatutory Rules 1920,” 
222-223. j : 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 


REportT ON PURCHASE OF SAWMILLS AND 
TimpeR AREAS, 


Senator J. D. Miuuen, on behal Gf 
the Public Accounts Committee, pri 
sented an interim report on the p 
chase of sawmills and timber areas 
Queensland, ; 


BASIC WAGE. 


Senator GARDINER.—Is it rth 
tention of the Minister for Defence 
give the Senate an opportunity of discuss 
ing the report of the Basic Wage Commis- 
sion before we adjourn for the recess? 
it the intention of the ‘Government. 
concede to the Public Service, at any 
rate, the basic wage recommended by t 16 
Royal Commission which they appom 


on the business- paper for the printing ° 
the Estimates and Budget pepenais : 


has not yet completed its labours, Tq 
pose to give honorable senators who 1 
wish to discuss any particular matte 
which a regard as of importance, | 

on the motion to. whi rf 


x 
oat 


“mended by the ‘Royal _ Commission, the 
_ Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) made a 
statement on the > subject in another place, 
which I repeat here. The Government 
__. have not had an opportunity to fully con- 
Teen sider the report of the Basic Wage Com- 
mission, and the memorandum presented 
Wh by Mr. Piddington. They propose to 
‘consider, not only the general application 
of the basic wage recommended, but also 
its bearing on the basic wage now paid to 
_ the Public Service of the Commonwealth. 
Senator BaxwaP.—Will copies of the re- 
port of the Commission be available to 
_» honorable senators during the recess? 

i ‘Senator PEARCE.—There is a_ suffi- 
cient number of copies of the report now 
printed for. circulation amongst members 
of this Parliament, and they will be at 
- ondée circulated. 


- NEED FOR INCREASED 
PRODUCTION. — 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 


sf Senator LYNCH ca ask the Minister 
NY Sor Defence whether, in view of the pro- 
ee he made to the Senate that an in- 


~ 


rural industries, particularly gcld-mining 
' and wheat-growing, that promise will be 
Cie effect. to during the coming recess. 


- Senator PEARCE, —I informed Senator 
¢ BO heach that the Government were not op- 
~. posed to an inquiry into these matters, 
but would not bind themselves to the 
- form of inquiry. On the day following 
the discussion of the honorable senator’s 
‘motion, I obtained a copy of his remarks 
and, the promise I made by way, of inter- 


olor (Mr. - Hughes), fae his 
attention to the promise I had made, and 
ae him, as head of the Government, 
! early consideration to that 


Senator R. 
_ Arising out of the answer to Senator 
_ Lynch’s question, I should like to know 
whether it is intended that the inquiry 
Il be confined to wheat-growing and 
Id mining? Why should it not be ex- 
nded to mining for other minerals? I 


as tot 


leve that i in the State of ‘Tasmania there 


Se ator a ORs —Yes, 


Wak 


and of tin, cop- 
d. almost every. ‘other mineral. 


Ot heskion, of “ihe. oe wage recom- 


‘quiry will be held into the conditions of — 


STORRIE GUTHRIE. 


Senator Panne. bie. ‘the “hanonaele:| | 
senator will look at my statement, ‘he will 
see that I said that the Government. would © 
not be bound by the terms of Senator _ 
Lynch’s motion as to the form of the in- — 
quiry that would be made. There is no 
reason why the matters to which Senator — : 
Guthrie has referred should not be con- i 
sidered. Ls 

Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE ie 
Several representations have been made — 
to me concerning minerals in the TO. 
nell Ranges, and if we are to have an’ 
inquiry into industries, we should con- 
sider, not merely the growing of wheat 
and mining for gold, but the growing oe 
barley . and other products, and aa i 
for other minerals. 


Senator BAKH=aP. May I ask he 
Minister for Defence, in connexion with — 


his reply to Senator Lynch, whether he 


will recommend to the Prime Minister 

that any individual, or the members OF. 

any Commission appointed to make the 

promised inquiry, shall be selected from 

Parhamentarians, so that members of this 
Parliament may later, on the presentation © 
of the report of the proposed Commis- 
sion, be in a better position to perform 

their own work as the result of a verdict 

arrived at by persons with Bek eine! 

equal to their own? 


Senator PEARCE.—I have not com- 
mitted myself or the Government to the. 
appointment of any parti@nlar form of 
Commission. I can promise Senator 
Bakhap that, in connexion with the con- 
stitution of the body appointed to make 
the promised inquiry, his suggestion will © 


be brought under the notice of the Hen 


of the Government. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. ie s 
Motion (by Senator ne agreed 


—to— 


That leave of absence be paliied ite Ee 
member of the Senate from the determination ~ 
of the Senate’s last sitting in the year 1920 
to the date of its first sitting in the year tas a 


JERGER CASE. 
Derciston or Mr. Justice Sranks, 


On notice of motion, private member? ein 
business, in the name of Senator Gar-— 
diner, being called for postponemens or 
re- arrangement, na te 


7070 Budget (1920-21). 

‘Senator Garprner.—Should I be in 
order in moving the suspension of the 
Standing Orders to enable me to move 
my motion now $ 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—The honorable senator may 
do so. 

Motion (by Senator GARDINER, ) pro- 
prosed— 

That so much of the Standing and Sessional 


Orders be suspended as would prevent me from 
moving my motion, 


The PRESIDENT.—There being 110 
seconder for it, the motion lapses. 


BUDGET (1920-21). 

Debate resumed from 17th‘ September 
(vide page 4722), on motion by Senator 
E..D. MinLen—— 

That the Estimates of Revenue and Expen- 
diture for the year ending 30th June, 1921, 
and the Budget-papers, 1920-21, laid on the 
Gable of the Senate on the 16th September, 
1920, be printed, 

Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [12.10].—I have not very much 
to say on this motion, although it is one 
upon which there is ample room for dis- 
cussion of any matter of importance. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—That is not so, since the 
Estimates and Budget-papers ‘have been 
dealt with. If the honorable senator will 
permit me, I shall explain the position. 
This motion has always been submitted 
in the Senate to give honorable senators 
an opportunity to initiate a general de- 
bate similar to that which takes place 
in another place on the Budget. The 
purpose has been to enable honorable 
senators to discuss all the items contained 
in the Budget, as is done in another place 
in the discussion of the Financial State- 
ment. But I point out that the Budget 
has now been fully dealt with in the 
Senate, and it is not competent to have a 
second discussion on the same subject dur- 
ing the same session. There is no rule 
better known than that. Honorable sena- 
tors will see that, in speaking to this mo- 
tion now, the only question that can be 
discussed is whether the Estimates and 
Budget-papers should, or should not, be 
printed. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—tThe ruling just 
given blocks me from bringing up a mat- 


ter of the greatest importance to the 


Senate, and, therefore, I refuse to say 
more at this stage. But on the motion 


[SENATE.] 


‘The honorable senator cannot raise a di 


Basie Wage. 


for the adjournment oe the Senate 
speak, sir, to a matter between ag | 
and me and a third Pane I sh | 
out. : 
Senator GARDINER South — 
Wales) [12.12].—I wish to offer‘as a good 
reason why the Budget-papers should not 
be printed the fact that they do not 


present Government. 
Minister for ee will agree 
me | 

The PRESIDEN T (Senator the Hon 
T. Givens).—Order! The honorable 
senator is not in order. The matter 
which he is referring might have 
gone into fully on the other occasion 
upon which the Estimates and Budget 
papers were considered by the Senate 


cussion on a matter of that kind on the 
motion. now before the Senate witho 
contravening my ruling; but, as Senato 
de Largie has just indicated, he can sa: 
what he desires on the motion for the ad 
journment of the Senate. 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
Minister for Defence) [12.13]—I dk 
wish Senator Gardiner, or any other 
orable senator, to be under the im 
sion that in making the statement I 1 
just now I was aware that the Presi 
would rule as he has done. 
lutely unaware that he would do so. 
order to honour the promise I gave 
honorable senators, that they should | 
an opportunity of discussing the re 
of the Basic Wage Commission, I pre 
pose to move the discharge of this Orde 
of the Day from the paper, and to follo 
that up by submitting a motion for the 
printing of the report of the Basic \ 
Commission and the memorandum of Vir. 
Piddington. I move— R 


BASIC WAGE. 
Senator PEARCE (Western Austral 


the memorandum of Mr. 
panying the report, be printed. | 
I submit this motion in order to give hot 
orable senators an opportunity to expres 
their views on this subject if they des 
to do so. I can only repeat what I 


Me Pkt moe the Bp eae a accom- 
-panying memorandum, to say what atti- 
a tude they intend to adopt on the report 
as a whole. 

‘Senator Crawrorp. —Honorable sena- 
tors have not yet seen the report. 


Senator PEARCE.—wNo. I have. seen 
a copy, but I here mot had time to read 
; rk eit 
Senator Hae, ——Has net Professor 
He F Sibtmne issued a report of his own? 


Senator PEARCE.—I did not know 
anything about that. The report was 
_ placed in the hands of the Prime Minis- 


only one copy was available. Other Min- 
‘isters were not supplied with copies until 
_ the following Wednesday, when they were 
_ distributed at a Cabinet meeting at noon. 

Honorable senators are aware that Min- 
_ isters’ time has been very fully occupied 
_ Since then, and, consequently, it would be 
a foolish if the Gévernment professed to be 
re un in a: position. to come to any decision, 


-yeryv careful consideration, The Prime 
‘Minister (Mr. Hughes) has already made 
ib quite clear that the claims of public 
servants will receive immediate attention. 
But that, too, is a matter that must be 
‘considered from every point of view, be- 


basic wage and whether’a married al- 
- lowance should be granted must affect 
the whole community. 

Senator R. Srorrre Gururie.—Is there 
any truth im the Argus report that the 
Prime Minister made a certain statement 
in Sydney ? 

Senator PEARCE.—I have no know- 
ledge of the matter, and I do not know 
if such a promise was made. That is all 
yi feel T can say at this juncture, but, as 
_ other Eeracle senators ney. Lie to ex- 


New South 


not to trans- 


‘in the rep ao 


‘ens).—It is impossible for me to 
3 e at fe peter whether the 


ter (Mr. Hughes) on Sunday last, when — 


because the document is one that needs — 


cause the decision given in regard to the. 


PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


Senator GARDINER. he a tae a 
should have an opportunity of dealing 


dum accompanying it be printed. 


so, I shall have to avail myself of the 


opportunity on the motion - for ss ade) ; 


journment. 
A basic wage for the different Bates): 


has been arrived at by men well quale 


fied to make a thorough investigation, and — 
who took ample time ‘to make the inquiry © 
as complete as possible. 
really a living wage in Australia for a 
man, his wife, and three children, there 
is room for considerable difference of 
opinion and lengthy discussion. In an 
case of New South Wales, the State which ~ 


all ‘he circumstances, 


be considered excessive. Anyone who 


knows Mr. Piddington, and has had an 


opportunity of judging his great ability 


and the industry he brings to bear | 
upon any work he undertakes, must ad- 
mit that the decisions have not been 


reached without mature consideration. 
Senator R. Srorrizt GuTHARIE. 


the honorable senator refused to put him 
on the High Court Bench. | yee 


Senator GARDINER.—1I do not Lae 


why I should be interrupted by stupid 
interjections of that character. 


Court ‘Bench, but resigned. 
Senator R. Storriz Gurarie. Wye 


Senator GARDINER.—I do not know 
why I should be asked to go into that 


question, but the mere fact that the Go- 


perninont cons'dered him a man possess- 
high 


ing sufficient ability to occupy a 
judicial position should be sufficient. to 
prove that his qualifications cannot ‘be 
questioned. He resigned of his own voli- 
tion because of certain criticisms, 
being a somewhat sensitive 


8, and, 


with matters that are not in any way 
connected with the Public Service on the 
motion that the report and the memoran- 
LE the. 


sige init Orders do not permit me to do 


As to what is a 


I represent, Mr. Piddington and his col- :- 
leagues have fixed a rate which, under ; 
T do not think’ Cane. 


“Apa 


Mr. i 
Piddineton was appointed to the ee 


strung man, he did not feel disposed to 


take the position when his appointment 
‘did not have the support of those asso- | _ 
After mature con- 
siderat‘on and close investigation, Mr. 
Piddington and those associated with him 
have decided that £5 17s. is necessary to ~ 
support a man, his wife and three chil- — 
In the State eee 
of Queensland, where there Is a Laboun 


ciated with him. 


dren in the city of Sydney. 


Government, and where, in consequence, 


¢ 


Basic Wage. 


the cost of living is cheaper, a somewhat 
lower rate has been fixed. The Parlia- 
ment and Government of this country 
have to face the fact that the workers 
in Australia, whether in the Public Ser- 
vice or not, have, for a considerable 
time owing to the increased and ever 


increasing cost of living been ‘faced 


“with great hardship, and have been 
living or existing I know not how. 
sure that honorable senators wonder how, 
under the grave conditions which prevail, 
a working man with a family of more 
than three children can possibly exist. 
The experts appointed by the Government 
to inquire into this matter have recom- 
mended what they consider a basic wage 
for the maintenance of a family of three. 
I realize that at the first ‘glance the 


amount seems large compared with the’ 


wages of a few years ago; but, in com- 
parison with the cost of living before the 


‘war, the amount is exceedingly small.~ 


My advice to the Government—which I 
hope they will accept, as they will not 
have the opportunity of taking advantage 
of it for some months—is that if they 
have the power to enforce a basic wage, 
they should give effect to it at once. 
They have authority to apply it to the 
Public Service, but I advise them to 
face the’ situation boldly, and tell the 
workers of the Commonwealth that they 
do not expect them to live on a wage less 
than that recommended by the Commis- 
sion, 

Senator RowrEtit.—Would it not mean 

that they would be actually_aforse off 
than at present ? : 

Senator GARDINER.—I know there 
are great dangers of ills that might ac- 
erue from what I take would be the logi- 
cal consequence of what the Government 
should do. If the Government desired to 
ascertain a basic wage by appointing a 
Royal Commission, and have practically 
pledged themselves to give éffect to the 
Commission’s recommendations, it is time 
for them to act. What is the use of 
calling expert evidence if it is to be en- 
tirely disregarded? This is by no means 
a party matter, but one of grave im- 
portance to the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia. We have been told that it will 
spell ruin and disaster to the industries 
in Australia. That may, or may not, be 
so. But, from opinions one may form 
from a casual perusal of figures or from 

~mose reading of Knibbs, the wealth of 
_ Australia is so divided that 85 per cent. 


[SENATE] - 


I feel . 


family in reasonable comfort. 


eo 


. Basic Wage. « | 


of the wealth is in the hands 
cent. of the people: ae aa 
Senator R. Srorriz Gutariz.—That is — if 
not so. Ree 
Senator GARDINER.—Then 
must be wrong. I do not make st ce 
ments in this Chamber without fortifying ~ 
myself by obtaining accurate informa- 
tion. I do not suggest that the wealth ~ 
should be taken from those who pos ss < 
it, but that the earnings of workers — 
should be more equitably distributed, 
that many who are now merely existi 
should have an opportunity of living in 
reasonable comfort. ie 
in answer to a question, the Minister 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) admitted 
that the employees in the Public Ser- 
vice, 


of 15 


including married men, We 
recelving £3 12s. per weeks 
that is the rate in a city such: 


Sydney, where the bare cost of © livin 
according to the report of the Com 
mission, is £5 17s. per week, thes 


have either been living on their capita 
or getting into debt in order ‘to giv 
their services to this rich Commonwealt 
Facts like these have to be faced, and 
is no use endeavouring to allow this d 
cussion to drift in such a manner + 

no good can be accomplished. If mi 
ried men in the Public Service are 
ceiving £3 12s, or £3 13s, a week, 1 
time drastic action was taken. Thi 
is not an honorable senator, I am su 
who would wish a public servant to 
employed at a wage or salary that 
insufficient to maintain him and his 
If such 

the case, it is imperative that the 
vernment, which is controlling the li 
conditions and destinies of such a la: 
number of men, women, and childr 
should immediately remove the re 
grievances which exist. For some time 
past I have watched the growing a 
tion in the Service, and I believe that ot 
Commonwealth employees are quite justi- 
fied in bringing their case before the 
people in an effective manner. It | 

been said that the position of pu 

servants is to be brought before the pul 
lic by displaying facts and figures om pi 
ture screens; but I do not believe im 

that. Are the Government aware of 7 Has 
fact that married men have been com- 
pelled to maintain their families on the 

capital or run into debt, because they 
are not receiving sufficient from their 


ie Peer: a such Pe cee Mideter. 
i Senator J. D. Mitten.-™And find the 
money. 

Senator GARDINER. ves, and ead 
the money. But, while that is being 
done, the Government must be held re- 
"sponsible for the conditions which pre- 
vail. Let me show the difference there 
_ is between the public servants, or the 
employees of the Commonwealth, us I 
prefer to call them, and outside em- 
ployees. 

Senator ea aee —The honorable sena- 
. tor’s allegations have no foundation, be- 
cause yesterday I laid on the table of 
“ the Senate the reports of twenty cases 
_ beard in the Arbitration Court in which 
_ claims were made. : 

Senator GARDINER. Lathe position 
“of persons engaged in the Public Service 
ig entirely different from that of those 
in private empley, ‘different from, say, 
that of a clerk in a warehouse, hecausé if 
the latter’s earnings are insufficient for his 
needs, he may employ his leisure hours 
aby. making up income tax returns or 
doing other work, and thus add to his 
Po eimeome. 

Senator R. Srorrre Gurarte. Bit I 
‘: “thought you were an eight-hours man. | 
Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
“ (san itor may think what he likes. Usually 
he thinks in such a confused and stupid 
manner that it does not matter much 
what he thinks. He would be well ad- 
vised to remain silent when another hon- 
% _orable senator is endeavouring to address 
~ himself to a serious subject. I have to 
admit that frequently I lose my tempér 
in this Senate because of stupid interjec- 
tions, and I think that: when we are deal- 


hy el... GARDINER. —I know the 


emper will take me off a subject which 
A ara es to deal with in my 
f -and which he has not oe 


* ne with a, matter of such a serious nature 


honorable senator is thinking that my 


ie Basie Wage. 


man. 
Senate works, for I find that, during the 
whole of this session, the average is a 


little less than three hours for cach 
sitting. 


Senator J. F. Gururir And some - 


honorable senators are not here very often 


either, id 
Senator GARDINER. —(Quite so. ON 


- notice that the honorable senator is one . 
few who live in Melhor a 


of the very 
and ateend fairly regularly. 


Senator J. F. Guruariz.—t do not, live 
in Melbourne. 


Senator GARDINER. —No; but 
honorable senator is within easy distance — 
of the city. 

But let mesreturn to my subject. 
ordinary times, I would not approve OL 
public servants: accepting outside employ- 
ment in their leisure hours; but if, by 
means of regulations, or the conditions of | 
employment, our public servants are nob 
properly treated, we are, I think, bound 


to give them that opportunity. We are. 
bound to see that they are not sweated. 


Now this Commission, after a searching 
inquiry into the cost of living, has come 
to certain conclusions as to the basic wage 
of the Commonwealth. Surely ES 
senatcrs realize what a great, amount of 
mental unrest there is among those in the 
community who are not getting sufficient 


to maintain their families in comfort. si) 


hold that the payment of the basic wage 
will not. have the serious effect that some 
people imagine it will have, 
increased purchasing power given to the 


whole community will add to business in i 


every direction. 


Senator FArRBAIRN.—It will imohaane 
That ds” te | 


the prices of commodities. 
trouble. 


I Ene che hoe ‘sahil ee 


eo 


a » 


because the | i‘ 


Senator GARDINER.—It will increase i 


the purchasing power of the people, and 
therefore it will increase the returns, of 
people engaged in business. Seni 

Senator J. F. Gururiz.—It will nearly 
double the cost of production. 


Senator GARDINER.—If I were given 
unlimited power for one day, I would — 
decrease the cost of production by 25 per 
cent, 
low me? 3 

Senator J. F. Gururim.—If you could 
do that, I would. 

Senator GARDINER.—I would _ de- 
crease the cost of production simply by 


FRE a eis nie, 


Would the honorable senator fon ‘“ 


wate eye Tarif, and ae it pos- 


sible to obtain the necessary machinery 
for production at lower cost. This would 
bring down the cost of production, 
"Senator Crawrorp.—But agricultural 


machinery is dearer in Free Trade coun- 


tries than in Australia. 

Senator GARDINER.—I would like to 
know where these Free Trade countries 
are? 

Senator 

one. 

Senator GARDIN ER.—Does the hon- 
orable senator say that New Zealand is 
a Free Trade country? I lived there 
some years ago, and I know what high 
Protective duties are imposed. 

Senator Harie.—Not on agricultural 
Machinery. 

Senator GARDINER.—I merely re- 
ferred incidentally to the enormous bur- 
den placed upon production by the im- 
‘position of Customs duties. Only a 
month or two ago there’ was a statement 
in the press that the Customs charges on 
a shipment of hats from Italy were so 
high, based upon the present rate of ex- 
change. that the importing firm would 
have been Ianded in a heavy loss if they 
had passed entries for the goods. 

Senator Lynca.—Does the honorable 
senator seriously contend that the aboli- 
tion of the Tariff would make it Pore 
to pay the basic wage? 

“Senator GARDINER. contend that 


Harut.—New Zealand, for 


. would enable the people to get cheaper 


commodities and so reduce the cost of liv- 
ne: 

Senator R. Srorrizs Guturiz.—What 
would your leader in the other place 


(Mr. Tudor) say if we abolished the duties 


on hats? : 

Senator GARDINER.—That does not 
count. We want to face the facts. I 
say that the Government have added 
enormously to the cost of living by high 
Customs duties in a new Tariff, which, so 
far, Parliament has not had an oppor- 
tunity of discussing. I realize that, when 
we start a discussion on a question hike 


this, some honorable senator is bound to 


say that increased wages must, of course, 
mean an increased price for commodities, 
and that there is no end to, and no way 
out of, a very serious position. I believe 
there is a way out. 


to do the impossible, and maintain their 
families on insufficient wages, then the 
fend to that form of government which 


< oo He, i ss we 


_sioners, about whose ability and int 


: I believe that if the 
great masses of the people are expected | 


come ; Gy as an  honorabl 
know, Governments exist only with 
consent of the governed. As oth 

orable senators desire to speak — 
subject, I have no desire to p 
remarks. TI urge the aversion ee ce 
the situation in a. manly way, to t 
people in Australia that the 


there can be no doubt, have made | 
tain recommendation, ‘and that the 
tend to adopt it by paying the P 
Service, without any further delay. 
full amount set out in the repori 4 


on of the report with the 
allowances ? 


Senator GARDINER. me mean 
basic wage as generally understooc 
have not had time to give considera: 
to the complicated method suggest 
the Commissioners, and to which 
Minister has drawn my attention. 
‘agen results Sas tric, in some ( 


hat Pie, has Tieae our exper: 
throughout the Commonwealth in 
to all other matters. The Gove. 
should pay the full basic wage, th 
their own time to work out the pro 
and, if necessary, keep Parliament 
ting until the matter has been deal 
to the satisfaction of the Public 
and the rest of Australia. Cae 


Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victor 
[12.43].—I am encouraged to say a w 
or two on this important subj 


Senator abr onie! S remark that othe . 


is 6 des ee every person in the 
monwealth receives a sufficient w 
enable him to live in decent comf 
This question wants consideration, 
only by the Government, becaus 
have power to deal only with the 
Service, but by all sections of the 
munity. The Prime Minister (Mr. Hu 
enon summon. the hon Miers con 


tions of nee ae are e many, ‘Se 
Gardiner has just told us that 1 
cent. of the people of Australia own | 
oe cent. of the wealth. I Ril isis 5 


heat feos sthsebicad 4 purposes, | 
ica is megarded as yer mimes ain 


ale } 


we ustralian ‘Mutual Provident Society, 1 
think, includes about 40,000 individuals, 
yi 80, is it likely that the fioures as to the 

i “percentage of wealth owned by 15 per 
cent. of the people of the Commonwealth 
are rather inflated? , The whole trouble 
- wants sifting to the bottom, and bits can 
- only be done, in my judgment, by a con- 


‘There are tremendous difficulties to 
3 Take the man who grows 
_ crossbred boiler: _ At present, he cannot 
sell it, so how oma he expect to pay 
any wage at allf let alone the basic wage? 
His neighbour, who might -be growing 
- merino wool, can get enormous prices for 
i the product, and |pay almost any wage 
without any disturbance to his industry. 
All these things must be gone into very 
| : We cannot expect to do it in 
a day ora month. 


i Be overcome. 


if, ‘sum is involved. 

- Senator FAIRBAIRN.—An enormous 
sum of money is involved, and so action 
cannot be taken hurriedly. Tf this basic 
wage is paid, the cost to Australia, ac- 
cording to Mr. Piddington, will be an 
additional £93 ,000,000, and, according 
o Mr. Knibbs, £101, 000, 000. ~The total 
wealth produced in ‘Australia. last “year 
was only £298,000,000. Assuming that 
labour gets oneal of that, there will 
be left £149,;000,000, so that all that 
would remain, according to Mr. Pidding- 
ton, would be about £50,000,000 with 
which to pay everything outside of the 
are cost of labour. My own opinion is 
hat the only way in which we can get 
along smoothly is by an agreement be- 
tween employers and ‘employees. But 
‘there are some _wild men who. have 


A oaly has to canbe tag extreme aL 
it. These extremists desire a new 
of society. But our present state 
is the result of thousands of 
We see 
ee “(i sures in the dreataut example Saieh 
‘Russia presents to the world at the pre- 
t time. We cannot bring about re- 


x 


Senator oGirdinen ) ‘refer to. “revolution | 
sometimes—we can secure them only by 


process of evolution has been very rapid. 


agitators are constantly endeavouring 


$ ference as suggested by the Prime Minis- 


“work. 


‘ _ Senator ae iad raane —And a very 


beneareten between 


“Victoria ? 


very difficult to get anybody to ae 


y se eae om AOrTy. to hear ission. 


In 


Australia the - 


peaceful evolution. 


We are doing away with classes, not- — 
withstanding the fact that many of these — 


stir up class feeling as much as possible, 
I hope that in the near future we shal 
have only two classes in Australia-—th 
workers and the loafers. We wish 
imsure that every man shall do his fair 
share of work. 

Senator R. Srorrre Cierae Bee 
big fortunes are made by men who do nob 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. fy: am nae) 5 
suggesting that.work is done entirely by 
hand. There are many men who work 
extremely hard with their brains. When 
we attain to the ideal state of Socialism’ 


my honorable friends of the Labour party 


can keep a job for me in which I shall — 
have to work only eight hours per day. 
I shall then ‘be able to enjoy a glass of — 
beer, which, at present, I can not touch. 
At this late stage of the session it is idle 
for me to attempt to discuss this matter 
in all its bearings, but I hope that the 
Leader of the Senate will direct the 
attention of the Prime Minister to the 
promise which he made some time ago 
in regard to the holding of a round- fable 
representatives of © 
employers and of employees. I trust 


that the unions will send to that con-— 
ference only reasonable men—not men 


who wish to destroy society by means of. 
revolution. Such individuals injure the 
condition of the worker more than does | 
anybody else. A revolution in a coun-— 
try like Australia, where practically : 
every person has a good sum of money in 
the Savings Bank, Ye alaibat impossible, 
But. if representatives of the employee : 


‘and of the employees could meet at” 


round-table conferenee some good salad 3 
result from their deliberations. i 

Senator R. Srorrr Gutarm. —Whom, 
would the honorable senator send as the — 
representative of the. employers On 


Senator, PATRBATRN 1) would 


take that duty. I experienced the utmost 
trouble in inducing Mr. E. Keep to. accept | 
a positi on upon ‘the Basic. Wage cul 


a, 


ere he peaghe tet it ks whe: 
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distinct assurance that its investigations 
would last only sit weeks. They have 
lasted twelve months, and have cost the 
Commonwealth £40,000. The result ot 
their labours 1s very disappointing. 

Senator pz Larare.—lI have heard the 
honorable senator make the same state- 
ment in regard to Mr. Keep upon 
several occasions. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes. That 
gentleman blackguards me for the action 
which I took upon every occasion that he 
meets me. “The only way in which we 
can secure industrial peace, I repeat, is 
by a conference between representatives 
of the employers and of the employees, 
and in the absence of industrial peace the 
outlook is pretty well hopeless, | 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [12.51].—The honorable senator 
who has just resumed his seat has sug- 
gested the advisableness of a conference 
being held between representatives of the 
employers and of the employees to decide 
this very intricate question. At the pre- 
sent time a proposal is being made to 
summon a Convention for the purpose of 
solving a very much more insignificant 
question, namely, the revision of our Con- 
stitution. When we attempt to settle the 
problem of a basic wage by means of a 
round-table conference between represen- 
tatives of the employers and of the em- 
ployees, we are attempting an impossible 
task, for the simple reason that it is the 
most gigantic question which any body of 
men-—no matter how eminent they may 
be—can possibly take in hand. It in- 
volves the study of one of the greatest 
questions in the world—that of econo- 
mics. To suggest that the representatives 
of two sets of people can satisfactorily 
decide this world-wide problem is utterly 
ridiculous.' Will anybody who knows 
anything about production and _ political 
economy affirm that we could have ex- 
pected this Commission to arrive at a 
satisfactory solution of the problém with 
which it was confronted? Its members 
were given a task which it was quite im- 
possible for any five men to solve. It is 
ho surprise to me that they have failed. 
In order to get to the root of the trouble 
we should need to enter into the whole of 
the ramifications of wealth production. 
When ‘Senator Lynch gave notice of his 
very lengthy motion in regard to rural 
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industries, some of us were inclined to 
think that it outlined an altogether too 
comprehensive scheme. But nothing 
short of some such scheme can possibly ~ 
solve the question which we are now dis- 
cussing. One has only to look at the 
terms of that motion to obtain an idea 
of the enormous issues which are involved. 
I. do ‘not ‘claim to have @ closer 
acquaintance with the report of the Com- 
mission than may be gained by a perusal 
of the press reports of its proceedings. 
But when evidence was being tendered to 
it, I could not fail to notice that the only = 
persons who were examined were those 
who represented the trade unions of Aus- 
tralia. It was only proper that they ~ 
should be represented, and that they 
should give evidence before this tribunal. 
But when the producers’ side is confined  ~ 
to that one section of the community, we 
naturally get only a very small view of 
the question of~production. Most of the 
witnesses who appeared before the Com- 
mission were men who were engaged in’ 
the production of commodities for the 
Australian market — commodities the 
price of which could be fixed in Australia 
without any regard to the wages being” 
paid in similar industries outside the 
Commonwealth. But when we come to 
the question of production and export, 
can we treat it in the same high-handed 
manner? No. We then have to consider 
what the world’s market would return one 
for his labour. A man may make an en- 
gine, ora suit of clothes, or any other 
article which is to be consumed in Aus-— 
tralia, and the price of that article may 
be fixed here; but if an attempt be made 
to fix its export price, one will immedi- 
ately be faced with an entirely different 
proposition. That ‘being so, need any- 
body be surprised at the failure of the 
Basic Wage Commission, seeing that the 
man who carts bread around the city is 
demanding £7 a week in wages, whilst the 
man who is driving a team of horses upon 
a wheat farm considers himself very 
lucky if he can secure only half of that — 
amount ? a 

Senator R. Srorrre Gururm.—What 
about the man who has to take that corn 
round the Horn? eae 

‘Senator DE LARGIE.—We hear a 
horn very often! If we look at the pro- 
duction from that greatly enlarged poin 


Vs. 


a 
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rigs of view, we shall recognise that the Com-- 
mission was set an utterly impossible 
task. Consaquently I am not surprised that. 
the figures quoted by the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), when dealing with this 
question in another place, showed conclu- 
sively that if the recommendations of the 
Commission were adopted we should be 
attempting to take out of the wages fund 
“more than is actually going into it. If 
we endeavour to do that, how long will 
the position in Australia ‘be satisfactory? 
The Prime Minister showed that if we 
raised the basic wage to £5 16s. per week, 
within a very few months—by reason of 
__ the increased prices of commodities—a 
further increase in that wage would be 
necessary. After that second rise had 
_. been satisfied, another increase would be 
inevitable, and this process would be re- 
— peated ad infinitum. ‘Therefore,’I say 
that the Commission was set a task which 
it was impossible for it to perform. 


- Senator J. -F. GUTHRIE (Victoria) 
 [12.59].—1 desire to address myself “very. 
briefly to this important question at the 

: present juncture, because, like other hon- 

-_ orable senators, I recognise that we have 

not had a fair opportunity of studying 

the report of the Basic Wage Commis- 

+ gion. That report demands very careful 
consideration at our hands. It cannot be 

scrapped, and the opinion of any one man 
upon it will not exercise very much in- 
| fluence with me. I agree with many of 
the remarks which have been made by 
Senator Gardiner; but when he affirmed 

' that the cost of living in Queensland was 
 @heaper than it is in the other States, he 
omitted to mention the reason for that. 
- The fact is that in Queensland there 1s 

a large nomadic population, which lives 

in tents and inferior houses. In Bris- 

bane, for example, rents are 5s. per week 

_ eheaper than they are in Sydney. Many 

-* people who reside in the centre and the 

western portion of Queensland live in 
houses which are built entirely of iron, 

_ whilst a great number reside in tents. 


tas ‘, Sitting suspended from 1 til 2.30 p.m. 
felt Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—I had just 
begun, before the suspension of the sit- 
. ting, to discuss the basic wage and to 
disprove some of the statements of Sena- 
tor Gardiner, who had stressed the point 


” 


that, on account of a Labour Govern- 


ment being in power in Queensland, the 
cost of living was lower there than else- 
where. I find from Knibbs that, although 
the cost of living ought to be very much 
less in Queensland than in any other 
State, because very much lower rents are — 
paid there owing to the inferiority of the — 
houses, and the great number of people 
who live in tents, and despite the’ fact 
that the Queensland Government prac- 
tically steal the beef from the producers 
at an absurdly low price, at which they — 
do not sell what they produce themselves, 
yet the purchasing power of money has. 
depreciated in Queensland since pre-war 
days in a greater ratio than in any other 
State. In 1914 what 21s. 1d. bought in — 
Melbourne, it now takes 29s. 7d. to buy, 
and in Perth what 22s. 10d. then bought 
now costs 29s. 4d., but in Brisbane what: 
19s. 11d. bought in 1914 it now takes 28s. 
10d. to buy. Therefore the depreciation 
in the purchasing power of the sovereign — 
is greater in Queensland than in any 
other State. It must also be borne in 
mind that owing to the warmer ‘climatic 
conditions, it is not necessary to spend so 
much money on clothing in Queensland 
as it is in the more southern States. 
The rise in wages is less in Queensland 
compared with 1914 than in any other 
State. In New South Wales the weekly 
rise in wages as compared with 1914 is 
9s. lld., in Tasmania it is 9s. 2d., whereas 
in Queensland it is only 7s. 6d. 


Like all Nationalists, IT believe in a 
basic wage, and have always maintained — 
that either the cost of living had to 
come down or wages must go up. That 
is the object of the Nationalist Govern- 
ment. The great trouble is that if we 
put up wages indefinitely, without con- | 
sideration of other factors, we simply go 
round in a vicious circle, which means 


higher wages ‘and higher prices of com- 


modities. As the Minister for Defence 
suggests, it is like a dog chasing his own | 
tail. While some industries can bear 
perhaps greater increases in wages than 
have been paid in the past, many others 

cannot possibly do so. The production - 
of raw commodities is an instance. If 

we award a very high basic wage to 
people who work on farms, how can we 
demand a cheap loaf? We cannot have 
it both ways. Tae 


¥ 
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‘Senator R. Bronk Oe Cen 
85. 114d. for a pound of wool pay a 
fairly good wage? 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE—I can see 
at a glance that the honorable senator 
is an extremist. He picks out an extreme 
ease, and not a fair average. If we pay 
extreme rates of wages to those who work 
on primary production, we cannot expect 
cheap bread, meat, or butter. 


I agree with Senator Fairbairn that 
round-table conferences must do good, but 
the great trouble in Australia is that, 
whilst certain sections of the community 
are working, a very large proportion of 
the population are agitating, slowing 


down, striking, and thus not helping to 


increase that production which -is essen- 
tial to bring down the cost of living. I 
have spoken fully on previous occasions 
on the question of the cost of living and 
the paramount necessity for increased 
production. To increase production we 
must have more work, less slowing 
down, fewer strikes, and fewer agitators. 
As honorable senators wish to get 
away, and as Senator Gardiner, to whom 
I particularly wished to direct my 
remarks this afternoon, is not present, I 
shall conclude by expressing the hope 
that I shall have another opportunity 
of making a more carefully prepared 


speech on the basic wage question. I 


believe in the principle of a basic wage, 
and am convinced that it is essential that 
we should handle this question very 
thoroughly and carefully, as no doubt the 
National party intend to do. We must 
Increase wages or decrease the cost of 
living if we wish to have in this country 
peace and industrial rest, and that com- 
fort which we, as Christian men, desire 
all to have. 


Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE 
(South Australia) [2.36]—The previous 
speaker pins his faith to round-table con- 
ferences as a means of settling industrial 
troubles. I suppose no man in Australia 
has attended more round-table confer- 
ences than I did, up to the time when the 
Federal Parliament in its wisdom passed 
the Conciliation and Arbitration Act. 
That took the place of the round-table 
eonferences. I, as an executive officer of 
an industrial union, hailed the change 


with satisfaction, and I do not think any 


el ae 


% : 


terest in the question of arbitratio 


one in PES tote a more acti e 


I did. A good many years agi 
now sitting on the Treasury bench 


get down to ghe root £ of the Guest aa at. 
is, the land—if. we wanted to put Au 

peea on a solid footing. I submit that 
arbitration, at the very least, was a mean 
of bridging over trouble. My experien. 
previously was that we had negotiatio 
and a new agreement every six mont 
We came up against this position: T 
shippers, Dalgety and Company amon 
others, said, “ The ship-owners are givil 
way too freely to the seamen, and a: 
increasing their ‘wages beyond rates. 
which our shareholders and the ba 

community | can pay.” ‘ 


Senator J. F. Gururm. —Dallgety? 
never said that. They do not own ¢ 
ship. 

Senator R. STORRIE euTHRIE— 


I remember one ship they had. 
Senator J. F. Gururiz.—You sank 


Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE — 
I did not. Dalgety’s sold it at a by 
profit. The consensus of opinion : 
that the round-table conferences 
unsatisfactory. The managers of ‘ he 
steam-ship companies were being a: 


tacked by their shareholders and by thi 
shipping people for giving way too 
lightly to the seamen, while on the othe 
hand the seamen’s representatives we 
accused of giving way too lightly to the 
steam-ship owners. In, I think, 1910. 
the proposition was put up, “ Why no 
let somebody else settle our differences 
In 1911, the business went into the Court. 
and Mr, Justice Higgins has been saddle¢ 
ever Since with the whole burden of in= 
creased freights and increased wages. 
do not want to go back to the round-tab 
method, and I do not think that honor- 
able senators will attempt anything o: 
the sort if they give the Bia tips Proper i 
consideration. P 

The whole point of bie debate is i 
question of what it costs a man to live. 
Take me, men-on the Australian coast : 


et ag any time, ~and have been 
broken. — It requires the power of the 
Ss law to enforce them. The world is 

Phat} was eae fhe seamen; Nee was my eee supremely interested to-day in what, i ‘is be- 
orable\friend’s friends. ‘Why should not mg done by the League of Nations. Are 
‘men who carry the products of Australia we to have a round-table conference to i 
~~ xound the world receive as much con- ‘maintain the peace of the world? It is 
Kiara ‘sideration as has been demanded from clear that such a round-table conference 

» the benches on both sides of this Cham- | 8 ne a Gi atin teas be as) fe 
ber for the man who reaps wheat or digs q Moat hee ar ives Bt Dee 

0 Senator Crawford, for instance, eague of Nations. 1 am prepared: 
cc. Boy Eee Raat his eae ee favour round-table conferences for the 


: settlement of industrial disputes if 
hananas, and the other is sugar. Where means is discovered to police the ayree 


does the wealth of Australia come from!  jnents arrived at. If we had force b 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE. — The land, hind the decisions of stch round-table : 
very time. conferences, there would be very few m : 
Senator R; STORRIE GUTHRIE. chants. and’ manufacturers in Australia 
Then let us get back to Senator Pearce’s out of gaol in'a very short time, because 
‘teaching, and put on the single tax. they are breaking agreements all the 
Senator Pearce advocated that when he time. er ake 
‘tame to this Chamber. Senator J. F. Gururie —Whom 4s: s the ee 
P Sonator PRincE.-l did. not. honorable senator hitting at? Who are : 


"Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE—_ his friends? 
Do honorable senators believe that Sena- Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE. oa : 


have an illustration in support of my — 
‘ y pp 0: y, 2 
Po is Te Man iN Give te statement out of the honorable senator’s — 
eet mi, % own mouth. He has told us iy 
we our policy. about some one who committed a fraud. 


Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE.— Senator J. F. Gurukie.—aAnd. who hes 
My policy is to tax you big squatters who since apologized to me. 


sae your wool at 3s. 112d. per i and Ee Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE.—A 
round-table conference without force be- 
‘hind it is of as little use as the fifth bande 
of a coach. a 
Senator J. D. Mitren. ria: “Gtth : 
: ; wheel of a motor car is the steering wheel, a 
Mustek R. STORRIE GUTHRIE— _ Senator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE. 
- remember that very long ago Senator The fifth wheel of the Arbitration Courts — 
‘Crawford was also a single taxer. has been the lawyer, and he has sucked ‘ 
‘Senator Crawrorp.—Never in- ine everything out of arbitration that he” 
e. The honorable senator's memory could possibly get out of it. — ue 
3a at fault. Senator J. D. MILLEN (Tastee : 
a STORRIE GUTHRIE.— [2.48]:—One of the most important: ques- 
Chained _ followed Billy- tions which honorable senators and hon-— 
| orable members in another place have to— 
address themselves to is that of the basic 


ee R. STORK GUTHRIp. ef wages. Teale) with eae 


ie bl ' re Storrie: Guthrie, that there is difficulty — 
Eat rato el was not game, NUL - connected with the round-table confer- 
a followed Lane in his single tax policy. : 


ence. I maintain that the only possible | 
mator Crawrorp.—Never. Lane hope we have if we are to effectively deal 
a long way further than the single with the question is in ¢o- operation and 
; profit-sharing. When Senator R. Storrie | 
denator R. STORRIE GUTHRIE.—I Guthrie referred to ships, he brought to 
to disabuse the minds of honorable my mind something which I read in 
rs of delusions about the Hopnd: New York newspaper a short time ago. 
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vessels handed over by the Italian Go- 
vernment to a society somewhat similar to 
our Seamen’s Society here, which had 
been formed into a co-operative union for 
the purpose of taking over these five ves- 
sels from the Italian Government and 


working them and keeping the profits 


made from their operations. They have 
made a good thing of it, and have put all 
profits, over and above their wages,:into 
other ships. When a representative of one 
of the New York newspapers asked the 
chief officer of this society how they dealt 
with trouble amongst the seamen, his reply 
was, ‘‘ We have none.’’?’ When he was 
asked ‘‘ Why?’ he said, ‘‘ For the simple 
reason that the seaman who does not do 
his work in a seaman-like manner is fired 
out of the union and black-listed, and 
that results in maintaining efficiency and 
economy, and producing profits.’’ 


Senator Witson.—That is the remedy 
for half the trouble. 


Senator J. D. MILLEN.—I got up just 
to say so. I goastep further. In Cleve- 
land to-day they have started a bank 
known as the Bank of the Co-operative 
Locomotive Drivers Association, with a 
capital of $1,000,000. The members of 
this association have said that they have 
had enough of handing over their money 
to other: banks in order that it might be 
used to fight themselves. They are now 
putting their money into their own bank 
to finance their own affairs. Last month, 
in Chicago, the Garment Workers Asso- 
ciation started mills of their own. They 
propose to have their own retail establish- 
ments for the sale of the material they 
manufacture in their own mills. 


I do not propose to keep the Senate 
many minutes longer, but I should like 


to say a word or two about Leclaire, who | 


started the scheme of profit- -sharing in 
Paris. Leclaire was born in 1804, and was 
apprenticed at eighteen years of age to 
the business of a painter, which was one 
of the most difficult trades then carried 
on in Paris. In 1828 he was himself 
employing nine employees. It was not 
long before he found it difficult to retain 
his men. In 1830 he reduced the hours 
of labour of his men from eleven to ten 
per day. In 1838 he started a mutual 
provident society in order that permanent 
employees might be provided with a cer- 
tain sum of money when they became 
sick. In 1841 he went to the members 
of the mutual provident society with a 

se 
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proposal. He said, ‘“T have thoroughly 
considered this matter, and I believe ~ 
that you can save me a considerable ~ 
amount of time on your work and can . 
save a considerable amount in materials — 
if you agree to do so.’’ They said “No.” ~ 
In 1842 he called them-together, threw — 
12,000 francs on the table, and handed — 
each of them the equivalent of £11 m f 
our money. They then realized that 
there was something in it, and from that 
moment the business started to go ahead. io 
He withdrew from the business in 1869, 
leaving his capital in it at 5 per cent. 
It was continued on the lines he haat 
laid down, the workers receiving 50 per ~ a ; | 
cent. in profits, the mutual provident — Ss 3 
society 35 per cent., and the managers — 
15 per cent. The business was going on 
splendidly in 1912, when the workmen re- 
ceived 212,000 francs, to be divided 
amongst ninety- -three of them. 

Honorable senators can realize that 
that was a scheme in which the workman 
was not fighting against the employer, 
because he was his own employer. If you 
go to Ford’s place in America to-day and 
ask a man there if he is working for a ae 
Ford, the motor car manufacturer, he 
will tell you that he is not working for 
Ford, but working with him. There is a 
very ‘material difference. In the United 
States today the great United Steel 
Trust is endeavouring to induce its em-_ 
ployees to take up its stock and to accept — 
representation on its Board. Those con- 
cerned with the railroads in that country — 
are prepared to adopt the some course. — 
The new Railway Bill there is going to 
mean an increase in cost amounting te 
$3,600,000,000 per annum, and the only — 
way in which the enterprise can bes? 
successfully carried on is for the em- — 
ployees to buy the stock, get repeal ae 
tion on the Board, and look for their 
reward to a share in the profits. 

Senator Baxwap. —The keystone of an 
arch of that kind is alWays rare or- 
ganizing ability. 


Senator J. D. MILLEN.—The ceysteneae 
of amy industrial arch is always rare va 
organizing ability. I maintain that the ~ 
man who is controlling the trafic is 
capable of going on the board of direc- 
tors and helping to control the destinies — 
of the railroad. We should do all — 
that is possible to encourage co-operation : he 
in industry. The world is going to learn 
that lesson. The basic rate: may be fixed 
at any standard we please, but if it ig 


a d 


has pointed out, it will exhaust the 
__wages\fund. There is no possible hope of 
doing ‘things like that. We must pro- 
duce if\we are to expect a return. It 1s 
of no me to say that we can carry on on 
credit. \ There jar many examples to 
show us| what carrying on on credit 
means. | Just after the French War 
they said; ‘‘ We will have credit, and 
that is good enough. There is no better 
security for credit than the land we stand 
on,”’ and it took £100 of their money to 
buy a pair of boots. In 1873 the United 
States of America was flooded with 
bills to such an extent that the state- 
ment was made that it took a basketful 
of bills to bring home a purseful of meat. 
Bills were issued on the Continent of 
_ Europe to such an extent that they be- 
came of so little value as to give rise to 
our term, ‘‘ It does not matter a conti- 
_nental.’? They were considered cheaper 
_ than wallpaper. The fact is that we must 
produce more if we are to increase the 
rate of wages. Employers to-day are 
generally becoming more and more influ- 
enced by the public sentiment in favour 
of giving to the worker a higher standard 
_ of living, and I maintain that it is only 
by a system of co-operation and profit- 
sharing that we can hope to find a solu- 
tion of the difficulties with which this 
country is now faced. 


~——s Senator LYNCH (Western Australia) 
, {2.58].—It cannot be expected that a ma- 
tured judgment on this question can be 
arrived at in a hasty way. The report of 
the Basic Wage Commission has been in 
our possession for twenty-four hours, and 
during that time we have had an all- 
night sitting. Honorable senators, there- 
- fore, have not had time to digest its con- 
tents. However, broadly speaking, on 
this question of a basic wage it can be 
said, I believe, on behalf of every mem- 
_ ber of this Parliament, that the time has 

come in this country when the employees 
ean no longer be regarded as chattel pos- 
sessions of the employer. It is admitted, 
on the contrary, that he is an actual, and 
r<t merely a nominal, partner in the in- 
dustry in which he is employed. The ex: 
tent to which he should ‘share the rewards 
of that industry is a fundamental pro- 
“blem for which, up to the present, no 
_ ene has found a practicable solution. 


_ Senator J. D. Miztzen.—What about 
ie factory at Sunlight. Has not Lord 


ed too high, as Senator de Largie 


takings. 


Leverhulme 
scheme there? 


established : a practicable — : 


Senator LYNCH.—I indorse all, that. 


Senator J. D. Millen has 


litherto insolyable problem. 


said about — 
‘peofit-sharing as a means of solving this — 
I have al- — 
ready in my own State of Western Aus- 


tralia seriously put forward a proposal 


for profit sharing. 


I urged that the Go- i 


vernment might assist the movement by — 
agreeing to remit taxation from enter — 
prises carried on under the system of — 
sharing profits with the employees. My 


proposal was regarded as Utopian, but I 


still stand to it. It was discussed for days — 


in the Western State as a means by which 


some effort might be made to solve this — 
knotty, ancient, and, so far, unsolved - 
problem. My proposal was that those en- 
caged in an enterprise might say to their | 


employees, “(Here ig an enterprise, in the 


management and profits of which we ask — 


you to become partners.” 
that they should be to. that extent recog- 


nised by their employers as human beings, 


a mere factor in 
whose welfare 
last thing to be 


and no longer as 
production, 


the considered. 


This was put forward by me and tossed 


aside—I want this to be remembered— 


I suggested | 


should he 


by men who were endeavouring to find | 


a way out of this impasse, which is work- 


ing against the interests of the 


employees. ‘This shows the success I met 


with in an endeavour to discover a 


formula by which we could divide the — 
profits between the man on the one hard 
wha takes the risk, and the one who 


does the work. Especially should we re- 


call the success which has followed the 


efforts of those who have adopted similar 


methods for dealing with their employees. _ 
Senator J. D. Millen has mentioned the 
experiences of several commercial under- 


in that huge undertaking from genera- 


In the Baldwin Works, in 
Philadelphia, the employees have worked — 


tion to generation, and there has never — 


been a strike. 


That 1s the object lesson 


that presents itself to us to-day, and, if it 


is within the power of the Government to — 


discover the correct equilibrium between — 


employers and employees, they 


should | 


exercise that power, with all the moral. 
force at their command, and come right 


down into the arena by formulating a 


scheme whereby the employers who are . 


sharing the profits with their employees _ 
shall have their taxation reduced on a . 
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uaa ae. 
prepared to adopt this policy, the Go- 
-vernment should say, ‘‘ You will have to 
pay a higher rate, and we, as the con- 
trolling authority, shall compel you. to 
do so.” It is a novel scheme, but it is 
one I have seriously considered, and 
which I believe would benefit not 
‘only the employer and employee, but 
the whole Commonwealth. Coming 
down to the other alternative of social- 
istic control, we do not have to inquire 
very far to ascertain what the result of 
that has been. It has been one of the 
most ghastly failures in the record of 
industrial endeavour. I have read of the 
experience of those who are engaged in 
socialistic undertakings in the neighbour- 


hood of Boston, the details of-which are . 


well remembered by honorable senators. 
The result of those undertakings, accord- 
ing to the decisions finally reported, were 
that there were ‘‘ too many philosophers 
and not enough potato-hoers.’’ 


. Senator BaxHap.—There were numer- 
_ ous socialistic undertakings in the United 
States of America. 


Senator LYNCH.—Yes, and they all 
failed miserably. We all know what 


is going on in Russia, but at present we 


are too close to the picture to judge the 
results on their merits. I do not know 
where the Russian people are going to 
land, but there is every possibility of 
) them again coming under the control of 
a dictator, and they will then be in a 
worse position than they ever were during 
the late Czar’s régime. 


I would not support the Government 
unless they were prepared to recognise 
that something should be done. to meet 

the increased cost of living. 
“porting this Government in what they 
are about to do, and I trust they 
“will do a fair and honest thing to 
their employees. In many instances, 
consideration hag been too long delayed, 
but I am not going to support the 
Government if they are to take a false 
step, so to speak, and stifle industrial 
ambition in this country by granting 
high wages, without giving due con- 
duration to those who have to bear the 
heat and burden of the day. If the 
proposed rate of £5 16s. per week were 
ban be paid to the metalliferous miners 


employed on the Golden Mile, in West- 


: ern Australia, it would. mean that the 
_ Mines would haga to close down. Even if 
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To those a are not we: ae uh S leomsideration thi 


people would be starving for bie | 


have to struggle on, continually — 


I am sup-. 


crease in the price of wheat, the 
of the basic a mentioned he oP 


you TE A a ce inns oh 


Senator LYNCH.—There is no 
why one section of the commute 


adverse circumstances in order to suppa 
other sections of the community by pr 
viding a cheap loaf. I am in fa 
of a line being drawn that will recogn: 
and satisfy the frugal needs of mA = 
ployee in the Commonwealth, but I 
not in favour of extravagance. I bh 
read with astonishment the lists w 
have been submitted to the Commis 
byt it has never been necessary fo 
t6 clothe myself in the way some © 
believe they should be clothed. 
nesses giving evidence before the ‘Cdn 
mission declared that a man should h 
at least two suits of clothes in two y 
and an overcoat once in four years 
have had an overcoat for thirteen yea 
t do not wish to reflect in any way up 
those who submitted evidence befo 


Lo averages, gad soraudenag what 
tually required in every-day life. 
said that neckties could not be pur 
under 5s. each, but I have never hac 
pay that amount in mv life. 
Senator Prarcze.—You have not bong 
one lately. 
Senator LYNCH.—The one J : am 
ing was purchased eight months ago. , 
Senator GARDINER. You do not think 
they require such things? ‘ae 
Senator LYNCH.—I do not want my 
statements twisted or misconstrued ; 


Coun in Phi land. I have. seen’ t 
lists that have been supplied to 
Commission, and I have compared 
with the needs of the average fru 
family mn this country, and, in all 


needed. It is just as well to consid 
real facts. It is useless for the working 
men to endeavour to make his lot appe 
worse than it is, because over-stating the 
position will only be to his detriment. 
know the position is really bad, 
surely the merits of the case are suffice: 
to support: it. I want the Govern: 
to travel a line that will not cripp 
in ay way impede the wheels of i, 


s with them. This much Ido know, 


and recognise, that we have a country 
which is being worked and exploited, and 
if nothing is done by this Government to 
_ amprove the position of those who are 
producing wealth, they will be striking a 
severe blow against honest and ambitious 
men. I shall support the Government in 
saying that something tangible and justi- 
 fiable should be done which will enable 
public servants to meet their obligations 
- without experiencing unnecessary hard- 
>) ships. 
Senator PAYNE (Tasmania) [3.12].— 
“Although we have not anything definite 
before us in regard to the basic wage, 1b 
“will be expected that honorable senators 
should give some expression of opinion 
“concerning the matter, although they 
have very little information concerning 
the Commission’s report. On the details 
outlined by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
_ Hughes) in another place, we could not 
be expected to express a definite opinion. 
From various quarters peremptory de- 
mands have been made upon honorable 
senators to state definitely and conclu- 
sively if they favoured the report of the 
Commission. These demands were sub- 
mitted to us before the report was in the 
hands of the Prime Minister, and, con- 
sequently, we could not. be expected to 
give any definite opinion. The Minister 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) tabled the 


document in the Senate only yesterday, 
and it is, therefore, impossible for us 
to. express an opinion concerning its 


Commission is very much in advance of 
the average wage which is being paid in 
Australia to-day. It must be recognised 
hat a basic wage cannot in fairness be 
applied to only one section of the work- 
‘ers of Australia, because, if it were, it 
‘must necessarily follow, that efforts would 
be made—and justifiably so— to have it 
‘applied to others. The Commission, so 
far as I can gather, has not taken into 
sideration whether the money could 
e found to pay the rates suggested. It 
“is stated that the basic wage, which 

varies in the different States, would en- 
‘able the wage-earners of Australia to en- 
Phil greater degree of comfort. If a 
a Commission had nothing outside of that 
‘to report upon, what is the use of the 
y _ The Commission should also 


ierits. ‘The basic wage suggested by the 


have been asked to report upon the pos- 
sibility of industrial operations being 
continued after the adoption of the basic — 
wage recommended. Of course, there 1s. 
no such suggestion in the report, because. 
that was not one of the duties of the Com- 
mission, and so we are brought face te 
face with the fact that the Commission 
has recommended a certain basic wage 
to insure a certain degree of comfort ft 
the workers, and, in the consideration 01 
this problem, we must necessarily conside: 
whether the industries of Australia 
which we are all anxious to see developed’ 
and extended, can carry on if the basi 
wage has to be paid. One has’ to 
give a great deal of considera 
tion to this question before he can 
answer it, and I say it is impossible, 
at this juncture, for any one to giv 
a satisfactory answer. It would first — 
be necessary to delve into the figures 
which have been prepared from time to 
time by boards of inquiry and commit- — 
tees concerning the industrial position of 
the Commonwealth and the ramifications — 
of its various industries. Until we have 
collated and digested the figures bearing — 
on this aspect of the problem, and can 
state with some degree of accuracy what 
proportion the basic wage will bear to the — 
cost of production, we cannot possibly — 
arrive at any satisfactory conclusion. One 
honorable senator who preceded me gave 
an interesting address on the value of co- — 
operation. I believe he struck the right — 
note, and stated a principle which, if 
seriously considered by the ‘workers of — 
Australia and put into practice, even in ~ 
a small way for a beginning, would go 
far towards solving our difficulties. — 
I have made statements from time to — 
time during the last two years that co-. 
operation on the part of the workers, — 
especially in relation to commodities, is — 
absolutely essential, and, in my opinion, 
only the difficulty of finding 
capable organizer, a man of exceptional 
ability, has prevented the workers from 
adopting the principle. Many co-opera- 
tive enterprises have been established — 
throughout the Commonwealth, but com- 
paratively few of them have been entirely | 
successful. But there is no reason in the 
world why the workers of Australia 
should not co-operate with the object of 
securing the necessary commodities. for 
their comfort at the lowest possible cost, 
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because the average working man—and I 
‘tefer particularly to the married mang 
with a family—finds it extremely difficult ® 
to make ends meet at present. In many 
cases there is absolutely no margin, after 
household expenses have been met, and 
surely, then, the time is ripe for co-opera- 
tion by the workers in this direction. 

I do not want to dwell at length upon 
the high cost of living, but I should like 
to refer to one special feature of Aus- 
tralian production that was brought pro- 
minently under my notice only a few 
days ago. With other honorable senators, 
I paid a visit to the Geelong Woollen 
Mills, and there saw tweeds of admirable 
quality, good enough for any man to 
wear, being turned out. ‘This cloth, 
known as 6-quarter tweed, all. wool, 56 
inches in width, is worked up in decent 
patterns, and is being retailed to returned 
soldiers at 5s. 6d. a yard, which price, I 
was informed, shows a profit to the mill. 
Tweed of similar quality cannot be pur- 
chased from a retailer anywhere in Mel- 
bourne under at least 15s. to 18s. 6d. per 
yard. Material of this quality is abso- 
lutely essential for the comfort of the 
working classes and those dependent upon 
their weekly wages, and surely here is a 
splendid opening for co-operative effort 
on the part of the workers. One might 
enumerate many other instances in which 
co-operation to supply the needs of the 
people could be carried out successfully, 
if only the co-operators could secure the 
services of a capable organizer, a man 
able to put the affairs of a society on a 
sonnd business basis. 

I do not want to say any more, 
except to indorse the hope so ably 
expressed by Senator Lynch, that the 
Government will give careful  con- 
sideration to the ‘report of the Basic 
Wage Commission. This, I take it, must 
Ha dona in recess, because the Govern- 
ment will require time to carefully 
analyze the report. If the Govern- 
ment, after consideration of the report, 
reach the conclusion that our public 
servants are being underpaid, I hope 
they will take the necessary action to 
redress a grievance. Certain of the public 
servants have been very prominent 
lately in urging members of this Par- 
liament, at a time when the report was 
not available to honorable senators, to 
promise to support the finding of the 
Basic Wage Commission. It may be 

Senator Payne, 


[SENATE.] 


ita: Adjournment. 


just as well to. rernini sent hae eye are. 
permanently established in their positions, — 
and, subject to good behaviour, can ee 
rely upon employment for the whole of 
their working life-time. 

Senator Baxnar.—They are outside the — 
realm of political patronage. By 

Senator PAYNE.—Exactly. That fach he 
must not be lost sight of in dealing with | 
this question. We cannot apply the basic 
wage, as suggested by the Commission, or, 
indeed, any basic wage to the Public Ser- aS. 
vice without the outside workers being — 
justified in putting forward a claim to. 
similar treatment, in view of t he fact 
that the latter are always con- oy 
fronted with the possibility of em- o 
ployment terminating any day, and also 
because of the fact that during pro- a 
longed illness they do not receive the i 
same consideration from private em- A ae 
ployers. Consequently, the basic wage 
cannot with justice be applied to one sec- 
tion of the community and refused to an- 
other. That is my view of the position. = 
To those telegrams and letters which I re- an : 
ceived from members of the Public Ser-~ 
vice, that were couched in courteous 
terms, I replied that the matter would — 
receive my earnest and close considera-— 
tion; but [ absolutely refused to reply to fr 
any ‘telegrams or letters which were, ine 
my opinion, absolutely insulting in their iN 
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language, I make that promise agers. : 
publicly. 4 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


PAPERS. Pe 
The following papers were presented:— 
War Service Homes Act—Land acquired in 


New South Wales at Goulburn, Greta, Mar- 
rickville, Tighe’s Hill, Weston. ; 


SPECIAL ADJ OURNMENT. 


Motion (by Senator Prarce) agreed 
to— 

That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until  —_ 
3 p.m. on a date to be fixed by Mr, Presi- 
dent,. which day of meeting shall be notified 
by ae President to each Senator by ele gs. 
or letter, fai ts 


ADJOURNMENT. Reena ini 
VALEDICTORY — SENATE OFFICIALS’ 
Serect Commrrrer—ArtiTuDE OF 
Prestipent—Casr or Caprain J 
STRASBURG: War GRATUITY. Rn, 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia et 
Minister for Defence [3.27].—In mov- — 
ing— ane 
That the Senate do now adjourn, 


. cans ish to’ say a pee ards in (egurectetion 
- of the assistance rendered to my colleagues 


and myself by you, sir, and the Chair- 
~manof Committee in presiding over our 
_ deliberations in such a way as to facili- 
tate the conduct of business. I also ex- 
press the appreciation of the Govern- 
ment to honorable senators generally for 
their consideration, and for the impartial 
criticism bestowed by them upon the vari- 
ous measures. The session has been a 
very long and arduous one, and many use- 
ful and important measures have been 
dealt with. I think it will bear favorable 
comparison | in that regard with any pre- 
vious session, with the possible exception 
of the first, in many measures of first- 
class importance were passed. I may also 
remark that the work of the Senate is not 
to be judged by the length of time occu- 
pied. I have noticed a disposition in cer- 
tain quarters to refer to the prompt man- 
ner in which the Senate does its work, 
and the inference, of course, is that mea- 
sures do not receive full consideration. 
‘I venture to say, however, that an ex- 
amination of the Bills dealt with will show 
that this is not the case. In this Cham- 
ber measures receive as much, if not 
more, consideration than is given to them 
‘in another branch of the Legislature. 
_ This is proved by the fact that so many 
of the Bills contain amendments inserted 
! aby the Senate. I would also like to ex- 
press, on behalf of the Government, ap- 
preciation of the assistance rendered by 
the officers of the Senate and the staff, in- 
cluding Hansard, who have greatly facili- 
_' tated the work of the Parliament. Jn 
conclusion, I wish to extend to you, sir, 
- to the Chairman of Committees, to hon- 
 orable senators generally, to Hansard, 
and officers of the Senate our best wishes 
for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 
xo New Year. 
the New Year, we meet again to face im- 
portant problems that will then come up 
for consideration, we shall have benefited 
by the short recess, and be able, with 
fresh minds and renewed vigour, to 
undertake the duties which the country 
ee has imposed upon the Senate as one 
_ branch of the Legislature. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [3.30]—I am very sorry that I 
ce -gannot adopt a similar tone to that 
which has been adopted by the Minister 
- for Defence (Senator Pearce). But I 
Mi have a duty to perform of a somewhat 


es | 


I trust that when, early in. 


unpleasant character, and I should be 

guilty of moral cowardice if I endea-_ 
voured to shuffle out of it. It relates 

to a matter which arose out of a discus- 
sion in this Chamber some time ago con- 

cerning the payment of certain officers — 
of the Parliament. Upon that occasion — 
you, sir, made charges of a very serious 

character against one of those officers— 
a man who occupies a very humble posi- 
tion, but who is nevertheless as much 

entitled to justice as is the highest official 
in the Senate. Those charges were 

couched in language which could not be © 
misunderstood. You, sir, affirmed that. 
this officer had made lying statements 
to members of Parliament, and that he 

had made lying ‘statements at home. — 
You even went.to the length of dragging 

his mother into the discussion by de- 
claring that she had written complaining 
of the long hours which her son was 

obliged to ane when there was no truth 
whatever in his statement. As I do not 

desire to be inaccurate, I propose to 

quote the exact words hen you used hae 
this connexion. 


Senator J. D. Mirren.—I think a 
this is most unfortunate, any way. 


Senator DE LARGIE.W—The honor- 
able senator may think so, but he is not 
the judge of my responsibilities, and he 
had better care for his own opinions of 
what is fit and proper, and leave me to 
do the same thing for myself. I do not 
ask him to accept responsibility for any- 
thing that I say, and I do not think that 
it is fair for>him to interject in that 
manner. If he has anything to say, let 
him say it, and accept responsibility for 
it just as Tam always willing to do. He 
will not find me buttressing the case of 
a man who occupies a high position, and 
ignoring the claims of another who oc- 
cupies a humble position. _ Upon the 
occasion to which I have referred, you, 
sir, are reported in Hansard to have | 
said— / se 

I want to point out furdicn to the Cae 
mittee that this boy has been running to 


members of this Parliament on both sides 
with lying complaints—I say advisedly and 


deliberately that he has made lying, com- 
plaints—and. if I had done my full an iN 
should have dismissed him long ago. Not. 


only did he go with lying statements to. 
members of this Parliament, but he made 
lying statements to his mother, - because of © 
which she wrote bitter complaints about her | 


me aa aia ‘ i ; * g Le 
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son pang kept here until ch o'clock at night 
when he was getting off mostly at 4 o’clock 
every afternoon. 


T have received a letter bearing upon this 
matter from the lad’s mother. JI have 
been acquainted with the family for 
many years, and I can therefore per-' 
sonally vouch for her honesty and_ re- 
-spectability. When they hear her letter 
read, honorable senators will see how 
much truth there is in the  state- 
ment which I have quoted, and which 
was made so deliberately that I cannot 
overlook it. I had no desire to raise 
this matter in the Senate, and I took 
another course in order to secure the 
object which I had in view by means of 
sworn evidence. My efforts in that 
direction, however, have been  side-' 
tracked in a manner which will prevent 
the matter being discussed until next 
year. The present, therefore, is the only 
occasion I shall have before the session 
closes of doing justice to this case. The 
letter which I have received from Mrs. 
Denholm reads— 


I was very annoyed when I heard what had 
taken place in the Senate. Senator Givens’ 
statement was that I wrote bitter complaints 
about my son making lying statements to me 
about his hours of duty. I can assure you 
that the statements are not only untrue, but 
unjust and cruel. Bob has always been a duti- 
ful son, and has never given me any occasion 
to complain. I can assure you there is no 
truth in Senator Givens’ statement. I would 
be obliged if you would ask Senator Givens, or 
any one eise at Parliament House, to produce 
any letter in the terms stated. I have never 
written, or given authority to any one else to 
ile so, and I strongly object to statements of 
that kind being made in public. I would be 
erateful if you would inquire into this matter 
for me. 

Honorable members will note that that 
letter is emphatic enough. All that I 
have said is confirmed by it. Seeing that 
such a charge was made by the President, 
and that it had not been contradicted, 
I thought there was no other course open 
to me—my efforts to sift it to the bottom 
having been frustrated—but to ventilate 
it upon the floor of this chamber. Up to 
the present week I was under the im- 
pression that it might be possible for me 
to present the report of the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the treat- 
ment; of Senate officials before the Christ- 
mas adjournment. That, however, has 
not been possible, and consequently I 
have brought the matter forward in this 
way. In dealing with it, I do not wish 


_ Senator de Largie. 
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to use bicieieer tae age than, I [ have 
ready employed. 
clear to everybody. It is a prapek 
pities that, any man—especially one occu- 
pying the high position of President o: 
the Senate—should use his office to make 
statements of such a character against 
man who is employed in this building 
and that he should go so far as to drag 
in his mother as. a witness against him. 

Conduct of that kind cannot be too: em- he 
saa condemned, se my oe 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 
any farther, as Senator de Tiaioie t 

made pointed reference to myself, I eae 
that I should be afforded an opportunit 
of reply. It is rather unfortunate tha’ 
an opportunity was not taken by the hon 
con senator to oe this matter fo: 


iovatind against ed, and to offer ae 
information which honorable senators 
might desire. Unquestionably that was. 
the proper time to ventilate ever 
grievance, and to have it threshed ow 
It is very unfortunate for me—and som, 
what unfortunate for the Senate—th: 
Senator de Largie, in his personal bitte: 
ness, should be continually making vene— 
mous attacks upon me. Of course, I do 
not personally complain of that, but i 
is very unfortunate that the time of an 
august body like the Senate should be! 
occupied with trivial matters of this kind 
Tt is unfortunate, too, that I should have — 
incurred Senator de Largie’ S displeasure. 
However, that is not my fault, 97 74 


I may as well take the Senate into m 
confidence by telling it that the genesis 
this trouble dates back to some six and a 
half or seven years ago. Ever since them 
it has not been possible—and it never 
will be possible—for me to do anything 
right in the estimation of Senator de 
Largie. I do not expect ever to be abl 
to conduct Bay. bien OF pr 


his approval. © 
vacancy or vacancies upon the Hansen rd 


via i. ang for one es ‘the so 
uppose it was ‘only a coincidence 


nised_ that gentleman’ s good taste and 
good sense in falling in love with and 
“marrying one of Senator de Largie’s 


_ demned for ever because I did not recog- 
‘nise that that gentleman’s good taste and 
good sense did not constitute a para- 
‘mount ¢laim to be pitchforked into an 


otlice connected with this Parliament. 


; Senator pp Larers.—Will you ae 
. xactly what transpired ? 


The PRESIDENT. will. The 
_ honorable senator spoke to me more than 
_ onee about the matter. 


‘Senator » pe Larcre.—What did I say ? 
‘The PRESIDENT —The ‘honorable 


senator asked me for full consideration 
for the claims of that gentleman. J] went 
so far as to speak to the head of the 
Parliamentary Reporting . Staff, Mr. 
‘riend, upon the matter, and I told him 
| ‘facts of the case. T informed him 
Ye that the applicant in question was a con- 
nexion of Senator de Largie’s, and I be- 


tion, but I went so far as to urge Mr. 
Friend to strain a point in favour of his 
’ if he could possibly do so 
| Bhoiet injury to the service. When the 
_ qualifications of the candidates were put 
before me by Mr. Friend, upon more than 
‘one occasion, I asked him particularly 
"i he could not give a little more favor- 
able consideration to the gentleman who 
had been recommended by Senator de 
ie. He replied that he could not 
sibly ‘recommend him in competition 
ith the other applicants. In the face 
f that statement, I ask every reasonable 
n, what could T° do? Should I 
‘e overridden the recommendation of 


nr 


, PRESIDENT.—The oe 
complained bitterly, was very 
and told me peels that his 


_the kind. That statement is not oorrect. 


ah ON that gentleman had just pre-» 
- wiously married one of Senator de 
Larg’ e’s daughters. Tt tally. recog- 


daughters, but apparently I am to be con- 


poke for him not merely fair considera- 


‘was not in accordance with the fa 


ae DE aoe is did nodiinan aay 


The PRESIDENT.—_I did not inter 
ject whilst the honorable senator was 
making a bitter attack upon me. ‘Iam 
giving the genesis of that attack, Dae 
ask him to a silent, as I was when 
was addressing the Senate. fe 

Senator pe Larere.—Then stick to the 
truth ! ie fe 

The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
senator must also be respectful in hi 
interjections. I have now given “ 
genesis of the trouble, and I am’ con 
re that honorable senators who kn 
me quite as well as does Senator 
Largie, will accept my word. 

In regard to the particular case men 
tioned by Senator de Largie, there are 
several gentlemen connected wth the 
parliamentary service who saw the letter! 
written by Mrs Denholm, which he says 
was never written. J can name two of 
them from memory. They are the Clerk | 
of the Senate, Mr. Monahan, and the 
steward of the refreshment-room, Mr. 
Field. He 

Senator 
letter. 

The PRESIDENT ae? is noe mine | 
to produce. I cannot produce what is 
somebody else’s property. ce 

Senator pz Larcis.—I thought so. 


The PRESIDENT.—That is the posi 
tion, and my word and that of the two 
gentlemen whom I have mentioned, will 
be accepted in this matter. In regard — 
to my charge that this boy had made 
lying statements, I now repeat it. He 
was continually running to members On) 
Parliament with lying statements. : 
was constantly stating that he was 
ceiving only £2 14s. per week, and bith : 


DE LARGIE gs 


> 


upon that account. But nee tole ent 


The truth is, that he was receiving: 
anise wage of £2 14s, ise weel. | aes 


rate of pay than had been san s r a a 
Arbitration Court award for similar. one : 
outside. The moment the Arbitration © 
Court dese Tift ‘ered t 
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Postal Department £182 per annum, his 
salary was raised to that amount, 
although the award was not applied tn 
the general Public Service to any branch. 
except that for which it was given. Ina 
the face of these facts I ask how anybody 
‘can say that this young man has been 
unjustly treated. 

Senator psu Larciz.—Confine yourself 
to the Denholm case, which I brought up. 
Produce your proofs. 

The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
senator never notified me that he was go- 
ing to bring up the case. He failed to 
bring it up when there was a full oppor- 
tunity of referring to the matter over 
and over again, and when I could have 
produced all the proofs that he could 
want. Again, communications Have been 
given, and copies of those communications 
have been in the possession of members, 
which could only have come from Den- 
holm. That, I say, is contrary to the 
Public\Service Act. This boy is not in 
the Public Service at all. He is a mere 
temporary employee. 

Senator pre Larciz.—-Of nine years’ 
standing. 


The PRESIDENT.—That is due to my 
_ kindness to the boy in allowing him to 
remain so long as a temporary employee, 
because, after all, it is really a question 
whether his services are actually neces- 
sary, seeing that the lift is an automatic 
one. In any case, it would be a much 
more suitable job for a one-legged or 4 
one-armed soldier than for a man in pos- 
session of all his faculties. 
Senator pE Larare.—He is not in pos- 
session of all his faculties, as you know. 
He has a lame hand. 


The PRESIDENT.—I do not know. 
At any rate he has received exéeptional 
kindness and good treatment from me all 
the time. It appears that, because he 
and his 
acquaintances or friends, or possibly con- 
_nexions, of Senator de Largie, the Senate 
is to be continually bothered with his 
case. First, I am to fall into Senator de 
Largie’s disfavour because his son-in-law 
could not get everything that he thought 
he ought to get, and, in the second place, 
because a connexton, or friend of old 
standing, of Senator de Largie cannot get 
everything he expects. 


_ Senator pe Larciz.—That will not go 
down. We know you, Givens, too well. 


family are either very old. 


The PRESIDENT.—The honorable: 
senator will kindly address me in a re- 
spectful manner. J am in the chair. The : 


honorable senator declined, or refused, of 


neglected to give me an opportunity to. 
meet him on equal terms on the floor of — 
the Senate. While I am in the chair he 
will be respectful to me. : 

Senator pe LareiE.—It was: my only 
opportunity. % 

The PRESIDENT. The honorable | 
senator had a full opportunity when the 
Estimates were before the Committee of © 
the Senate. The subject could then have 
been discussed from Dan to Beersheba, ~ 
and the honorable senator could have re.” 
turned to it over and over again. oN i 

Senator pz Larcre.—You know that 
the report of the Committee had to he 
brought in, and you know that it was ~ 
side- tracked: 

The PRESIDENT.—The report of the * 
Committee has nothing to do with the — 
Denholm case. , . 

Senator pe Lareie.—It should have — 
had, and would have had but for your — 
side-tracking, a 

The PRESIDENT.—That question is — 
not in dispute. Mi 

Senator DE LaRGIE. —It will be in dis- 7 
pute. Ye 
The PRESIDENT.—I was hoping that 
the honorable senator would bring it up 
to-day, because I brought the authorities, , 
and was prepared for it. 

Senator pe Larcre.—You know very Mi 
well that it would not be in order for me 
to bring it up to-day. — hi 

The PRESIDENT.—I should haves 
been prepared to give to the honorable © 
senator every facility and opportunity to — 
do so. As the motion for the adjourn- — 
ment of the Senate has to be put at 
4 o'clock, and as I know that Senator — 


Gardiner desires to bring a question for- 


ward, I do not propose to take up any — 
more time i the discussion of this matter, — 


Senator GARDINER 


Senate. I then read a number of com- 
munications that, to my mand, 


had been badly. treated in being refused ~ 
his war gratuity. The Minister for De- — 
fence (Senator Pearce) promised to send 


(New South 
Wales) [3.49].—I am very much obliged iF ego 
to you, Mr. President, for giving me an | 
opportunity to bring forward a matter 

which I previously placed before. the 


con- ee 
clusively proved that: an officer who has 
rendered valuable services to Australia 


Laird Smith), and this, I 


\ th nk, he did ; but as no result has come 


facts. Then. if the Ainister foe the Navy 
; eM not deal with the case satisfactorily, 


nto of justice of the Senate will ‘lead 
_ them to appoint a Select Committee to 
y inguire into it. Briefly, the facts are 
that Captain Strasburg was engaged in 
the first military expedition to Rabaul. 
Here is a quotation from the Sydney 
Moming Herald of 14th October, 1914— 


rs BE. VESSELS CAPTURED, 


_ Several attempts were made to discover the 
pda! ‘s.s. Meklong, a small twin screw steamer of 
the N.D.L. Fleet, which, according to infor- 
mation gleaned by Captain J. Strasburg, who 

) - accompanied the Berrima as pilot, and knows 
the islands better, probably, than any man 
uh van living, | was hidden somewhere on Duke of 
i York Island. So cunningly was she con- 
cealed, however, in a creek, amid a profusion 
of cocoanut palms, ‘that she was not found till 
Captain Strasburg, who had now been placed 
in command of her himself, headed the search, 


Here is a lettex from Colonel Holmes to 
Rear-Admiral Sir William Creswell, 
dated 5th March, 1915— 


_ This will serve to introduce to you Mr. J. 
Strasburg, who acted as pilot on the troop- 
ship Berrima while in New Guinea waters. 
He was engaged by the Naval authorities, 
and is now, I understand, meeting with some 
difficulty in obtaining a settlement. He 
_ Wishes to see you and. explain his case. - Cap- 
tain Stevenson can speak as to the service 
oe rendered to the Navy, and as 
Administrator I cannot speak too highly of 
the assistance he rendered in connexion «with 
the establishment of an inter-island trade ser- 
eRvaGe. 3, 


This is another letter from Colonel 


Holmes to Colonel Pethebridge,, dated 
on February, 1915— 


7 The services rendered by Strasburg were 
Bp “very useful, as at first none of’ our people 
knew anything of the islands, and as it is 
-. mow clear that the Navy agreed to pay him 
-<pilotage while on the Berrima in addition 
to his salary— 


I wish to emphasize those words 


Aa! Suppose it is only fair that he should get 
the same treatment from the Administration 
while in its employ, particularly as the Navy 


Rabaul. 


All I wish to establish is pa a man who 
as a member of the Expedition, and ren- 
dered very valuable services, is now re- 
ised the war gratuity on ‘the ground 


Patateont on io Ne Minister for iio he aut nae yee a. ‘enue of ave Borden.’ 


' still paid his aie to the date of his nae 


wee a, tapeloeiey (sae is a eee or 
think that ee Strasburg has received 


He was taken on the strength of the Ex- 
pedition with the rank of | acting- lieu- 
tenant, and I do not think it is fitting for 
the Commonwealth to treat unfairly 
people who render it valuable service. 
Here is a quotation from the Sydney 
Morning Herald of 21st N ve 
1914— : 


i 


The expedition left Rabaul with Copiain 
Strasburg as navigator, Major Heritage hay- 
ing command of the dispositions, both naval 
and military. Lieutenant Holmes, son of the 
Administrator, went as Acting Commissioner 
for New Ireland. i tn 


This article was written at the very time 
the events were happening. It included 
also the following passage:— Be as 


Late that evening we set sail for Garden. 
Island, 70 miles: down the coast, where the 
German traders were supposed to be in hiding, 
A word of congratulation may very well he 
vouchsafed Captain Strasburg, the G.O.M. of. 
the Pacific Ocean navigators. The splendid 
manner in which our craft was taken ne, 
uncharted waters, strewn with coral reefs, 


‘indicative of the magnificent hold our oe 


tain has over marine science: What is even 
more remarkable is the fact that the skipper. 
possessed neither sextant nor log, and. had ; 
to rely on dead reckoning. a 
There is also the following statement : — 
A glance at our prizes revealed the Siar, 
550 tons, the Matupi, a new auxiliary schooner 
of about 250 tons, and the Sentar, a smaller 
boat about 100 tons in size. yee 
I merely wish to ask that justice be done 
to a man who, I think, igs entitled to jus- 
tice. ‘Those were the prizes taken by the 
Expedition, the navigation part of which 


was under Captain Strasburg, who was 


acting-lieutenant when the Berrima left 
Sydney with the Rabaul expedition. 
Instead of the Government hiding be- 
hind the fact that this man, on account 
of being a foreigner, could not be given. : 
the appointment they. promised him, 
with the rank of leutenant, all I ask as) 
that they will do the fair thing by going 
fully into his case, and if they find that 
he rendered the services which the papers 
in the Department of the Navy show that 
he did render, I ask them to pay his 
gratuity money. That, I think, is not 
expecting too much.” [ believe _ the 
Senate will support me in moving for the 
appointment of a Select; Committee, if 
this grave injustice continues after ‘the 
approaching adjournment. I know that 
the British Admiralty pay prize-money — 
for all captured vessels, but I do not 


: 
: 
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en : k Tints 
a Riline: although it is clearly shown in 
evidence that the capture of three or four 
of these vessels was due to the skill and 
abil.ty he displayed while acting as officer 
on board one of the British ships. I re- 
- cognise that this case does not come with- 
in the Department of the Minister for 
Defence. If it had done so, I believe it 
would have been settled before this. 
Those at the head of the Navy Depart- 
ment will not get any credit in Australia 
for trying to s ‘de-step an honest debt by 
the plea that there is a difficulty in the 
way of fulfilling the promise of the Go- 
vernment because the man is not British 
born, and, therefore, could not  be- 
come an officer in the British Navy. If 
he was not an officer, what was he? He 
was in their employ, he took the risks, 
and rendered valuable service, and now 
that the war gratuity is being paid out to 
all and sundry, I submit that he is en- 
titled to it also. Will the Minister for 
Defence go into the papers, and try to 
have th’s most deserving case promptly 
dealt with ? 


I hope T shall be forgiven for having 
_ overlooked, ~while stating this case, all the 
nice things the Minister for Defence said 
regarding yourself, Mr. President, the 
Chairman of Committees, and the officers 
and staff. I indorse all that he has said, 
and join in wishing you and the whole 
of the staff a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence [4.54].—On a pre- 
vious occasion I referred the papers and 
Senator Gardiner’s representations in 
Captain Strasburg’s case to the Min- 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith). 
I shall see that the remarks made 
by Senator Gardiner to-day are also 
brought under that Minister’s notice. 
It) maybe that the Department 
of the Navy is taking up the attitude 
that. techn cally speaking, this gentleman 
is not entitled to a war cratuity. Tf that 
is so, I will ask the Minister for the Navy 
to consider whether he can see h's way on 
the facts—and I do not propose to pass 
any judgment on them—to recommend 
Parliament to vote a sum of money to 
Captain Strasburg for the services he has 
rendered, if he is not entitled, technically 
speaking, to the war gratuity. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
TT. Givens).—In putting the motion, I 
desire to 


indorse ‘the remarks. of ‘the 


and the pers of the eames 5 (seu ; 
tor Gardiner) as to the good wishes which | e 
we entertain towards each other for a 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous time 
in the years to come. I express my grati- 
tude for the hearty assistance and good- 
will that I have received generally from 
the members of the Senate, and also my 


appreciation of the officers of the Aa 
Senate, the Hansard staff, and every 
one else for the “splendid services 


they have rendered in a long and som 
what arduous session. I hope that, 
after the strain they have experienced, 
they will be able to enjoy a good holiday 
and come back like giants refreshed for 
the continuation of the session next year 
I extend to all my felicitations for 
Christmas season. 


Question resolved in the aftrrhatenan 
Senate adjourned at 3.57 p.m. 


Mr. Spzaxer (Hon, Sir Elliot Johnson’ 
took the chair at 11 a.m., and -™ 
prayers. ates 


BASIC WAGE: PUBLIC SERVANTS f 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I ask the 
Leader of the House whether he has seen 
a telegram sent by Mr. O’Connor, re 
garding an alleged promise of the Prim 
Minister, and whether any such oa 
was made. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. eg I nyse 
received a telegram from Mr. O’Connor-. 
The moment I became aware that thes 
telegrams were being received by mem 
bers, I telegraphed to the Prime Minister, 
asking him whether Mr. O’Connor’s state- 
ments were correct. 


Mr, J. H. Carrs.—We had the sam 
denials eae. the War et 


hardly tae his ward ie it were uncor 
roborated. I speak from my own experi 
ence of him. He tried, the other day, bis 
put statements into my “mouth which were 


ceived Pa i Prime! Ministor 


Oe - Statement by 0’ Connor absolutely untrue. 
pe. = telling O’ Connor that I would heist see 


 him— 


~ incident— 
ee have never spoken to him in my life. 


An unqualified and absolute denial. 


Mr. Lavente——No one would take the 
| oa Minister’s word, nor yours either. 


Ce as, JOSEPH COOK.—More. insults. 


HIGH. COMMISSIONER. 


_ Mr. RILEY.—Has the Treasurer seen 
- the paragraph in this morning’s news- 
ae papers intimating that Mr. Fisher has 
_ been given three months’ leave: of absence, 
with a view to Senator Millen taking over 


ee, his. duties ? 


know ane stag the matter. 


ie ae LEAD ORE. 


EMBARGO ON EXPORTATION. 


hat, exportation may be free. 


able member asks. 


eavek 2 eet." C7} 


oe suppose that that Plates to the station 


i mle Sir JOSEPH COOK. eg and my re- 
ply is the same as yesterday : IT do not 


Me. GREGORY. —Some time ago a de- 
putation from the Country party waited 
on the Prime Minister, and was assured 
that ‘no further embargoes would be 
- placed on the export of produce from Ause 
tralia. Recently, however, I received 
from the Solicitor-General an intimation 
0 nen an embargo would be placed on the 
export of lead ore from Western Aus- 
tralia. I ask the Leader of the House 
whether he will promise that this matter 
shall be definitely brought before Cabinet, 
and consideration given to my request 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know nothing 
about the matter, but I think that I may 
nake the promise for which the honor- 


rE echt before the Assistant Minister 
for defence certain circumstances con- 


of ie Warrant Officer Little, and dekcad 
that an inquiry might be made into his 
| case. The pononsng Se toon aa : 

at h _ the facts, buh E Wink what took La: ob ad “ 


26 orotate ee ie station: 1 huwbe now: 


reneeuea from the Defence Department a 
communication saying that the Depart-— 
ment cannot see its way to institute a 
Court of Inquiry, as requested. I wish 
to know if that ig the Department’s last 
word on the case, and if this man is not 
to be given an opportunity of putting the — 
circumstances of his return from abroad | 
before a tribunal. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I Hs 
given a great deal of care and thought 
to this case, and have had it before my 
executive officers for a long time. Tt has 
been threshed out as thoroughly ag a 
case could be threshed out, and I regret 
to have to say that the ‘conclusion ar- 
tived at is that ea more can be ae 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. i 
PuRCHASE OF TIMBER. Rett uh 


Mr. FOWLER laid on the table an in. 
terim report of the Joint Committee of 
Public Accounts upon the purchase of 
saw-mills and timber areas in mdsagnine ci ° ; 

Ordered to be printed. 


if 


WAR GRATUITY. 


Mr. McGRATH.—In to-days news- 
paper it is stated that a number of 
soldiers who have received their discharge | 
in Great Britain invaded the High Com-_ 
missioner’s office, demanding cash for 
their war. oratuity bonds, and left only 
on being promised that within a day or 
two £25 in cash would be made avail- 
able to them. If that statement be true, 
is the Government going to make £25 in 
cash available to those soldiers who ful-— 
filled their contract and returned to Aus- : 
tralia ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. ha | aoe. 
troublesome question crops up about ten ie 
times every day. Hh 

Mr. Manony.—Then why do you. not A 
solve it ? x 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am | preva Q 
to consider expedients. One suggestion — 
is that the honorable member should sur- — 
render his salary. That would provide a 
cash gratuity for ten soldiers. nye 

Mr. Manony.—If the Prime Minister : 
will surrender his £25,000, I will Bk 8 
my £1,000. | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. ty antwen to 
the question is that I know nothing about — 
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relation, not to the cashing of the war 
gratuity, but to the repatriation of 
stranded persons. | 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Is the Treasurer 
aware that a large number of applications 
for cash have been under consideration as 
long as three months, and will he ask the 
Board to expedite action, because some 
of the persons concerned are in needy cir- 
cumstances ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am asking 
every day in my life for that to be done, 
but I shall ask again. 


TAXATION COMMISSION. 
Mr. FLEMING.—In view of the fact 


that the Commission investigating the ad- 


justment of taxation is to sit in all the. 


State capitals, I ask the Treasurer what 
steps, if any, have been taken to bring 
those who represent primary production 
into touch with it? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK-—I am quite 
unaware, but I shall make inquiry and 
let the honorable member know. 


QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I again draw the 
attention of the House, as unfortunately 
I have had to do only too frequently dur- 
ing this session, to the fact that the ask- 
ing and answering of questions should be 
listened to in silence, without interjections 
of any kind. I remind honorable mem- 
bers also that it is only questions on ur- 
gent matters of public importance that 
should be asked» without notice. The 
system which has grown up of seeking to 
argue and debate subjects on questions 
without notice gives rise to more eee 


than do any of the other proceedings in 
this Chamber. 


SHIPBUILDING AT WALSH 
ISLAND... ~ 


Mr. WATKINS.—As the House js 


about to go into recess, and as I under- 


stand that all but one union have signed . 


up under the shipping agreement, I ask 
the Minister for Home and Territories if 
he will consider the suggestion that the 
Ministry should examine the contract 
with the New South Wales Government 
for the Bes that are to be tendered for 
-and built on Walsh Island? It will be 


Tacation Commission. i [REPRE SENTATIVES ] 


Ordnance Stores Employ 


a few months before we meet again, 
everything may be in the a 
the meantime. 


AG béncraine member that the ere 
Ce has occurred has nese in -conse- 


been deal’ long ago. -As to the goin 
on with the building of the large ship . 
at Walsh Island, I cannot give a promise, — 

seeing that a revised tender was y : 


fore I do anything, honorable memb 
will be given an opportunity to come 
a decision on the matter. . < 


Mr. MAKIN. _will the Assistant Min 


hae for Defence have inquiries ins a 


oe in the Ordnance Store ys 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. <I sh I] 


have inquiries made. 


Mr. FENTON.—Serious / comple ; 
are made about the service to the Pacifie 
Islands carried on by Messrs: Burn 
ePhilp, and Company. It is said that th 
Government gave to that firm the right 
to carry mails, and to do other business 
with the Pacific Islands, without calling pe 
for tenders, and that the firm does not 
deal out even-handed justice to shippe 
It is complained that certain financial 
terests control its operations, and receive 
advantages over smaller shippers. Will 
the Leader of the Government hoe 


all sito may be-on an equal ‘footing 
no monied men being given preference? — 
Sir JOSEPH bier pha: y 


made concerning this company by ap 
pers in the islands, the fact remains that 


there. I do not know what we shoul 
have done regarding these islands but 
this same much-maligned firm. 


¥ of JOSEPH COOK.—Of course, if 
a he company is doing anything wrong 
vie es they must be stopped, and I 


i - shall have inquiries made. 


WOOL. SCOURING INDUSTRY. 


fants cM LISTER.—I have on more than 
ve. occasion brought under the notice of 
the Prime Minister the very unsatisfac- 
pee position in which those engaged in 
_ the wool-scouring industry find themselves 
Behe The position hag been for a con- 
siderable time very difficult, and I wish 
to know from the Leader of the House 
__ whether some effort will be made for sup- 
» plies. of skins in order to keep men in 
something like decent employment,’ and 
so. obviate the appalling oe with 
- which they are threatened ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I ae a in- 
gomanine that has been caused in the 
way suggested by the honorable member. 
_ When the Prime Minister returns to Mel- 
| bourne I shall make him acquainted with 

the honorable member’s remarks. 


MILITARY OFFENDERS IN GAOL. 
Mr. McGRATH.—Has the Assistant 
- Ministewfor Defence made any further 
_ inquiries into the cases of those military 
_ offenders who are now confined in Pent- 
ridge Gaol, and does he intend to take 
; any action tyith a. view to their release at 
an early date? \ 

_ Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. — I pro- 
‘mised the House a short time ago that I 
ee would look into the eases of those men 
confined at~PRentridge, but I really have 
not had time to do so. During this week 


_ I have been fully occupied with the work » 


a a of the Department, in addition to the 
_wouk in the House, but I intend to visit 
 Pentridge, as I promised, and see if any- 
_ thing can be done. 

_ _Mr. West.—Does that promise apply 
“also to military prisoners in Sydney? 
Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I 

es 
take similar steps in Sydney. 


shall 


| | REPATRIATION. 
eis Berane’ Co-OPERATIVE ENTERPRISES. 


ba OM, BRUCE.—Can the Assistant Min- 
nae ister for Repatriation tell the House if 


ae, has a been done with regard 


to the duthioniaed advances, on the ieee 
of. £1 for ‘£1, to soldiers’ co- operative us 
enterprises } ie it a fact that the regula- - 
tions under which such advances may be — 
made have not yet been issued, and that, 
in consequence, applications are held nae 
Mr. RODGERS.—The position with © 
regard to these advances is surrounded 
with difficulty to a much greater deen ; 
than the House could have foreseen. “My 
own opinion, is that some important — 


change will have to be made in the Act 


to render it effective. 
little has been done. 
Mr. Brucr.—Has anything been done? 


Mr. RODGERS.—I am not in a posi- 
tion to say, but I think that very little, if 
anything, has been done. I am bound to 
say that, In my opinion, the Act is not 
sufficiently effective to carry out the in- 
tention of Parliament, and at the first ” 
opportunity I shall bring under the notice — 
of the Government a Pra for an 
amendment of it. 

Mr. BRUCE.—iIn view of the very 
unsatisfactory statement by the Assistant — 
Minister for Repatriation, will the Leader 
of the House undertake that the difficul — 
ties spoken of are immediately considered 
by the Cabinet? Some endeavour should” 


Up to date very 


‘be made to find a way out, in view of the — 


fact that the Department has not taken — 
the trouble to ask this House to amend 
the legislation, which apparently cannot 
be carried out in the way we intended. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not nde 3 
the honorable member should say that. 
This is the first I have heard of any 
trouble regarding the Act as it effects 
soldiers’ co-operative enterprises. : 
Mr. McWirtrams.—But nothing has 
been done at all under the Act. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I tee ue 1) 
was not aware that a defect in the Act ‘ 
was the cause of the trouble. i 
Mr. Brucr.—I am only asking the Ga: s 
vernment to find a way out of “the diff 
culty immediately. i 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I can ool ae | 


that the matter will be taken into ane 


sideration. | 
Mr. Roperrs.—It has already | ro , 
considered by the Law authorities. _ : 
Mr. Brennan.—Here is another Min- 1 
ister “'butting” in! : 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That Linister | 
has charge of Repatriation, and has. a 


¥ & 2 
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right to “butt” in; and he has already 
told the House a fact of which I was not 
aware, namely, that there is some defect 
in the Act which requires remedying. 
‘The sooner it is remedied the better. 


OLD-AGE AND INVALID 
PENSIONS. 

Mr. RILEY.—In view of the facts laid 
before the Government during this week 
in regard to the high cost of living, will 
the ‘Treasurer take immediate steps to 
-inerease the old-age and invalid pensions 
before the House rises to-day? Will the 
right honorable gentleman introduce a 
. resolution giving the Government the 
necessary power ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am afraid I 
eannot do so at present. 

Mr. WEST.—The ‘Treasurer appa- 
rently requires time to consider means of 
raising further revenue, and as the House 
is about to go into recess, and [ shall, con- 
sequently, have some time at my disposal, 
T am willing to give him any assistance I 
ean in the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! Order! 


WIRELESS TELEPHONY. 
_ Exprrtmments In Partrament House. 


‘Mr. BRENNAN.—Mr. Speaker, I de- 
sire to address a question to yourself 
without notice. It .is not so much a 
matter of urgency, but I hope you will 
pardon the question, seeing that the recess 
is soon to deprive us, if I may say so, of 
your genial society. | desire to ask you 
a question with regard to these mysterious 
instruments which are suspended from 
the roof. Are they not, in a certain man- 
ner, an invasion of the privileges of hon- 
orable members, inasmuch’ as they are 
intended to convey their speeches directly 
from this Chamber to. people outside? Am 
I correctly informed, in particular, that 
the one hanging over ‘the head of the hon- 
orable member for Barrier (Mr. ‘Consi- 
dine) is specially intended to enable the 
_Prime Minister to hear the speeches of 
that gentleman without running the risk 
of coming into the Chamber? 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—I am afraid that the honorable 
member has not been correctly informed 
im regard to every particular. Of course, 
if there is serious objection to this experi- 


Wireless Telephony. [REPRESENTATIVES.] 


but a representative of the Wireless Tele 


-livered by Mr. Justice Starke laid on the 


become operative from July. 


Arbitration Awards. 


ment being made, it will be discontinu 


phony Company sought permission — to 
make it in this Chamber, with a view to 
seeing if it be possible to transmit the ~~ 
speeches made here to other portions 0 
the building, and the temporary test 1 
being made in the Prime Minister’s room. 
I do not know with what degree of suc 
cess the experiment has met, but honor 
able members might* find it convenient, 
later on, perhaps, if wireless. reports of 
their speeches could be conveyed to ther 
own rooms without imposing on them the 
necessity of coming into the Chamber. 
Mr. Hiaes.—It might be extended | 
honorable members’ constituents. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—That is so. I must 
confess that, personally, I can see some 
advantage in such an arrangement, and 
it might relieve me from some of the un 
pleasant tasks which sometimes devolve 
upon me when degates are of a heated 
character. | 


PRESENTATION TO PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. LAVELLE.—In view of the fact 
that the session is about to end, and of the 
necessity for certain arbitration awards to. 
lie on the table of the House for some 
time before they take effect, will th 
Leader of the House make arrangements 
to-day to have these awards recently de- 


table, so that, along with, others, they ma: 
If thes 
awards are not laid on the table, and the 
session closes to-day, payment cannot be 
made under them until a month after we 
meet next year. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. Whee or 
not the awards are laid on the table, their 
operation will not be interfered with. Tf 
necessary, the Government will come to 
Parliament and ask for indemnification 
for any action they may take to give 
effect to them, so the honorable member 
may, therefore, be quite easy in his mind, 
Some have already been laid on the table, 
and nothing will be allowed to interfere 
with the operation\of any of them. a 8 
am not sure that I have not heard some 
people asking that these awards be not 
laid on the table of the House—that they. 
be not Leagues 


ere. “this morning | ri have ies pi 
ollowing telegram :— 

assed public meeting Port Moresby 10th, fol- 
ing resolution carried unanimously :—‘That 
ens protest against actions of administra- 
m in denying Dr. Mathews the right to at- 
_ tend his patients in Port Moresby Hospital, 
nd demand that Dr. Mathews be given the 
right to visit and attend his patients in hos- 
eal Nursing staff and wardsmen not in any 
Way discriminate between patients in hospital, 
notwithstanding who their doctor may be, and 
_ that Dr. Mathews as private practitioner be 
_ given the same right Government drugs in his 
_ private practice as allowed all Government 
_ medical officers, which he had when attending 
_ private patients during his term of office as 
Government Medical Officer.”’ 


_ (Sgd.) CHamman Crrizen Associations. 


Will the Minister for Home and Terri- 
ories ascertain whether the statements 
y mtained in that telegram can be veri- 
ql ied? It is stated that white people 
are refused admission to the hospital, al- 
though it is the only one to which they 
an go, and that they are not allowed to 
have the attendance of their own medical 


Mr. POY'N TON. —J am fully conver- 
sant with the matter referred to by the 
honorable member. I have already given 
decision that Dr. Mathews is not to 
_ carry on his private Naas in the 


Dr. Maroney. —Then you will have a 


1 evolution there before you are aware! 


‘PECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


-. Bastc Wace Departs. 


‘ 
t 


ced “abe hour to be fixed by Mr: Tarek, 
which time of meeting shall be notified by Mr. 
et to each member by telegram or 
ter 


rt ag the session is closed baud and we 
are. to stand adjourned until March or 


e given the opportunity of discussing the 
sport of the Basic Wage Commission— 
e of the most important papers evér 
tabled in this House. As honorable mem- 
bers have a right to discuss that report, I 


¥¢ 


vote against the motion. 


_ Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [11.32]—I 


yaaa Hs 


think we ought to have some information 


. a & re 
it 


; Recah ne Government _ as to” wee the 


House will meet again, because there are 
some very important matters on the busi: 
ness-paper for consideration, the most — 
important being the question of the Be 
wage, a matter which cannot be dealt 
with properly in three or four hours. - 


Mr. McWirt1ams.— Why should we ‘no 
meet to-morrow ? 


Mr. MAHONY.—If this motion is 
carried and the House adjourns this after- _ 
noon or to-night, there will be no to-mor 
row. I object strongly to the motion, ie 
cause if it is carried it will only give us 
one or two hours in which to discuss this, 
most important question of what should _ 
be the living wage for our public servants — 
and for employees generally throughout — 
the Commonwealth. The only alternative — 
is to sit all to-night and right through to- — 
morrow, and. perhaps to-morrow night, — 
until we eventually conclude the debate. 


Mr. McoWrtiams.—Last night the ae | 
orable member. voted to sit .all ve he i 
discuss this matter. i, 


Mr. MAHONY.—Yes, but ast niehee. 
the proposal was quite different. We could — 
have gone on with the debate and then — 
adjourned it and met again, but if this — 
motion is carried there will be no further — 


sitting of the House until next year, and — 


we shall be precluded from discussing the 
basic wage question unless we unduly ex- 
tend this sitting in order to do so. I am 
strongly opposed to this motion. I ad 
the House should proceed in the ade 
way to do the business before it. The Go- 
vernment and those supporting them are 
greatly mistaken if they think that, the 
closing of this part of the session will | 
solve the great problem of the living wage 
for the people of Australia. It is simply — 
the attitude of the ostrich, which sticks its 
head in the sand, thinking that by doing — 
so it has solved the ‘problem of how Aer | 
escape from its pursuers. We may ade 
journ, but this great problem will still ee 
facing us. Industrial affairs are becoming 
so unsettled in Australia that it becomes — 
more necessary every day to make an at- — 
tempt to solve this question, otherwise — 
serious consequences will ensue to the | : 
people generally. It is useless to play 
the ostrich trick of closing Parliament, 
saying) ao That male: the cere aE 


ws ASSN 
iG ee 


ha Special 


insure to the people of eee a decent 
_ degree of comfort in their general eondi- 
tions of living. 

Sir Josrpu Coox.—May I, by leave, 
remove a misapprehension ? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—If the right honor- 
able gentleman speaks now he closes the 
debate on this motion. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [11.37]. 
I hope the Treasurer will not press 
this motion. 

Sir Josrepn Coox.—-Seeing that I am 
not permitted to make a statement, may 
i say, by way of interjection, that the 
‘Government have no idea of closuring the 
debate on the basic wage question in any 
shape or form. If honorable members 
wish to continue sitting this afternoon 
and through the night, the Gevernment 
are prepared to sit with them, and to- 
morrow also. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That would be 
a very unwise thing to do. Undoubtedly 
the public of Australia are very much 
agitated over the question of the basic 
wage. I moved ‘the adjournment of the 
debate yesterday because I thought it in- 
advisable to have sueh an important mat- 
ter discussed: at an all-night sitting, and 
I would very much prefer to have it dis- 
cussed until a reasonable hour this even- 
ing, and then again to-morrow morning, 
until the debate is concluded. Nothing 
will give a certain class of the community 
stronger cause for complaint than the 
fact that this Parliament, with such an 
important question before it, has rushed 
it through at an all-night sitting, as the 
motion suggests. When this sitting con- 
cludes this part of the session ends, and 
honorable members will not be called to- 
gether until Mr. Speaker, in his wisdom, 
summons us to meet again. 

‘Sir JosrrH Coox.—While the ee 
able member is discussing this question, 
will he kindly tell us just what he thinks 
can be done by a discussion of the report 
of the Basic Wage Commission at the 
present juncture? 

Mr. MoWILLIAMS.—TIf£ nothing can 
be done by discussing the matter, why has 
~ it been introduced in this House and tur- 


moil created all over Australia? The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) deliber- 


ately moved that the report of the Com- 


| mission. be printed for the purpose, as he 
at it, of having the question discussed. 


c [REPRESENTATIVES ] 


the question, and the Leader 


Aajuranent:_ 


He has made a lengthy statemnee . 

bf the Op- 
position (Mr. Tudor) has done the sa : ‘ 
and the remarks of both will be reat 
all over Australia. Any attempt to el 
Parliament with an all-night sitting | 
bate on this matter would be such an 
ceedingly dangerous course that I thi 
the House ought not to contemplate ‘1 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [11.4 E 
—I agree with the sentiments expresset 
by the honorable member for Franklir 
(Mr. McWilliams), but I do not ag 
with the method he has suggested for d 
cussing this very important question 
the basic wage—the most. important @ 
launched in Australia. In response 
a deputation the Prime Minister 
Hughes) popoumeed in his policy’ sp 


and a Basie Wave Commie we ‘ 
for ten ee Pccaks an the task 


with the terms of the Commission’s — 
port. But instead of the House devoting — 
sufficient time and proper hours to ~ 
consideration of this problem, the sugges- ~ 
tion is made that we should sit on to-d 
and perhaps to-morrow to deal with 
The proposal does not appeal to me. Thi 
House, if it takes the report of the Ba 
Wage ‘Commission seriously, and has any 
realization of the true position, will ad- 
journ at a proper hour this afternoo 
and meet next week at a proper time; and © 
if the matter cannot be settled next week, 
it will sit here during the following we 

and continue sitting until the subject 
fittally disposed of.’ In that way we sha 
be carrying out the duty which we are 
dls to perform. We must ee a 


I a that honorable a wh - Bi 
homes are far removed from Melbourne 
are anxious to get away, but they m 


a problem confronted them. Yet we <« 
asked to settle it in a few hours’ dise 
sion or continue sitting all night and 
to-morrow, and then adjourn for three 


. What will occur in ee intervene 
ng months? There is a state of fer- 
ent among both employers and em- 
oyees in regard to this question. Are 
to expect them to remain in a calm 
m4 of mind for Base cata Par- 


(ated to it? Let the iod aN with- 
drawn and let those honorable members 
who want to go to their ‘homes do so, while 
those who remain in Melbourne can meet 
1ere next week and the following week, 
and, if necessary, continue sitting right 


“until Christmas if, by doing so, this im 


‘portant problem can be. solved. 


_ Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (lIllawarra) 
[1 44|).—If sitting here next week; the 
‘week after, and through the Christmas 
"holidays would mean ‘the solving of 
this” problem, and it is regarded as un- 
solvable otherwise, the desire of every 
eerable member would be to continue 


cis , while fies nan speeches, ad- 
ressed with one eye on Parliament and 
e other ve. on. the great, Publie Service 


ie 


sion uponé it. As a matter t fact, iio 
ime Minister (Mr. Hughes) announced 
1 the. floor of this House that Common- 


: Mand all the talk we may. ae in 
ays will not alter that fact. | 

r. Gass.—He did not say that. 

. HECTOR LAMOND. 
et the Prime “Minister ‘said. 


aon a iio wage as Pia re Novem- 
The amount is to be ih ea by ine 


ie upon this motion the cab 
h basic ae, tet 


wage is 


_ nounced, and it will be carried out whe- 


-I hope the Treasurer will not 


‘made ? 


ment. 


ae cher  dateieiadee 
of the Government, and that, there- 
fore, we ought to agree to this motion. 
It ought to be made clear to the public 
servants that we cannot help them, and 
are not he'ping them one whit, by sitting 
on here discussing the, matter. The G 


vernment policy ‘has been definitely an- 


ther the. debate proceeds in this Charts 
for a week or three weeks. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) fut 47] - 
press his 
motion, or, if he does, that it will Bo 
defeated. It is extraordinary that the 
right honorable gentleman should have, 
moved it at the outset of a very im 
portant discussion. His motion means, » 
in other words, that Parliament, on a 
the rising of the House, shall be 
practically prorogued. Would it not be 
better for the Government to wait until ! 
the debate upon the basic wage has pro- 
ceeded, at any rate, until some stage this 
afternoon, by. which time they might be — 
im a position to know whether finality can — 
be reached and a specific ihn oundeten? 
I do not wish to repeat the co- 
gent and forcible arguments advanced by. 
Tapistania members on this side, and I 
need scarcely remind honorable members — 


\ 


\ that this very important public matter 


is one that is agitating the minds of na hs 
thousands throughout Australia. It be 
hoves Parliament, then, to give that at- 
tention to the subject ‘which the. public 
expect of us. My reasons for pee 
as I do are fortified by the fact that 
have received a telegram, in common. 
with other honorable members, depatched_ 
from Sydney last evening. It contains a 
message to the effect that the Prime Mi 
ister stated to a deputation in Sydney- 
Mr. Bayrey.—It does not say that 
Mr. RYAN.—Obviously, other hono 
able members have received a simila 
message, which is to the effect that thy 
Prime Minister told a deputation that if 
twenty-four honorable members wer 
willing to remain— Tey! 
Mr.. Bayiey.—That statement : w 
made in this House. Tas 
Mr. Hector Lamonp. ih eee was in. 
consistent with the decision of the Go 
vernment. e 
Mr, RYAN.—It. is inconsistent, be 
cause the Prime Minister is constanth 
doing and’ saying things which are 


x + ety 


consistent with the policy of the Gore 


Sir Joszrx Coon =the Prime 
ays this is an absolute untruth: — | : 
Mr. RYAN.—If the Prime Minister: “upon Tee basic wage, 
has said that he never used those words— to remain, as long as ott 
Sir Josern Coox.—His message reads, members reasonably desire. 


statement by Aca absolutely un- timated at the beginning of tl 
: | that the Government were. ‘pr 


Mr, RYAN. —That, however, does not 4X a basic wage for public ser 
alter the need for honorable members to the Prime Minister did not reveal 


ly themselves to the consideration of ‘the amount would be. 
ae hee wage, and for them to see to it | definite proposal of the G ? 
before the House rises that the pledge should be before the ‘House, an t . 
xf the Government is given effect to. It otherwise, it is of no use to. deb te 
is all very well for the honorable member question at all. As there is no p 
: for. Illawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) to before honorable members, the onl | 
rgue that we will not benefit public ser- intimate to the ‘Government hat 
vants or the industries of this country by think is to debate tne matt 
sitting ‘on here, debating this subject. — Chamber. It has been said on 
‘Sir Joszra Coox.—How are. you going casions by honorable members 


to see that the pledge of the Government that supporters of the Governmen os 
3 carried out? . cuss subjects such as this in ow part 


Mr. RYAN. —Honorable ee are, oom Upstarts, and shal ve ae 
Mire as bonstant watch-dogs over public oe poner The Treasurer | 
affairs ; they can bring matters forward and wall ae ie te an ott ae 
and move motions in this House. A ma- ee nounIng ie the kind ha We 

jority of honorable members can always with respect to the basic wage. 


compel the Government to them wall) Theat) egalge opportunity to a 
the House is not sitting, however, how | 
ean that be done? The Government do 
not require much time in which to decide 
and announce what they mean by their 
pledge. As for their decision to pay the i plone jee ea 
increase as from the first day of this plea ance gt a an a 
ionth, I hold that they should go much ch Smee BE a ae t ; 
further back. The party to which I om d. PAP ent Manone cate. yee 
have the honour to belone has taken ve ic yee, sie vei mania 

very opportunity to point that out. Be- Pe Canine 8 Pe eee 
fore a motion of this character is agreed Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN 
to, we should have some definite assurance Monaro) [Lt. 54]. —It is an ext ordin 
that the pledge of the Government will procedure .to endeavour to w ight, 
be honoured. I am not satisfied that we basic wage question with an effort t 
have the assurance as yet; and, that poe out the Government. If we were 
so, I shall vote against the motion . | the business of the Governmen 


Mr. BELL (Darwin) Fae 51] Pe a een their: hands there would be 
the honorable member for Franklin (Mr. CUTS? for hes self-respecting 
- MeWilliams) moved the adjournment of adopt. It is the duty of the 
_ the debate on the basic wage last evening, to present and control the busin 
_ protests were raised by honorable mem- this Chamber; it is their duty als 
_ pers opposite, and it was alleged that at this stage what they are 
honorable members on this side did not regarding the basic wags. — 
‘wish to discuss the subject. I was one of Mr. ‘Constpine. But they dec 
those, however, who indicated that I was know. a hy 

! willing to remain and assist in its dis- Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN ah 
cussion. . When there is important busi-_ they do. Practically all hono ) 
| efore the House, and it appears bers have agreed that the lot 
vious that honorable members are publie servant jis an unhay 
; stone-walling,’” I am always prepared that he is certainly underpa 
vote aad ne tee ae of, the: pane of the Governm 


SoHE tin to decide hn is” 
basic wage, I shall press the 
this Chamber is. not the proper t 


ie probably ay a - great 
roughout the country. 


Strikes have 


‘honorable members. 
Sir Joszrn Cook. —tLying Golegtang, 
_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It is very 
i ie 4 “unwise to try to smother this business 
up. It cannot be smothered, and if an 
7 % effort is made in that direction there will 
ibe serious results. I listened carefully to 
the utterance of the Prime Minister early 
is this week, and I am quite as anxious as 
any one else to see public servants paid 
a living wage. I hope, however, that the 
matter will not be made a party one, for 
- that. procedure would inflict injury on the 
Public Service. I understood the Prime 
f Bee oper to promise in this House that 
the Government would pay an interim 
basic wage, but that they wanted time to 
ne - consider ae Why cannot the Treasurer 
tell honorable members now that the Go- 
~ vernment are prepared to pay a wage 
oe Oe iet to the State basic wage ! 
Sir JosepH Cook.—Because Cabinet has 
had no time to consider it. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—We know 
_ that public servants must be paid a decent 
wage, and that they ought to receive it 
Biase ious delay. : 
Mr. SPEAKER. Gren’: I ask the 
 honoratle member uot to discuss the basic 
wage, since that is the subject-matter of 
. _the next matter on the business-paper. 
ee NL AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I. shall 
cy ‘not do so, sir, although I have been 
listening to other honorable members do- 
ee ne nothing else. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! © 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — Very 
well; it is exceptional that I should not 


be permitted to discuss the subject while 
' other honorable members may doso. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order!. The honor- 
able member does not realize, I hope, 
that that is a serious reflection on the 
Chair. I have called other members 
to order for a reason similar to that which 
compelled my intervention in his case. 


r. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TI do not 
desire to go on discussing the matter; I 
os erely point out that I am evidently un- 
unate. It is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to say what they are prepared to 
». If we were to sit here for a week 
would get no further unless the Go- 
vernment adopted that course, There is 
rmined effort to make party capa! 
out of he whole business. 


“deal 0 of beaanie | 


ss threatened ; telegrams have been sent 


Sir J OSEPH oe nati is a party agi 
tation. ie 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —In the in- 


_ interests of public servants, with whom I~ 


have some sympathy, I plead with honor. — 
able members not to adopt that pro. 
cedure. It would be better for the Go-- i 
vernment to hold a Cabinet meeting, even 
to-day, for, after all, the question must 
be settled, A the sooner the better. De. ‘5 
lay will cause the dissatisfaction of the 


service to swell, and the agitation of its 


members to grow like a rolling snowball. 
Most honorable members on this side have — 
made up their minds that the Giverny 
will be acting rightly in determining that — 
some additional wage shall be paid to 
public servants, and I hope that Minis- 
ters will not hesitate to make a statement 
on the question. An honorable member — 
asks me why I intend to vote for the mo- e 
tion. rT 
Sir Josrpx Coox.—I am not going to 
press it, and I ask leave to withdraw 1b. 
Motion, by. leave, withdrawn. 


PERS ONAL E XPLANATIONS. 


Mr. James Pacr.—I desire to make! | 
a personal explanation regarding an inci- 
dent which occurred yesterday evening. 
I wish to apologize to the House for my > 
conduct, and to unreservedly’ withdraw — 
the remarks which I made, since I made : 
them in anger. : 

Dr. Matonry.—I desire also to make 
a brief personal explanation. I indorse — 
what I said last night, and only wish — 
to say, further, that my big-hearted frigid 
has my love as much as he ever had ib. 


POSTMASTER- GENERAL'S - 
DEPARTMENT. 


Port ApeLatpn, East BALMAIN, | 
ELIZABETH-STREET, MELBOURNE, 
OFFICES : RAILWway POSTAL Bacs. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Has_ the Postuiseteee 
General received a reconsidered offer from — 
the Chief Secretary of South Australia — 
regarding the police station site at Por’ — 
Adelaide upon which the citizens desire 
that their new post-office shall be erected ye 


AND” 
Post 


Mr. WISE.—I have received no such 
offer. FY 
Mr. CUNN INGHAM. —With reread 


to a substitute for travelling post-offices — 
on the railway lines of New South Wales, © 
I would like to know from the Postmaster- _ 
General what is being done in the direc- — 


tion of Tose Soka upon the matter. 


ae bate WISE. the ae in use is Ve 
3 ended over all the main lines, and, so 
far, has been very successful. - 

Mr. MAHONY.—Has the Postmaster- 

- General given further consideration to 
the very pressing necessity for a new 
- post-office at East Balmain? The build- 
ing at present in use is little better than 
a dog-box. 
Mr. WISE.—The matter will be con- 
; Seon in connexion with the framing of 
next year’s Estimates. 

Dr. MALONEY.—wWill the  Post- 

master4General take into. consideration 
the necessity for completing the post- 
office building at the corner of Elizabeth 
and Bourke streets, and so providing ac- 
commodation for Commonwealth officers 
now housed in the thirty-four, different 
buildings in and around the city now 
rented by the Commonwealth? ¢ I wish 
to have the unsightly galvanized iron 
building at the north end of the post- 
office removed. 

Mr. WISE.—The Honbeatt member 
put a similar question to me only two or 
three days ago. I then promised that I 

would give the matter consideration. 


TUBERCULAR SOLDIERS. 


“Mr. HECTOR LAMOND—\In the 
absence of the Assistant Minister for Re- 
patriation (Mr. Rodgers), I desire to ask 
the Treasurer if, during the recess, an 

effort will be made to ascertain the num- 
ber of returned soldiers in the Common- 
wealth who are suffering from tuber- 
culosis? I know that there are some diffi- 
culties in the way, but it is very neces- 
sary that we should have’ the exact 
figures, 
ror JOSEPH  COOK--T ape that 
when we adjourn for the Christmas vaca- 
tion—I do not know when that will be— 
it will be possible to inquire into the mat- 
ter: 


BROKEN HILL-ADELAIDE 
TRUNK LINE TELEPHONE. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—In view of-an 

implied promise made by his predetessor, 

will the Postmastér-General, during the 

Christmas vacation, take into considera 
tion the ~ desirability of connecting 
- Broken Hill and Adelaide by means of a’ 
- trunk line telephone? 


Mr. WISE. Yes 


Agreement Act, provided that in Queens 


ROYAL _ AUSTRALIAN 
“ENGINEERS? PAY.) = 
Mr. MAKIN.—I desire to ask the 
sistant Minister for Defence—— 


Sir JosrpH Coox.—_We have had q 
enough questions without notice to-day. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Whether he will 
upon the table of the House this a 
noon a report that has been submi 
by a Committee appointed to investi 
the claims made by the Royal Austra 
Engineers for increased pay. and whic 
understand, recommends a 60 a 
increase over the 1912 rates? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I_ knot 
nothing of such a report, and ‘therefore. 
cannot promise to lay if on the tab e ou 


TESTIMONIAL TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER. — 


Mr. LAVELLE.—Will the Treas 
state whether there is any truth in 
rumour that he is: to.receive one-hal 
the amount of £25,000 presented by 
of a testimonial to the Prime Minister? 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon, Sir Elliot Joh 
son).—Order! Such questions are q 
out a order. ie 


IRRIGATION: QUEENSLAND. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the rope M 


ister, wpon notice— 
Will the Government favorably A ph 
question of contributing money to Queenslar 
and other States of the Commonwealth fo 
irrigation purposes in the same proportio 
that granted to New South Wales, Vi 
and South Australia under the Murray Wi 


the money so ‘granted shall be expende 
equal portions in Southern, ConA 
Northern Queensland ? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am unable 
at the moment, to find the answer to 
question, but if the honorable member 
any propositions for enterprises sim 
to those which have been underta 
down here, and which promise the s 
result, I shall be disposed to look kindly 
on them. It is quite impossible, however, 
to give a definite answer to a hypothet 
question. My sympathy is with irr 
tion. J think irrigation is a paying ] 
position for the Federal Government 
well as for any of the State Go 
ments. | 


mel 


he Ministor fo fc or 


Is e a fact that sugar is Mido delivered 
obart merchants at £49 per ton, whilst 


erchants at Launceston and other ports are - 


smpelled to pay £49 plus all charges? 

2. Tf so, will the Minister immediately make 
as £49, plus only the difference in freight, in- 
urance, and wharfage as compared with the 
20st of delivery to Hobart? ae 

_ Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 


x 


honorable member’s. questions are as fol- 
low :— ar? 8 iy i 


‘1. It has been 50, the special rate regarding 
ital cities having recently “been extended 
to Hobart. — 

2. Yes; this will include Launceston and all 
other ports in Tasmania to which sugar is 
» shipped direct from either Ay Hey or Mel- 
ys bourne. 


en er, ‘upon notice— 6 ( 
Whether he wilWintorm the okie ee the 


i final pavments will be made in connexion with 
the 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-18 Wheat ‘‘ Rools,’ 


also the amount to be paid? 
aaah Seis ro Mr? 


+ 
i 


3 asurer, Upon ‘notice— . 


1. Is it a fact that in a number of cases in 
w South Wales where estates are required 


Lee purchases? . 

Is any money Sialluile for this purpose 
m the recent Peace Loan, which was stated 
be for such repatriation purposes ? 


Si JOSEPH COOK. —The answers 
he Eonteable member's” ‘questions: are 


ENew South Wales the sum of 


£l, 996,731. gai much of the balance as 


be provided out of the Second ‘Peace 
year is £2, 187, 888, 


e8, The Caminteate has. agreed to- 


for payment during this financial 


‘he amount already hia during this | 


sugar available to all other ports of ‘Tasmania 


” 


offered for closer soutlenopt Hor, returned | 


there, [ am not able at present to sup 


Now that the ae Ty has pina hie | 
necessary legislation for regulating air traffi 
will the Government make an urgent -reque 
to the various State Governments to pass t 
necessarv legislation to hand over the air if 
trol to the Commonwealth in terms of. the ar- 
rangement entered Into at the last Premiers 
Conference. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —Th 
answer is “ Yes.” I will supply the hon- 
orable member with a full Be at 
later stage. 


JUNIOR MILITARY OFFICERS. 
Rerunps or Insuranog Premiums. ~ 


Mr. AUSTIN’ CHAPMAN asked the 
‘Minister representing the Minister tor 
Defence, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that some of the cebuirheey 
junior military officers-who had their life in- Ape 


‘surance premiums paid by the Government — 


during war service have been called upon to zh 
rofand the amount of the premiums paid? : 

Is it the intention of the Gcvernment, — 
heke paid these premiums, to insist on a re- 
fund’ of the same? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. ay Salt 
supply the honorable member with | 
answer to his question either to- day 0 or 
to-morrow. 


7 
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AUSTRALIAN ARACY. DAN CORPS. 
Bastc Wacn: Increments. _ ae oe 


Mr. RYAN asked the Minister repr 
senting the Minister for Defence, upon 
notice— Ve 


Will the members of the Australian” Army 
Pay Corps be entitled to increments arising 
out, of the fixing of a bole wage for. Governe 
ment employees ? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. —Owing 
to. the fact that the Senate sat until a 
early hour this morning, and that the 
Minister for Defence was in tee 


an answer to the honorable cade 
question, but ie do so later on.- * : 


PUBLIC SERVICE uate 
ASSOCTATION. 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Prime he 
ter, eins notice— - be 


Government in the Arbtration Chant “(M ir 
Sere has stated his intention: of ae 


ew 
ee 


Olas 


oth ae ies Jain f 
alee 


oy if 3 


| Postal and Other 


for an Eiakdinent of the Heavies to clause 1 
of the award of the 
Service Clerical Association for the purpose of 
- depriving senior fifth class officers, certified 
to be efficient by the Public Service Com- 
missioner, of the benefits granted. by such 
proviso? 

2. In view of the Prime Minister’s state- 
ment of the 23rd November, 1920, to the effect 
that the Government had a solemn obligation 
to see that the Commonwealth employees had 
sufficient wages or salaries, and his admission 
that such was not the case at present, will the 
Prime Minister state whether or not he is in 
favour of the application being made ? 


3. In the event of the Prime Minister not 
being in favour of the proposed application 
being made by the Goyernment’s representa- 
tives will he issue instructions that the action 
be not taken? 

*4. Does the Prime Minister consider that 
the proposed application, if granted, would 
tend to promote contentment and loyalty in 
the, Public Service? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK Ve Mr. 


_Hueues).—I shall have inquiry made 
into the matter. 


POSTAL AND OTHER FACILITIES: 
HINDMARSH. 


Mr. WISE.—On 24th November, 
1920, the honorable member for Hind- 
mash (Mr. Makin) asked me the fol- 


lowing questions :— 


1. Whether the Postmaster-General will have 
prepared a report concerning the postal, tele- 
phenic, telegraphic, money order, and bank 
facilities for. Glanville, Birkenhead, Brompton, 
and Queenstown, in the Hindmarsh Division 
of South Australia? 

2. What office convenience 
these districts respectively ? 


What is the distance from the respective 
districts where the above-mentioned con- 


_ yeniences are afforded to the nearest post- 
office ? , 


is afforded in 


I promised the information would be ob- 
tained, and the following report has now 
been received from the Deputy Post- 
master-General, Adelaide :— 


1. In Glanville area there are two deliveries 
by postmen daily, three letter receivers, three 
public telephones, three licensed stamp ven- 
ders. In Birkenhead area there is an allow- 
ance pote -office, in connexion with. which pub- 
lic telephone facilities are provided, and a re- 
ceiving agency of the Commonwealth Savings 
Bank established, also two deliveries by post- 
men daily, two letter receivers, and one public 
telephone in addition to one at the post-office. 
In Brompton area there are two deliveries by 

ostmen daily, three letter receivers, one pub- 
ie telephone, one licensed stamp vendor. In 
Queenstown area there are two letter deliveries 
daily, three letter receivers, one public tele- 
phone, one licensed stamp vendor. 


Commonwealth Public © 


oe east | ee "Birkenhead an A C 


store ; Brompton, - ‘4; Queenstown, ‘nil. 

3. Glanville, Port Adelaide official offic - 
Glanville Blocks allowance office, each 
proximately 2 mile; and Semaphore offi 
office approximately 1 mile distant from c 
oi area. At Birkenhead there is an allows 3 
office; the nearest cffice where fuil facilit 
are provided is Port Adelaide, approximat 
% mile from centre of area. Brompton— 
Hindmarsh official office is approximatel 
mile from centre of area. roma 
Alberton official office is approxmmately 
yards from centre of area. 


+s { 


WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT REP 
BILL. 


Mr, SPEAKER (Hon, Sir Elliot LI 
son) reported the receipt of a me 


bint. hat 


The Senate records its protest again 
inclusion in the Bill of provisions similai 
those already included in a Bill passed by 
Senate this session and transm.tted for 
concurrence of the House of Representa 
and declares that the matter is not oy be 
garded as a precedent. 


INDUSTRIAL PEACE BILL (No. 2 


Bill returned from the Senate wi 
amendment. 


RIVER MURRAY WATERS B 


Bill returned from the Senate wi ae 
amendment. ie 


he 


PAPERS225 ; 
The following papers were presented 


Defence Act and Naval Defence Ac 
Regulations, Statutory Rules 1920, 
222, 223 , 


SHIPBUILDING CONTRAC’ 
Ivourry By Pusiié Works Commer: 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parram te 
Treasurer) [12.10]—There is on 
business-paper a very urgent not 
motion standing in the name of the 
orable member for Dampier (J 
Gregory), Chairman of the Public Ww 
Committee, viz.:— 

That the Parliduienthy Standing Commit 
on Public Works have leave to continue, u 
ing recess, its investigations into the ma 
of. the shipbuilding contract of Messrs. . 
man and Mayoh referred to it on the 29t 


of October, 1920, and to present an it bes 
report thereon to the Governor- General. 


\ 


5 


C ae to Pane ‘ ng eae 
rders of the Day in order that ‘that 
‘motion may be submitted. 
Mr. Manony.—I object. 


i You®are not 
eons, on with that. 
| " ‘BASIC WAGE COMMISSION'S 


REPORT. 


: DT oekats resumed from 25th November 
wid page 7067), on motion by Mr. 


| That the papers be aera 


- Upon which Mr. Tupor bad te by 
way of amendment— 


in accordance with the definite pledge given by 
_ the Prime Minister in his policy speech at Ben- 

digo on 30th October, 1919, the Government 
should give effect immediately to the finding 
of the Commission.” 


Mr. McWILLIAMS Gea Boas a 
-—TI moved the adjournment of the debate 
last night, believing that it would be quite 
improper to. discuss this all-important 
subject. during an all-night. sitting. This 
is the most important report that has 
yet been before this Parliament, since the 
findings of the Commission must un- 
doubtedly, affect the whole of the indus- 
trial life of Australia. It. would be a 
grave mistake to assume that the Govern- 
ment could grant the basic wage to public 
rvants without providing for its exten- 
on to every branch of industrialism in 
sis Commonwealth. Some time ago a 


( the Die Mintator (Mr. 

Ee adopting his usual policy of 
| following the line of least. resistance, ap- 
- pointed a Royal Commission | to inquire 


ter an investigation, more or less com- 
plete, that Commission presented its re- 
A Then followed a most extra- 
bedinary procedure, which, I agree with 
e Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
dor), is quite unprecedented, and I 
ope that it will never be repeated. The 


C mmission, having sat for wprards of 


a a he Siates—presented its report to the 


a Sie J arf 


main of the | ROLintSsIOE, for a further 1 re- 


reports, which make the whole inquiry 


‘That. the following words. be added :—‘‘and 


into the whole question of the basic wage. 


ment as recorded in Hansard (rage 


‘ referred it. dale to the Chair- 


ee ie ey arbhont Saale wits 
the other members of the Commission. 
The procedure usually associated with the 
appointment of a Royal Commission is 
almost farcical. Whenever a difficulty 
arises—whenever any strain is cast upon 
Ministerial | responsibility—a Royal Com- 
mission is appointed, and its report, on 
presentation to the Government, is 
generally referred to those whom it criti- 
cises, with a request that a statement in 
reply thereto shall be submitted. That is 
the invariable practice, with: the result 
that we have submitted to us sheaves of 


ridiculous. But in the whole of my ex- 
perience in State and Federal politics I 
have never heard of the Chairman of ay : 
Commission being asked, as in this case, 
to pronounce a verdict on the report ‘of aa 
his own Commission, and doing so without 
consultation with his colleagues, ae 
Mr. Fenton.—Especially after he hades 
signed the report of the Commission and 
had so declared that he was favorable to 
the principle of the basic wage. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—If he had 
changed his mind after signing the re- | 
port, he should have called his colleagues’ 


together and have told them what he was 


peleed by the Prime Minister to do. % 
The truth is that what has occurred is the 
result of one of the weak, silly, half-way \ 
measures which havé marred the public 
life of the Prime Minister. Instead of 
facing with proper Ministerial responsi- 
bility the demand made by the Common- 
wealth Civ 1 Service for increased pay, he 
referred the subject to a Commission — 
providing for the consideration of a 
universal basic wage. This report, to- 
gether with the semi-private memoran- 
dum of the chairman of the Commission, 
have thrown the commercial aad indus- 
trial life of Australia into confusion, 
and will cause the gravest difficulties. 
Without consulting any ‘one, so fas as I 
know, the right honcrable centleman has 
announced that he will fix the basic wage 
for the Public Service at a minimum of 
about £4 4s. per week,” commencing from 
the 1st November last. This is his state- 


6820)— 


Now, if I am asked what the Gavaminene are 
prepared to do, Iwill state it in a few words 
With the figures submitted for their con- 
sideration by the Basic Wage Commission, su x 
ne * the jays of Mr. a ay ie i 


— T1O4 


that the purchasing power of the sovereign 
has depreciated from 1907 until the_ present 
time to the extent that 84s, 8d. will now only 
buy what 43s. 1d. would buy in 1907, we have 
te satisfy ourselves that the public servant can 
buy as much with his present wage as he could 
-buy~in 1907. In many cases he cannot do s0, 
because his money wage has not risen corres-: 
pondingly to the increase in the cost of living. 
The Gcvernment recognises, therefore, that 
the wages of the public servants must be in- 
ereased, and, although it is not prepared to 
say offhand what is a fair basic wage, it will 
give immediate consideration to the question. 


My interpretation of those remarks is 
that the figures given by Mr. Knibbs are 
those which the Prime Minister had in 
his mind, and were, roughly, the founda- 
tion on which he intended to fix the 
basic wage. The Government of New 
South Wales have established a basic 
wage of, I think, £4 5s. per week. The 
Commonwealth Government have no right 
to do anything in this matter without 
consulting this Parliament. It is not 
within the province of a Minister, or of 
a Cabinet, to make a wholesale in- 
crease or a wholesale reduction in the 
payments to the public servants of the 
country without the consent of Parlia- 
ment. We have surrendered more than 
enough of our control of the purse. This 
- House should decide whether an increase 
in the salaries of the public servants 
should be’ made, and, if so, what it 
» should be, and from what date it shall 
be paid. The speech delivered by the 
Prime Minister at Bendigo, following the 
ordinary procedure, was accepted by every 
candidate and the public generally as a 
statement of the policy of the Govern- 
ment. There is no reference in it to the 
limitation of the basic wage to any sec- 
tion of the.community. As I read his 
remarks, he approved of a basic wage 
being fixed for the whole of Australia. 
If a bagge wage is applied to the public 
servants of Australia, no man, no Go- 
vernment, and no party will be able tc 
withstand the flood of*requests which will 
_ Sweep over the country demanding its 
application to all branches of work and 
to all classes of the community:  Aus- 
tralians would not permit one particular 
class to enjoy a basic wage, a minimum 
living wage having no relation to the 
work they did, while the workers at 
large, in town and country,, earned less. 
These would insist ‘on having the basic® 
wage conditions applied generally. Since 
_' the Basic Wage Commission’s report. was 
_» laid before honorable members, I have 
_ Mr. McWilliams. By fe 6 


Basie Wage [REPRESENTATIVES ] 


‘man, the highest wage obtained bein 


ew pe ARS ™ ie 

, Thomeg Wee 

; | } 
\ 


Commission's Report. — 
PTs 


given of my best in the attempt 
grapple with the question with whi 
deals, but I am not prepared yet to sa 
what would be the result of adoptin 
the re&émmendations that it contain’ 
Let me give some figures,» which J - 
ceeded in getting in the brief time at 
disposal. According to the statistics, h 
average weekly earnings of min 
labourers, and other employees on 
mines are—In New South Wales, 89s 
in Victoria, 86s. 8d.; in Queensland 
3d.; in Western Australia, 90s 6d.; 
in Tasmania, 77s. 2d.; the average 
the Commonwealth being 89s. 10d. 
have excluded the figures relating t 
miners, because most of--~what they p 
duce-is sold locally. “Wai 
Mr. Gass.—And they ‘are wel 
ganized. ) oa Nena 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—They are to | 
differentiated, not so much because 
their organization, but for the reason f. 
the bulk of the coal raised in Austr 
is used within the Commonwealth, so th 
it is possible for us to fix its selling 
also the wages and working conditi 
the industry: ‘There are in the 
monwealth 15,115 gold miners, 
copper miners, 8,706. silver i 
5,256 tin miners, the total of these figu 
being 44,630 miners; exclusive of 
miners. In no case does the m 
obtain the sum recommended by the C 
mission as the basic wage fora mar 


£4 14s., in Western Australia,” Ae 
Mr. Consip1inzr.—How did you~ 
at the earnings of the mmers? O 
basis of so much per week, or so 
per ton? ; Be. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I have ex 
the coal miners, Bee eet 
Mr. Constprne—But nearly all 
silver miners in Broken Hill are pai 
tonnage rates. e at 


Mr, McWILLIAMS, — The” 
settlement for Broken Hill fixed ¢ 
of 15s. per day for miners, work 
wages. i conclusion is that the a 


compel the great majority of the mi 
in Australia to close. Practically all” 
gold mines would close, or the min 
would have to be put on to piece- 

like the coal miners, and” some ¢ 


are “just ‘about payin 
a not very large aed ocea- 
ally. A number ‘of them ‘are not 
. paying expenses, and a small call 
aid by the shareholders from time to 
in the hope, which, makes Sine 
ssible, that they may “strike” some- 
ing and-get an ye return from 
ced investment. ; 


‘Mr. STory. Bea vain hope! 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.- 


Bidon or Ballarat if we Oe on i he 
application, of a basic wage which the 

ines cannot pay? ‘The “Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) yesterday, when 
éaling with secondary industries, was 
oe 2 Ae in what he said. Ud peta on 


ae which ipiaeriballes ‘banish aie. 
tion, fix any wages or any price. But 
the moment we: export outside. Australia, 
Tariffs and price-fixing go to the four 
vinds of heaven; we are then in com- 


cept exactly. what the production brings 
sal the world's, market. There is no 


. 6d. ‘to Qs, per bachel 


j TR 


ae ‘JAMES: dies —Then hy is the 


* 


AMES Pagu—Then, 


the ee who grows oats ! 


. tail or city price. 
to many other products is most ser 
The honorable member for Gramp 


which to-day is unsaleable. » te 


ition with the world, ‘and have to AC- 


~ lic servants, what about the small pro 


State to make homes for themselves, and 


i es a sad : 


Mr. “MeWILLIAMS. i ae 
The position in vr g 


(Mr. Jowett) is in the midst of an im- 
portant movement, having for its obje 
the disposal of Australian crossbred wool, 


Mr. Ritzy.—Because we are adopti pee 
the idiotie policy of not a with c 
tain peas countries! 


the fact at POG is unsaleable. = fae 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I should. 0e 
doing my duty in the position I occupy 
in this House if I did not place before 
"honorable members the true facts and co 
ditions as I know them. This is a mos 
serious blow to. the most important i} 
dustry of Australia. If our wool, or 
large portion of it, is not wanted in the 
markets of the world, God knows what i 
going to happen to the growers! The 
honorable. member for Grampians and 
others are trying. to fix up. some kind of 


Pool and $0 save the situation. , Some ah 
growers have not had too good — a7 
time, and, in an involved noniton i 


with, their“ wool unsaleable, are toc 
with hard ruin. - What is the use. 
of imposing a hice wage on - aie 
men? If the basic wage is | ‘made 


‘ applicable to every wage-earner in Aus- 


tralia, as it must if we give it to the pub- © 


ducers in the back-blocks, who have th 
largest families and are the most hard. 
working people in the community? They 
have gone into the back-blocks of every 


in. their struggle for a living have to 
“work, not eight hours, but from dayhigh 
to dark, for less than half the suggeste 
basic wage. Are these people to have n¢ 
consideration ! -Is consideration to 
siven only to those who are non-producers 


+ 


difectly ? ea 
Mr, Consmine.— What? mee 
Mr. Gass.—Nobody has said that. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. ne deliberager 


say “non-producers, directly,” because ‘ : 
however desirable it may be to encourage : 
secondary industries, it is the primary — 


y 


indneies which keep. the rate of ex a 
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\ wheels” of the Commonwealth going. 
We must not make the cross now being 
earried by primary producers too heavy 


to bear. I warn the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes), the Leader of 
the Labour party (Mr. Tudor), and 


members generally that if we do any- 
thing to injure our primary  indus- 
_ tries, the secondary industries and the 
whole fabric of our industrial life will 
tumble about our ears like the walls of 
Jericho in ruin and consequential chaos. 
We may go on tinkering with Wages 
‘Boards and awards, we may do what- 
ever we choose, but unless the primary 


producers of Australia—the only men. 


who, with their export trade, produce the 
money to pay the interest on the indebted- 
ness of the country—receive a share of 
our consideration, all the “ quack ” medi- 
ines we may administer will not cure 
the consequent evils. Holding the views 
I do, I say that not one penny piece in 
the way of a basic wage should be ex- 
pended without the approyal of this 
House. We have no right to go into re- 
cess and leave an open cheque with a 
Government to fix industrial remunera- 
tion in any direction. 


‘Mr. Srewart.—Particularly the pre- 
sent Government. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—TI mention no 
particular Government. This House has 
resigned the power of the purse ever since 
the war broke out, and permitted ex- 
penditure and interference with our indus- 
trial life by Cabinet rule and Regulation 
_to a degree I never thought possible in a 
British community. It is time we cried 
|“ Halt!’ and I, for one, mean to cry 
“ Halt!’? Honorable members seem to 
think that, because I moved the adjourn- 
ment of the debate last night, I am not in 
favour of discussing the question to a 
conclusion. But, knowing the feeling of 
Australia, and knowing the force behind 
_ the agitation by means of which members 
_ have been “ bombarded” for some weeks, 
I say that nothing could be more danger- 


ous than for this House to attempt to 


shirk this question, and go into recess 
_ without dealing with it. J say deliber- 
ately and seriously that I am not pre- 
' pared to leave to any Cabinet a matter 
such as this, which is the first responsi- 
bility, the primal duty, of the House 1t- 
oa 


" [REPRESENTATIVES] - Commissi 
a aaanal 


‘ment, 
finances should be stopped. Last ni 


Mr, yeas Tine is. ; given 1 
discuss the matter. ee do ek : 
pose? 


Mr. .McWILLIAMS I propose 
we should sit to a reasonable hour » 
evening,.and meet to-morrow mor 
until 1 o'clock. Then, I pro 
necessary to complete the discussion, 
should meet on Monday, and sit t 
finish. I have on previous occasions 
ferred to the enormous inérease it 
cost of government in this country | 11 

the inception of Federation, apart’ alte fe 
gether from war expenditure. | ae 


Mr. Cuartton.—I think the wa 
us into our present position. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The enor 
burden placed*on the people of Austra 
by the war must necessarily have it 
effect. When we deliberately went 
that war, we realized that, while 
were prepared to risk’ their lives, w 
should be prepared to take some fnaee 
risk, 


Mr. Cuartton.—That is oe pe 
here should take some risk to meet 
present financial troubles. — 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I agree ae 
honorable member. Before the last. 
tion, when sitting behind the Gov 
I urged that the drift in 


the Leader of the Oppodgition 
Tudor) confined himself to the man 
turing or secondary industries, and the 
fivires for 1918, the latest available, 
that these represent £58,000,000 © 
of production, with which we have 
to deal. But the great pastoral ‘e 
tries represent £98,300,000 wort) 
production, 94 per cent. of which ha 
be exported out of Australia. We 
no more command over the price of 
than we have over the tides of 
Strait. 


Mr, Maxwztt.—What about the. sas 
Wage Commission’s report? 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The hono: 
member is one of those who do no 
to hear the truth. ; 


Mr. Maxwetu —What one we 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am a 
show what the position of Australi 
and its ability to. Mai a uni 


It is we rorse than _use- 


have done my very best to measure’ its 
effects: Any private individual, before 
_ he increases his expenditure, ascertains 
_ whether his revenue is sufficient to meet 
vat. In 1918 the production value of the 
~ leading industries of Australia was as 
aos: non 


7 
hae Pastoral: 98,300,000 
a Agriculture 58,000,000 
fee awairying 33,738,000 
“Timber 7,000,000 
SMALE So 26,156,000 
Me Totaby i sca. 223,194,000 


Of course, as hii is mostly consumed in 
Australia, we can. fix whatever price we 
_ like for it, but it is hopeless to endeavour 
“to fix the selling price of any produce 
: which Australia has to export and sell on 
- the world’s market at the world’s prices. 
It is true that during the last four years 
_ of the war values were abnormally en- 
4 hanced, but they are already coming back 
»; rapidly to something like the original 
a The value of our mineral pro- 
duction, excluding. coal, for the decade 
: aye reads as follows :— 


Shes 


(ra, 


: £4, 537,000 in 1919. 
Silver and lead from £23, BO .412 0 in 
1910. and £6,104.977 in 1918 to. about 
wae BD 976 ,000 in 1918. 

. Copper from £2,389,412 in 1910 and 
~£4,464,787 in 1918 ° to eh SoDe7 99 10 


+ Moreover, in every oe diveckion, ex- 
a Wade agricultu e, there _ ‘has been an 
enormous redhighiony in the quantity of 
the production of every commodity which 
helps to make Australi’ prosperous, ex- 
pb in regard to secondary industries. 
he Leader of the Opposition — (Mr. 
dor), who takes a, _great deal of in- 

in these matters, gave us some 
as g es last night showing that in the past 
w years the secondary industries of 
Australia have made great progress, but 
als pointed out that boot factories in 


me 


over-production. ‘ This Denes me to a con- 


one know that calfskins, which rose to 


Gold fell from £11 007 650 in 1910 to 


rne were shutting. down because of 
oe va 


sideration of the question of profiteering. 


the absurdly high price of 5s. per lb., are 
to-day not worth much more than 5d. per 
lb., yet, despite this enormous drop in the 
value of the hide, there has been no drop 
in the price of leather or boots. Heavier 
hides hav€ also fallen in value. We al 
remember the plea that was put forward 
on behalf of the “ poor” manufacturers, 
who, according to the Leader of the Op- 
position, are doing exceedingly well de- 
spite the. hard times. The: honorable 
gentleman has alluded to the enormous ~ 
profits they have been making, but last — 
year, when some of us spoke in the same ~ 
way, the cry was raised by honorable — 
members opposite, and some honorable 
members on the Ministerial side, that 
the price of hides had -sent up the 
price of leather. Amd the argument put — 
up a few months ago before the Mictorian 
Prices Commission by the tanners and 
boot manufacturers was that they had — 
been compelled to increase’ the ‘price. of 
their leather and boots because of the 
enormous increase which had taken place 
inthe price of hides. Hides have since’ 
come down with a slump, but the price of 
leather and boots still remains where it 
was. In my opinion, the Prices Commis- _ 
sion referred to is nothing but a farce. Le 
swas told the other day by a man in the. | 
clothing trade—he is one of the most in- : 
telligent workers I have had the pleasure — 
of meeting—that, as a result of the in- — 
quiry by that Commission into on 
his firm was able to increase the price of 
its suits of clothes by £2 or £2 2s. ee 


I think I have shown that we are in an 
extremely parlous condition in regard to 
Australia’s production. It is only’ the 
enhanced value of our products that. has : 
brought about the increase shown in our 


bape 


Shere 


preduction values, whereas, as a, rata 
ter of fact, our production - of wool, 
wheat, gold, and base metals have. 


been on the down grade for some time | 
past. I have mentioned the price of oats. 
Hay is almost unsaleable, but, sou 
the farmers have enjoved good prices for — 
their wheat during the past few years, — 
no one will say for one moment that the — 
price of wheat for the present season will 
rémain at the present high figure. In- 
fact my information goes to show that — 
there i is no reason whatever to expect, Le 


oy 
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the world’s marketer With all these 
facts im front of us we are expected to 
rush into a proposal which will revolu- 
tionize the whole of the industrial and 
producing life of Australia, and at the 
fag-end of an extremely strenuous ses- 
‘sion, without giving proper consideration 
to the most important report that has 
ever been sent into this Hov&e, arrive 
at what should be a basic wage to apply 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Maruews.—lIf the honorable mem- 
ber has made uj® his mind to vote against 
the proposal we might as well come to a 
“decision in two minutes instead of wait- 
ing two days to do so. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.-—In this matter 
we are like— 

- An infant crying in the night,’'an infant 
crying for the ‘light, and with no language 
but a cry. 

No one in this House can say what effect 


the application of the basic wage will: 


have on the progress of the industries of 
Australia, 

‘Sir Joseph Coox.—Yet the honorable 
member insists that the House must con- 
tinue sitting until a decision is arrived 
“at. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I do not. Hon- 
orable members are labouring under a 
great delusion if they imagine that a 
great subject like this can be dealt with 


ee 


and finally decided in three or four days.) again ? 


Sir Josep Coox.—I would very much 
hike to know the honorable member’s at- 
'titude. cae 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—In the © first 

place I think this matter originated in 
ue electioneering squib. The Prime Min- 
ister rushed into the matter with his head 
down: in promising to pay the civil ser- 
vants a basic wage, and the Leader of 
the Opvosition is plunging into it, not 
only with his head down, but also with 
his eyes shut, in proposing that the wage 
recommended by the Basic Wage Com- 
mission should be applied indiscriminately 
all over Australia. This matter will need 
the fullest and most complete considera- 
tion. 

Mr. 
sideration ! | 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—No. 


Austin CHapmMan.—Good old. con- 
Another Commission, y 


I say that 


it should not be referred to a Commission, 
‘but that the Government must take tHe 
Ses consider it fairlv, and ‘then _ 


matter in hand and deal with it, aecept- 
ing full and complete responsibility | for 
ek it does.» uy : : 


- [REPRESENTATIVES.] | 


| either 
fix.un this matter without the co 
of. Parliament or to. allow the question 


Commission's nae 


Sir oui Coox. aye the aunt 
of the honorable member’s speech he 
sisted that the matter must be fixed 
Parliament. . 


Mr. MaxweEtu. Tia and not ay 
\Government. — i 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is astonis P 
ing what a lack of intelligence some hon- 
orable members display when they wil 
not listen to what one is trying to 
forward. I have said nothing of | 
kind. I said that the Ministry had 
right to fix and pay a basic wage; 
that they should fix what they thi 
a proper wage, and bring it down 
Parl ament in the form of Supplement 
Estimates, whereupon this House shou 
give a decision upon the matter. 
honorable members cannot distingt 
between these two courses it is nob 
fault; my language is sufficiently pl 
and straightforward. This House must 
have the final say in then 


mens should ab this 2 Before we is 


Mr, McWILLIAMS Nes 
be* madness to attempt to do so. 


Mr. Matuews.—-Is the honorable mon 
ber willing to vote for paying £100 t 
each public servant until the House me 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am wine 
say to the Government in the kindest po 
sible way, ‘‘ Take this. matter: and d 
with the question in a fair, pre 
generous and just way, but | 
diately you have come to your 
cision call Parliament together.’”? — 
have no rght to go into a long r 
with an important matter like this 
our heads. 
to his duties more ‘closely chai ‘ Be n 
T have not seen my home more than 1 
since, Easter. To me the session 
been pecalt renuous, but I « 
tend that we have no ype to ¢g 
into a” long recess. We have no righ 
to allow the Government to 


he dragsed out until May or June néx 
I suggest to the Government that t 


arliament together. and ae ehéie 
oe, Pecans tape before Pas 


Ey ibe 


? : McWILLIAMS. —The Govern- 
ent, must. take full respongibility in that 
gard, and face the House pth a definite 


‘so added Cu. Tenee's 
_amendment)—put. aa House divided. 
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McGrath, D. C. 
Moloney, Parker 
Riley, E. | 
Ryan, T. J. 
Tudor, F. G, 

Ay ake J. E. 


Whalers: Hagia 
Cunningham, L, LL. 
Min ets DD: 


“Nogs. 
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Lister, gr H. 

_ | Mackay, G. H. 

| Marks, W. M, 
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Maxwell, G. A. 
Page, Dr. Earle ~ 
Poynton, A. | 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, ego 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird 
Stewart, “Py G. 
Wise, G. H, 


Bhs A Tellers: re 
| Burchell, 'R. J. 
5 ee WwW. ie 
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Best, Sir Robert 
Hay, AL 
Bamford, a W. 
| Bayley, Cven 
Livingston, J, 
. O@aihgon, WG... 
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Wage Commission. 


‘Sr JOSEPH COOK “(Parra atte 
Treasurer) fi Peed Me have a_turthe 
amendment, which I move, as follows 

That the following words, be. added ti 
motion — 


and this House approves the ae 
made by the Prime Minister, on 
el 23rd November, cpaneiier the 


able and just alike to employees and he 
general public, and within the _practica 
capabilities of the Commonwealth t C- 
fray—Payment of such basic wage to kt 
made as from Ist November, 1920. 
The honorable member for Yarra if 
Tudor) submitted a proposal of a con- 
crete kind. I now submit another, ee | 
ask honorable members to” agree to m 


vernment are to ie mena ae 
nexion with this very Spey, matter 


ht i your’ election pledge? : ‘ 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.— es is no 

such election Pee 
Mr. Tupor.— 


these Su fhe Those are the rae 


Minister’s words. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—We are givi 
effect. to “‘ these principles ’’ at the 


‘earliest possible: moment, 


Mr. J. HH. Catrs,—On “a pons ar 


order, 1 submit that the amendment shoul: 


Mr, SPEAKER (Hon, Sir Elliot a 
son) _—The pica is in, order in mov 


Ne member Be th 
House has had time, and, therefore, 


moving my amendment to give some 


to the public servants of the country, 
I believe, are not too well eae a 
present moment. . 


ecg) members interesting 


p EEA RET —Order! hs 


a 


Wi 


efforts to maintain order. I give honor- 


able members fair warning that unless 
they preserve a reasonable degree of 
silence, so that the Minister may be able 
to address the Chair, I shall be com- 
~pelled to ask the House to take the neces- 


sary steps to give effect to the Standing. 


Orders regarding members guilty of dis- 
orderly conduct. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—So far as lL 
know anything of the report, it seems to 
me a peculiarly incomplete one. I should 
have thought that an inquiry of the kind 
would have made some reference to the 
number of basic wages already estab- 
lished up and down Australia by various 
bodies of various kinds and have tried to 
reconcile them for us. There is to-day 
in New South Wales a basic wage which 
has been declared by a Board of Trade, 
after an elaborate inquiry. There is a 
‘basic wage which has been declared quite 
recently, I understand, in Western Aus- 
tralia, after @ similar inquiry. There 
has been a basic wage declared in Vic- 
toria in connexion, at any rate, with some 
classes of employees. : 


Mr. Tuvor.—There is no basic wage in 
this State, and no Victorian will say 
there is. 


Sir JOSEPH OOOK.—Then [I shall 
say that a rate of wage has been declared 
by the Government, at least, so far as the 
railway service is concerned. It does not 
matter very much whether we call it a 
basic wage or any other kind of a wage; it 
is the recognised standard wage. And 
these various declarations are the stan- 
dards for the various ‘States. One would 
have thought that a Commission such as 
“we set up would take these bases of wage 
payments in the different States, and that 
it would have made some pronouncement 
concerning them. Honorable members 
know that we cannot take the basic wages 
applying in various States, and reconcile 
them without further inquiry. We are 


driven back, therefore, to see how our own 


public servants are faring as they stand 
related to the various determinations of 
the States. That is our immediate obli- 
gation, and the Government are prepar- 
ing to meet that obligation at the earliest 
possible moment. One thing stands out 
from all these inquiries, that is, that the 
rate of payment for our public servants is 
not an adequate rate, having regard to 


ahs 


A 


ge [REPRESENTATIVES.] Commission's Report. 


- servants ? 


the decreased spending power of the sovs 
reign and to conditions as they exist 
day in the Public Service. It is that 
concrete practical difficulty that the Gi 
Vernment are immediately responsible 
for. It is that concrete practical diffi- 
culty which we propose to solve; and 
know of no better way in which to sol 
it than, after having given the most care 
ful consideration to the whole matter, t 
fix, at the earliest possible moment, irre 
spective of all the differing State rat 
a rate for our own servants such as will 
them substantial justice. ie 
Mr. Fewron.—What does the Treasure: 
how propose as a basic wage for publi 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Is the ho: 
able member prepared off-hand with a 
solution of all these problems? oe 

Mr. Fenton.—The Prime Minister (Mx, — 
Hughes) gave us a very strong indication 
the other day of what the Governmen 
proposed, - + as 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am not pr 
pared to say at the moment——. 

Mr. Frntron.—He spoke of £4 4s, 8d 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member is quite wrong; £4 4s. 83d., was it » 
not? I do not pretend to be one of tho 
clever gentlemen who can deal off-hand 
with the most intricate problems. I simply 
say that the Government is under an ob 
ligation to lose no time in arriving 
this determination. It ought not to tak 
us very long. It should be possible f 
us to deal with it, say, during the nex 
fortnight. The matter, however, cannot 
be dealt with in this House, It can 
dealt with only after the most quiet and =~ 
careful consideration elsewhere. I there ee 
fore invite the House to agree to t ees 
further amendment which I submit on b 
half of the Government. It means sub 
stantial justice at the earliest possible 
moment to public servants; it proposes a: 
soon as possible to do the fair thing by 
them. Bee 

Honorable members may speak of tl 
difficulty and r 


the working people of the continent to 

live. No one knows that better than 
do the people who, although outside the — 
ranks of those who labour with the 
hands, are yet not blessed with too. much 
of this world’s goods. Every one admit 


1g bate 
, 
i 


ms to me that whatever we may 
ean be of only a temporary 
tentative — character. These matters 
: ist ultimately adjust themselves as the 
yusiness conditions, the exchanges, and 


oo 


of the world adjust themselves. In that 
way only shall we have the final adjust- 
ment. It will be brought about, -not by 
your Courts, not by your. Royal Com- 
missions, but. by the ordinary processes of 
production and trade phrougnane. the Com- 
‘monwealth. | 

_ Weare treating, therefore, a temporary, 
nd, let us hope, passing phase of econo- 
‘Mics in this country—a phase which ‘none 
the less presses with particular severity on 
the working people. It is in pursuance of 
our obligation under these temporary, 
shifting, and, let us hope, evanescent 
conditions, that we now make this pro- 
_pesal. It aims, first of all,‘at having re- 
gard to the wants and needs of the public 
servants of Australia. It aims, at the 
same time, at paying some due regard to 
the financial capabilities of the country 
to meet this kind of obligation. It is all 
very well to say that a man can live com- 
fort ably and decently and under reason- 


ge which has been demonstrated to be 
n uneconomic one. | 

/Mr. Maxin.—The. rerio can find 
é€ money with which to pay interest to 
the money-lenders. 

+ sir JOSEPH COOK pes the honor- 
: ble member suggest that we should re- 
udiate our obligations to the aes 
ers? 


2 JOSEPH COOK. —Then ee 1s 


Be rency in the honorable member’s 


as on well atanivahed by the in- 
| of this Royal Commission, as well 


Knibbs, that the ‘basic wage sug- 
s i senea to. LS a man with 


the production and trade and commerce such a statement. 


year were divided to-day amongst thos 


ble conditions only by the payment of a 


| an, extending _ over. rere “mor 


obi That is the first fundament 
fact that we have to keep in mind. 
Knibbs says it cannot be done, ih 


no axe to grind. Hie 
Mr. J. H. Oarrs—He has. not a 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Mr, | 


whose income is less than that amount 
would give them an average of only 10s 
per week. In effect, Mr. Knibbs says th 
these basic wage proposals are in their 
very essence uneconomic. They cant 
be paid out of, the ordinary incomes 
the country. That is the first funde 
mental fact we should keep in mind, | 

_ Mr. Gass.—TI think that is mere figure” 
juggling. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am notin 
statements made by Mr. Knibbs. The 
honorable member may speak of them as 
“fioure juggling,’ or describe them in 
any way he pleases ; but these are the 
figures by which we have to be guided, — 
and they make it quite clear that ve 
country to-day could not provide——— |, 

_ Mr. Tupor.—While the employers are 
piling up their profits. ay 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! TI ask tot i 
orable members to exercise some restrai 
over their feelings, 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I voneat that 
Mr. Knibbs says that the basic wage as 
suggested by the Commission as reason 
able and proper cannot be paid, because 
we have not the money here with whiel 
to pay it. That is not my statement 
It is a statement by the Commonwealt 
Statistician, and, ‘moreover, it is but 
tressed by ‘the statement made bye M 
Piddington after due and full inquiry 
into the economic factors of the situatio 

Mr. Tupor.—After three hours’ “con 
sideration. : 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—After twel 
months’ inquiry on the part of the Com 
mission. . 

Mr. Tupor. Oe Piddee ha 
oaty) three. hours in which to prepare 


z ee 


Peso 
id) 8 


We 


mission, shia was signed by him é after 
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oe oe wage in the case of this State 
4s given as £5 16s. per week. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Has the hone 
orable member ever heard of the artist 
who, when asked how long he had taken 
to paint a certain picture, replied 
“Twenty years”? It bas taken Mr. Pid- 
dington twelve months to acquire the 
knowledge’ that he has compressed into 
his memorandum, the compilation of 
which occupied him for only a few hours.. 

I shall not debate this matter further, 
although it is a most interesting one. In 
dealing with it the Government must be 
guided by what the resources of the coun- 
try are in relation to the question, and 
by. the necessities of its public servants. 
This further amendment meets both those 
factors, and I submit it to the House in 

~the belief that it will bring a much- 
needed and welcome addition to the 
incomes of the public servants of this 
country while at the same time leaving 
the country free to Moat a its proper 
obligations. 

Mr. Hucues.—lI desire to make a per- 
sonal explanation. {n this morning’s 
issue of the Argus, the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) is reported to 
have said in the course of his speech in 
the House last night— 

He had just received a telegram from Syd- 
ney as follows:—‘‘ Prime Minister has de- 
finitely promised, if twenty-four members 
agree, Parliament will not 
decision re basic wage for Federal employees. 


Major Marr will make one. Nida you make 
another ?”’ 


The honorable member used oe words 


last night. 
Mr. Tuvor.—TI quoted the telegram. 
Mr. Hucurs.—I desire to say that the 
thing is a falsehood. 
Mr. Tuvor.—The Prime Minister does 
not deny that I received the telegram ? 
Mr. Hucures.—No; but I say the thing 
is a falsehood, a forgery, a he! I ask 
the honorable member. the name of the 
Persen who signed that telegram. 
Mr. Tupor.—‘‘ O’Connor.’’ I thought 
I mentioned it. | 
Mr. Hueues.—I thought it came from 
him, 
Mr. Manony. ——Every honorable mem- 
ber received a similar telegram. 


Mr. Hucures.—Well, I say that it 1s a 
ie; it is a forgery. Such tactics are 
cori of those who profess to represent 
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the wane soars hae who! oe not 


adjourn before — 


ment and their supporters discovered the 


‘mission there is no reference t6 p 


_Commission ne | 


present them. ‘They represent only 
particular section which is at the | 
of all this trouble. 7 


Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [2. 41] a 
ceived the telegram to which the Pr 


and in quoting it last night thought 
gave the name of the nd 
signed it, 


Mr. Bett. —We all got a similar 
gram. 


Mr. TUDOR. —I am not so Foret 
as some honorable members are in g 
ing publicity through the newspa 
I desire now to deal with the fur 
amendment which has just been ~ 
mitted by the Treasurer (Sir. Jos 
Cook). From the very inception of 
Commonwealth Parliament we have 
no such experience as this. I canno 
call any case where the Deputy Lea 

of the Government in this House ha 
moved an amendment on a motion su 
mitted by the Prime Minister. Such 
thing has never happened before. 
veriest tyro in politics must know - 
has led to the submission of this furt. 
amendment, We all know what has h 
pened upstairs. Thé Ministerial part 
has met, and has said, ‘“‘ The amendment 
moved by the Leader of the Labour part y 
is loaded. We shall need to makg a 
ther proposal in order to counterac 
effects.’ 


squi ‘b. That is ae He Prime Mini 
party has prepared a further amend. 
to counteract it. : 

Mr. Hueues.—lI shall 20 out for 
walk. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I have not the slighi 
objection. I repeat that the Go 


they dare not vote without explanation 
or qualification against the amendment 
that I had submitted on behalf one 
Labour party, in which I called ~ 
the Government to stand up to the 
finite pledge made on their behal 
the Prime Minister to the people of © 
tralia. This further amendment is, t. 
fore, submitted as a way out for ¢ 
I would remind the House, however. 
in the letters patent appointing the | 


servants, nor is there any reference 


‘re ‘as a a whole, 
f 1 co has atk He 
a iommonwealth on the success of their 


a Three weeks ago. nothing was 


‘of them in this connexion, and no- 


1p would have been heard of them 


A ‘ honorable members ae i ; 


entatives of the ytbs 


rO. honorable member opposite can point 
any utterance from that side. of the 
se in favour of doing anything for 

. public servants. When the Arbitra- 
on ‘(Public Service) Bill was under dis- 
re ussion—1t_ As said as ie Minister for 


Re te ae CMe MeGrath). moved to insert 
rovision requiring the payment to the 
ublic servants of not less than the basic 

Oss recommended by the Commission, 


but members opposite, voted against that. 


oe ndment, and epithe was then said 


I congratulate the rene on the agita- 

: ‘which has been carried out. It is 
nothing to me that it has been conducted 
y a Mr. O’Connor. Tt would have been 
e same had it been conducted by a 


; ae a Mr. MacIntosh, or a Mr. 
to give representative English, 


Se ttish, and Welsh names as. well ag an 


16 Treasurer told us in pe maentk 
\e had not read_the Commission’s 
-and, in the next, that it did not 
th the basic wage provisions of the 
s. He said that in New South Wales 
1e B oard of Trade, after an exhaustive 
quiry, had fixed the «basic wage at 
per week; but was that inquiry as 
tive as the Commission’s inquiry ? 
ny one say that the amount recom- 
is outrageously high, or more 
y one 2 should. receive! The right 


blic servants of 


of a hole. — 


that the tor of the Commission 


lutely valueless. ~ 


Sir Josnpn aes bis did not do 
such thi ns, 


Mr. TUDOR. —The. repom is. eee 
sult of twelve months’ work. - Both E 


night to s | 
Mr, Piddisaion in any v way; but: i 
then, as I lal now, that it was not 


as Neate. to certain pa SNS 
Piddington told the Prime Mae ih 
he would let him have a reply to 
questions at 9 o'clock. 

to EO out that ae the Commis 


and the Gavectment, had they wished te 
have them dealt with, should have alte 
the Commission to enlarge the scope. 
the inquiry. The Treasurer has told us. 
that he relies on the figures of the Go 
vernment Statistician. Last night I 


ferred to Mr. Piddington having om'tted 
to take count of eeeue 580,000 children. 


Sir Granvitte Rye. he honorab 
member was in error in what he said las . 
night, because the Government Statis- 
tician’s figures which he quoted referred 


“to all the children in Australia, wherea 


Mr, Piddington’s figures referred only to 
the children of the wage-earners of Aus 
tralia. 


ie ls —I had the Statistic! v 


bles, 

I congratulate the palin servants 
the success of their agitation. 
desirous, too, that the unions white 
been appealing to the Arbitration ( 


aes of their grievances, 
given a living wage. The Treasure 
us that the Commission ts et 


sions of J rie and others. 
give the figures, ane 
The Government i is anxious to: 


pd Ministers thought. 


s debate on the ‘amendment would continue, — 


but we were right in taking a vote on 
it. The record of that division is what 
will stand. The Government ought to 
_ have kept the pledge which it made when 
it went before the people last year. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN = (Hden- 
_ Monaro) [2.48].—We should give more 
time and consideration to this question 
‘than has been given to it. It is a mis- 
take to make a party matter of it. The 
result of doing so was shown by the re- 
eent division. Oan any one say that the 
record of that division is an indication 
oi the personal opinions of members on 
this subject? 

- Opposition Memperrs.—Yes. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I deny 
that. The assumption is against com- 
‘mon sense. When a deputation of 
public servants waited on a number of 
members in Sydney the other day. 

HonorasteE Mrmpers.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—This 
mob way of trying to shout me down will 
“not assist the public servants, but it may 
have the effect of prejudicing opinion 
against them. I intend to express my 
' views. We have been told by the Trea- 
surer that figures have been supplied by 
the Government Statistician which show 
that it would mean bankruptcy to the 
country to apply the recommended basic 
wage to the public servants. Many of 
our public servants, no doubt, ‘are under- 
paid and oversorked, but the public ser- 
vanis, as a whole, must realize that the 
Service is too big for the country. 

Mr. Gass.—You are supporting a Go- 
vernment which is overworking and 
underpaying the Public Service. 

_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I do not 

know, Mr. Speaker, whether you will deal 
with the honorable member, or whether 
I shall. If you do not, I shall try my 
hand on him with my blackthorn. — 

Mr. SPEAKER. — The _ honorable 
member must not interrupt. 

- Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—A great 
deal has to be taken into consideration 
before deciding this matter. Our Public 
Service is too big and too expensive. As 
-- most persons are aware, there are hun- 
dreds in the Service who could be dis- 
-pensed. with; and if the public servants 
were wise, they would attempt to drive out 
| the drones, because the community has too 


si 
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make the country bankrupt? Woul 


‘see that he kept to it—to deal pro 


public servants than they have. 


fo advocate the payment of rates wh 


big a burden to carry. Of what use would 
it be to apply a basic wage whic. wala 


not be fairer and more honest to sup or 


the Prime Minister in his promise—an 


with the Public Service. The Treasure: 
said that Ministers will make up 
minds within a fortnight. Ministers 
take responsibility for whatever is don 
and will be answerable to Parliament, 
which can send them about their busine 
if it disapproves of their actions. IT 
sume that a wage similar to the basic 1 
of the States will be adopted. I 
others would support the payment to 
public servants of a basie wage like th: 
in force in New South Wales, which. 
think, they would be ready to accept. 1 
Prime Minister has promised that 
Government will look into the ma 
and that an increased wage will be. 
to the public servants as from the 
November. I think that the public el 
vants, if they could express their opinion, 
would be satisfied with that. Of what us 
would it be for them to demand a 7 
which the country cannot pay? Ar 
to ignore our pension obligations, 
the other claims upon the Treasury 
order to pay the rate which the Con 
mission recommends? We must take 
common-sense view of this matter. * 
know that many of the public serv 
are getting less than a living wage, a1 
say that the Government must give thei 
a living wage, and must subsequently get 
its action ratified by Parliament. At 
the same time, I advise the public 
vants to get rid of a lot of the loafer 
the Service, because there is a limi 
what the country can pay. 

I do not blame those who have con 
ducted this agitation. After all, we h 
an agitation among ourselyes when 
found that we were underpaid. T 
who were not receiving a living wage 
right in agitating for more; but the de 
mand can be ovérdone. The attempt i 
being made to create political capital ow 
of this matter, and I refuse to a 
gentlemen opposite to put, unanswe 
into Hansard statements branding me an 
others with having less sympathy for th: 


tainly, Iam not prepared, as an « ee 
tioneering dodge, to talk clap-trap and 


een shown wins 3 feuned would 
- bankrupt the country. The Governmer:t 
“h e undertaken: to fix before Christmas 
a tair basic wage for the public servants. 
Prime Minister has poiuted out that 
ae cost vf living has, within a certain 
almost doubled, and that, there- 
a the living wage must be doubled in 
t time. He proposes. to take the pro- 
course, If an attempt is made to 
ate political capital out of this 
uestion, nothing will be gained, be- 
use it would. require a strong cause to 
put out the Government. 

- I wish to make my position quite clear. 
realize that quite a number of our pub- 
2 servants are not getting a fair living 
wage, and I hold the Government to their 
mise that within fourteen days from 
they will make up their minds what 
8s a fair basic wage. When Parliament 
again meets, the determination of the Go- 
ve a ent will be submitted to us, and if 


: 


‘But if PE think the: wage © 
by the Government is sufficient, I 
shall not be led away to vote for one of . 
5 B16e:, 
statist and by the Treasurer that we can- 
t afford to pay it. What is the good. 
of promising what we cannot perform? 
Mr. Laverrz.—lIt is a libel on Aus-— 
ou to say that we cannot afford to 


: a AUSTIN CHAPMIAN.—TI do not 
gay that Australia cannot afford to pay 
i i: ; but I am prepared to follow the 
_ Statist and the Treasurer, the latter of 

whom, in strong and clear. language, told 
that to act on the amendment of the 


: bankruptey to the country. I advise the 
. s c servants to keep on their agitation, 


man; 


reasonable: wage. 


tc tatw gy 
AGH : 


when we are informed by the ,try, on the other hand, we find the publ a 


der of the Opposition would mean | 


e that they get a fair deal, but they - We have also to remember that provisio 


1at all the men who are prepared to 
; a play are on the Opposition side 
she House. The fact that a man holds 
ave been termed conservative views 
ot prove that he is not a fair- 
indeed, some of the most 
ative of men are always prepared are now. 
Personally, fey 
r that the basic wage paid in New 
Vales, ck Ly Kokeve, 3 is Neneu 


£4 a per nae eat be a eee one to 
adopt for the Commonwealth Public Ser- 
vice. But whatever sum may be sug- 
gested, I am not prepared to put my judg- 
ment against that of the Statist and the 
Treasurer. Of course, in places where 
living is expensive an extra allowane 
might fe given on that account, a polic 
already adopted in the Public Service 
I aminot in favour of differentiation 
but it is only fair that an allowance of 
that kind should be made. There should 
also be some special consideration for 
those who livé in localities where it is 
dificult to obtain the necessaries of life, 
and also for those with large families 
Unless we use common sense we shall find 
“ourselves on the edge of the precipice ; 
and we ought to go slow. I can quite — 
understand that those. who cannot get 
bread and butter feel very much ag- '° 
grieved, but it must not be forgotten that 
the Public Service is overloaded with 
thousands who are not required. 


Mr. McoGratu.—Where are they—in 
the Defence Department? | ean 
Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN. OM a me 
them are in the big cities. In the coun- 


e 


servants overworked and underpaid, some- 
times one man doing two men’s work. 
In the cities, as I say, we find hives ae 
men and women who could be dispensed a 
with. iets 
Mr. Maxin.—That is the fault of ‘the : 
Government. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—But the 
Government cannot meet the expenditure 
that would be necessary under such an 
amendment as that proposed by th 
Leader of the Opposition. I voted agains 
that amendment, because I think it woul 
put us in the position of not being abl 
to meet the demand made on the finances 


as to be made for pensions for the 1 
valided and aged, and for the soldiers 
and I do not see how we could meet an 
further expenditure, considering that w: 
are up to the limit of taxation. 

Sir JoszepH Coox—Mr. Piddingto 
says that if we did pay the basic wag 
of £5 16s. the public servants would, in — 
four quarters, be no better off than they . 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN. Lee 
Prat: with increased ‘wages. the cost 
living 3 is increased. ae Te 


1116 Basic Wage 

_. Mr. Gass.—Then ‘we had better den 
crease the present wages by £1, and make 
the people better off! + 

oc okt, 

may be the: honorable member’s reason- 
ing, but it is not mine. My position is 

that the country is rich enough to pay a 

decent living wage. 

Mr. Gass.—That 1s what we voted for 
on the Commission’s recommendation. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It is 
what the Government have promised 

“within fourteen days, and when the ques- 
tion comes before us next year it should 
not be decided by any party vote to get 
political advantage. J am not pleading 


‘for the support of the public servants,._ 


for whom I have a great respect, and 
“many of whom are my personal friends. 
I am surprised that honorable members 
opposite should think that the public 
servants are such asses as to believe what 
they say. 
Mr. Maxrn.—You should have been at 
the Exhibition meeting last night. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—-I dare 
say I ought, but I take it “that my place 
is within this chamber when I am able 
to attend. It is extraordinary what was” 
said at that meeting last night in_ re- 
ference to the honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr), who is, as we know, 
one of the strongest “battlers” here in 
the interests of the public servants. 
Mr. Gass.—What about his vote to- 
day? 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The hons, 
orable member’s judgment is no good. 
The honorable member for Parkes was 
denounced last night at the meeting be- 
cause he was away on public duty in his 
-own electorate. 
Mr, Maxw, — It is a gross piece of 


hypocrisy! 
_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—wWho is 
the best judge of hypocrisy? For my- . 


self I am always willing to yield to an 
expert. 1 am glad I was not at the 
Exhibition meeting; had I been there I 
should not have advised them as _ they 
were advised the other day by two mem- 
bers who are listening to me now, to make 
this a party question on which to oust 
the Government. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—They ‘were not. ; 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It ‘Ig so 


[REPRESENTATIVES 1" 


a the public servants is not to ma 


AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — That — 


I do not know what the ee wage 


“reporiad i in the wie ee ae advice 


a party question, for to do so would 

to only injure themselves, — if 
Mr, Gazss.—lIt is their only chan 
Mr. AUSTIN eT —The 

God si them ! . 


you. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. _The : a 
jority of the people of this country, 
make the Parliament, are in favour 
decent living wage. 
Mr. Gass.—lt does not look ii, 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I_ have warned 
honorable member for Angas (Mr. me 
two or three times. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN, a 
as I know, all the public servants 
asked for is a decent living wage, a: 


Mr, Frenron. — What about oe 
outside the Public Service? 
not to be considered? 


-.Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN, _Wh 
the good of talking about people outs 
the Public es now? In my o 
State of New South Wales labourers . 
tradesmen are paid more than the — 
posed basic wage, some as highly 
and £4 5s. per Mae, u 
Mr. Gaps.—That is because there i . 
Labour Government In that ils: ic 
Mr. 
are numbers of workers waa ‘are 
wage-earners, and who have eae 


mary producers fener ties 

to have no consideration ? 

very well that if we fix a “y : 
wage for the Public Service it will Z 
taken as the standard of wages outside 
the Public Service. I refuge’ to be silent 
under the castigation of honorable mem- 
bers opposite, wlio seem to think th 
are unfair because we are prepare 
accept the common-sense proposal of 
Government. After all, it is the Gover 
ment, and the Treasurer in. particu. a 
who is responsible for the finances of ¢ 


Baste wage in New South Wales | is 3 


in Victoria. a 
. Mr: Macxowe ue is £2 105. we 


ng somebody recently. In Wes 
U alia the besa wage is £4 ls., or 
uth Australia just under £4. ’ Liv- 
1g is getting dearer, and my suggestion 
eet the situation is that we accept 
New South Wales wage as a fair 
standard. It will be the duty of the 
Government to ascertain and decide dur- 
the next» fortnight what, in their 
nion, is a reasonable average. We 
‘ought to go steadily, and not overdo 
hings, or we may find the scheme 
a A umbling down of its own weight. It 
would be easy, of course, 
_surer to lavishlv- distribute the public 
money, but he has not an inexhaustible 
nk, and he must consider the» tax- 
payers. When proposals are put forward 
for the betterment of country districts, 
we are often asked by honorable members, 
“What ¢ consumers, as well as 
roducers?’’ Let us on this occasion 
e some regard for the producers, and 
ize that to our resources there is a 
which we have nearly reached. 
suggestion, however, is the basic 
e of New South Wales. 
r. ConsipDINE.—Are you tipping after 

event ? 3 

ite. AUSTIN ‘CHAPMAN. ATs jam 
ging from what the Prime Minister 
|, and i, believe he will propose be- 
en £4 and £4-5s., and I Sree that 


a aR vote for £4 5s. With such a ae 
is my opinion that the Public Service 
‘eee be capa and T am not ot sate 


a: ty Oe a baw extra #0b58 by support 
1g a higher figure. 

Mr; PROWSE (Swan) 3. 15].—The 
scope of the inquiry referred to the Basic 
‘Wage Commission was, in my opinion, 

rether inadequate. It was a Com- 

sission conceived in election times, and 
hat the scope of the inquiry was inade- 
s evidenced by the nature of the 

‘and the necessity for additional 
ation. This additional information 

e most salient and important of all— 


more important than the report 


The hacmeaaeee set out to ascer- 


hing in the region of £5 16s. per 
but after the pe ms had sub- 


dren. 


for the Trea- 


ete) fitoouip tion! it, is faunal ae 
Invawarding that amount as a basic wage 


provided for "2,100,000 A onse mane a 1. 
We pas that, instead of sett oe 


is “90 per HME FOES ses 
report of the Commission, therefore, 4 
not reveal the real position. Again, t 
Commission was not asked anything in 
regard to the possibility of the Common 
wealth being able to pay the wage it con 
sidered adequate. It is highly importan: 
that this should be determined. We en 
tered into a war along with the whole o 
the Empire and certain Allies, and was i 


expected by any henorable member. u 


this House that:we could fight a bloods 
war of the kind against the greatest mili- _ 
tary power in the world, continuing it for .. 


nearly five years, and still enjoy all thes 


privileges we had before it started? I am 
sure that many of us felt that if we could — 
succeed in holding our liberty, and hype 3 
through the term of our natural lives 
after a struggle of that kind, we would — 
not be doing badly. But the proposition — 
that here in Australia we have a right, to 
expect to maintain a higher standard of — 
living than obtained hefore. the war is 
utterly unreasonable. I value the sup- 
plementary report of Mr. Piddingtcn, the 
Chairman of the Basic Wage Commission, 
because it is highly significant. Mr. Pid- 
dington says, in fact, and in effect, that 
the wage of £5 16s. cannot be paid with 
out rendering the Commonwealth bank 
rupt. In other words, he means that we 
would be called upon to pay for our pro- 
duction more than would be the value of 
that which is produced. It is a fanatical 
and utterly unreasonable request to ask 
for the payment of this basic wage as re- 
commended by the Commission, an 
feel quite sure that those who put i fo 
ward are paying too much considerat: 
to their political position, and tco lit 
regard to oe welfare of Australia. 


an addition to the cost of ate 4 the! p 
oe vale of the sovereign will so 


ar) hoi 
Oe qe 
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NIB a: 


‘ pry speedily. It is impossible for a man 


to continue for long spending more than 
he earns. The only place for him is the 
Bankruptcy Court.’ If I am called upon 
to pay this increased wage, particularly 
at a time when I am selling my wheat to 


"Australia at less than the world’s parity, 


that is to say, if I am asked to continue 
producing wheat at a very much higher 


cost, my position will be that I shall ex-’ 


pect my children to work night and 
day for me without the basic wage, 
simply in order to _ provide other 
people with a high wage and cheap bread. 
Tf the basic wage is applied, it must 1n- 
crease the cost of production and also re- 
duce production. And it has only to con- 
tinue long enough in force to extinguish 
production altogether. Therefore, we 
must call a halt at some reasonable point 


In this House I have said before that 
the principle adopted in our Public Service 
is quite wrong. We have nearly 250,000 
_ public servants in the service of 5.000,000 
people—one to every ten adults in the 
Commonwealth. The number is too high 

altogether, and the services rendered are 
not sufficiently co-ordinated on business 
lines. I am thoroughly in favour of the 
adoption of business methods in con- 
nexion with our Public Service, and I 
was hopeful that the Government would 
bring forward their Bill, which proposed 
to institute an inquiry into the manage- 
ment of the Service, and the possibility 
of adopting business methods. In fact, 1 
would rather we had first proceeded with 
that Bill instead of dealing with the ques- 
tion of adopting the principle of a basic 
wage. I would like to see all public servants 
for whom a reasonable amount of work 
-eannot be obtained in the Departments 
provided with other work in Australia 
outside the Service. Their removal would 
allow the payment of reasonable wages to 
those who would be left in the Service. 
The Commonwealth and the States pay 
£40,000,000 each year to the persons who 
render public service—I think a different 
state of affairs would be found if the work 
were let on contract subject to specinca- 
tion——and now it is proposed that this cost 
should be practically doubled, and we are 
asked to pay close on £90,000,000 for the 
public services rendered to 5 000,000 
people. It would be better to follow the 
advice of the Economies Commission, and 
rid the Commoriwealth Service of men for 
whom a reasonable amount of work can- 


- not be provided. In this way we could pay 


Ao Mr: Prowse, 


‘those remaining in the Service a de 


sistent as to advocate the payment ¢ 


an amendment before us of a diameti 


salary. Those persons who are so in 


ba8ic wage of £5 16s. per week rege 
less of where the money is to be obtai 
with which to pay it, and at the s 
time urge a reduction of hours of labour 
are, in my opinion, rushing headlong 
destruction, and trying to drag d 
everything else with them. ane 


Mr, RYAN (West Sydney) [4.25]. 


by the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook). 
few moments ago we had the opportu 
of deciding, on the amendment moved b 
the Leader of the Opposition (. 


having the necessary machinery es 
lished to enforce the principles contained 
in the report of the Basic Wage Commis 

sion; but the House by a majority vote 
against the amendment. Now we h 


cally different character, because it seeks” 
to excuse the Government, and authorize ~ 
them not to carry out the findings of the 
Commission. In the very beginning the 
amendment states— oa 
That this House approves of the state 
ment made’ by the Prime Minister on Tues 
23rd November. mies te 
If we approve of the statement made by 
the Prime Minister we adopt it as our 
own. Every honorable member who votes 
for the amendment says that he ad 
as part of his speech, and as part of his 
views upon the matter, the views e 
pressed by the Prime Minister: WI 


He said, speaking of the report of 
Basic Wage Commission, ‘‘I reject it 
If honorable members approve of — 
Prime Minister’s action in rejecting 
report, let them vote for the amendment, 
The Prime Minister said also, “I have 


Mr. Piddington or not.’”’ Mr.. Pidding 
ton was asked by the Prime Minister te 
prepare a memorandum on the followimg 
matters :— aay 


1. The true incidence of the cost of living. 
2 How the findings of the Commission as 
to cost of living may be distributed between 
(1) man and wife, (2) each of three dependent 
children, ne i 1 A ate 
3. How the said finding of the Commission ~ 
can be made effective so as to secure fol 
every employee the actual cost of living 
cording to its true ineidence, accepting 
finding of £5 16s. as the actual cost of li 
for a man, wife, and three children, 


De Pt se 
NS ee 


The 1pon 
for ic countries, 
employees of £5 ‘i Hea 
The effect of that course upen prides | and 


ctual realization of the desired | standard 


fort, . 

he effect upon ihe a chonbeutiis ‘obli- 

s to its employees, | permanent and tem- 
ary, of whatever course is adopted. 


¥. 


on these matters Mr. Piddington wrote 
emorandum which the Prime Minis- 

rr will not say whether he accepts or 
ts. Therefore, those who vote for 

/ amendment moved by the Treasurer, 
rst of all reject the report of the Basic 
Wage Commission, and, secondly, do not 
know whether or not ‘they accept the 
“memorandum made by Mr. Piddington. 
In his policy speech at Bendigo, the Prime 
linister made a specific pledge to the 
eople of Australia that he would appoint 
Royal Commission to investigate these 


atters, and would enforce the findings 


that Commission; but this House is 

d to excuse him from carrying out 
pledge, and to say, ‘‘ We do not 

want any findings of the Royal Com- 
mission upon the Basic Wage, but 
we want you to do something which 
is fair and reasonable.’? Honorable 
members opposite want to have another 
dard set up. Of course, they are not 
appealing to the electors now, and, al- 
hough they have been returned upon the 
pledge given by the Prime Minister, they 
e now seeking to excuse him from 
nouring it. They are to share the 
disgrace that would otherwise rest 
on the shoulders of the Govern- 
Nana honorable member _ tells 

: Prime Minister did not 
: agree to “accept the finding of the 
Commissi One has only to look to 
right honorable gentleman’s own 

S, as eee at Bendigo, and 


Government will at the earliest date 
le create effective ck aa to give 
t ig aie apne 


al ‘down in the findings af the Pha 
a That is a definite pledge, 
id we are ree ces to excuse the. 


sack to office ec ‘that pledge 
ziven, or, at all events, because it was 

| the programme which the Go- 
‘hl submitted . to. ai pl Ae 


% 


tao Ae aeies an A ae oa ni 
which, boiled down, means cere 


or other, to the ieerintel ‘which are 
tained in the report of the oval Oon n 
mission.” The amendment moved b: 
the Treasurer, on the other hand, ays 
* Will temibers of the House please. eX 
euse us from carrying out our pledge 
Honorable Latha will sag tak 


ary hey this pledge : and he does ‘not 
‘know what hexs going to do about Mr 
Piddington’s wecommendation. Now, th 

Government, beyond saying that thei 

actions will be fair and reasonable, as 

us to give them carté blanche, to give 
them authority to fix on what, in their 
opinion, is fair and. reasonable, and to 
release them from their solemn pledge. 
I shall not vote for such an amendmen 

and every honorable member who ‘does f 
vote for it must take the responsibility of — 
excusing the Government from honour- : 
ing their pledge. Here is the definite _ 
pledge, as I have just quoted it; and here — 
are the definite and unanimous findings » 
of the Commissioners, in answer to 
clause. 1 of the Letters Patent,. which 
sets forth that the main task of the Com- 
mission was to ascertain definitely - ar 
cost of living according to reasona 
standards of comfort for the. typ 


eal 
family — 


The actual cost of living at the present: time, 
according to reasonable standards of comfort 
including all matters comprised in the ordin 
expenditure of a household, for a man wit 
wife, and three children under fourteen yea: 
of age, is in— 


ethos 
Sydney 
Brisbane 
iINewcastle 
Adelaide 
Perth 
(Hobart 


_ Those are very definite Audie ‘no 
a portion of the Commission, but b: 
its members, So we have this fact 


meg kane on the one ted: ae by : he 
representatives of the employees on the 
other, that it requires the amounts et 


a man and his wife and three ch 
in 1 reasonable: comfort. 


Mr. Larrp Smirn. — Is there not a 
_ minority- report? Pes ial 
Mr. RYAN.—The minority report 
substantially concurs. In fact, those 
members who signed the minority report 
assented to the findings above. I am 
justified in saying that it is a unanimous 
report, and that, in the opinion of all 
the members of the Commission, those 
respective sums are required to keep a 
man and his wife and three children in 
reasonable comfort. « Will any honorable 
member say that the totality of produc- 
tion in Australia will not permit of the 
payment to a man who has a wife and 


three children of a wage sufficient to keep 


them in ordinary, reasonable comfort? 

Mr. McWiruiams.—I think that the 
great majority of the gold mines in Aus- 
tralia could not pay £5 16s. 

Mr, RYAN.—The question is, Is Aus- 
‘tralia able to pay, out of the totality of 
“ats production, sufficient wages to keep a 

man and his wife and three children in 
reasonable comfort? JI say that there 
should be enough even to pay a man who 
has a wife and seven or eight children a 
wage sufficient to maintain them in rea- 
sonable comfort; and there should be 
some means to provide for such payment. 
Sir Granvirtz Ryrre. — How much 
‘does the honorable member suggest 
‘should be paid to a man without wife 
or children ? 3 : 

Mr. RYAN.—I have dealt with this 
same subject-matter previously in the 
- House, and I have set forth my views 
at a time when there were not the same 
high feelings as now. On the 8th Sep- 
tember I addressed myself ‘to the Arbitra- 

tion (Public Service) Bill, and re- 
-marked— 

In fixing what is to be a living wage for a 
‘Commonwealth public servant the Public Ser- 
vice Arbitrator should be guided by what is 
- sufficient to keep a married man, his wife, and 
three children in reasonable comfort. But no 
‘honorable member opposite has suggested that 
that principle should be laid down. I do not 


know whether any of them would support such 
an amendment, but it is absolutely within the 


power of this Parliament to establish that: 


principle in this Bill. It is of no use merely 
to listen to speeches from them proclaiming 
that the Arbitration Court cannot do certain 
things because this Parliament has not the 
- power to lay down principles. We have the 
power to do so in this Bill. We have the 
- power to lay down a further principle which 
_ it is very necessary should be recognised, and 


Basie Wage +[REPRESENTATIV 
2 ‘I hope that some one will move ana 


Arbitrator in arriving at a decision 


+ do “it, 


to that effect. We have the power 
down the principle that the Public — 


question shall not prescribe any wage less th 
the basic wage fixed by the Basie Wage Cor 
Mission now sitting, or by any duly consti it 
authority that may take its place. Wi 
do that, and I ask whether we are going 


A little further on I said ‘ae 
‘Sir Jossru Coox.—This is quite eut 
order. The honorable member is not p 
mitted to quote from Hansard records 
the same session. | Br 
Mr. RYAN.—I am quoting from 
memory, as refreshed by a referen 
Hansard. I merely wish to add th 
also pointed out that if I had my way | 
would go further, and vest in the Arl 
trator the power to give a bonus in 
spect of every child above a _ certain 
number. I recall my remarks on thi 
occasion, in order to show that I am 
now seizing upon some new-fangled ide 
but that I have always stood for - 
I, am at this moment advocating. ~ 
has the ‘Treasurer introduced h 
amendment ? ce 


Weed 


Sir Granvirtz Ryrm—How much 
does the honorable member suggest should 
be paid to a man without wife 
children @ ie: 


Mr. RYAN.—-What do the @ ver: 
ment propose to do? They have fi 
power, and we want to know. We 
asked to give the Government ‘ca 
blanche, with this provision super-add 
namely, that we.release them from carr 
ing out their pledge. Why this su 
desire to do justice to the Public Servie 
When, during the debate upon the Ar 
tration (Public Service) Bill, the hono 
able member for Ballarat (Mr. McGrath 
moved an amendment which sought 
make it imperative upon the Arbitra 
to fix a wage for the Public Service wh 
would be not less than. thé basic wage 
decided by the Basie Wage Royal Oc 
mission, we were told that the Goy 
ment were waiting until the report of 
Commission was available, when # 
would carry out its recommendatic 
The Government did not then tell us th: 
they should give to the Commonwealt 
Public Service the same basic wage as hi 
been prescribed by the different Sta: 
The honorable member for Eden-M 


a apes 8. 


eae servers Rae -we asked 
Government to give a wage about 
to the basic wages of the States, 

. “Wait until we get our own 
Wage Commission’s report. 

u give what the. States pre- 
eribe?” Now we have our own report, 
— and the Government say, “ Let us a 


en they say ‘et? beac is 
They will not face the real position. 
e fact ip that the Government and the 

y behind them sabi allowed Heeaasae 


: Daring the past fen years that the cost 
of living has soared. The profiteer 
I “a aa allowed ae full fing. The hon- 


st evening, that while, during the war, 
ere were some rises in wages, the manu- 
acturers made proportionately far 
greater increases in profits. 
1 g during the war years became so 
‘gr at that some increases in wages were 
found to be hy ite necessary ; but the 


A say, “ The: te aden. of 
Commission cannot be as Zo The 
Arsh, 


( ie power.” ay then, ae he 
says, “If we had the power to grant this 
@ wage, the country would be 
ined by granting it.” . As for the 

+ argument, there - 1s ample ‘power 


ee 


x ines of the Basic Wage ie 


> th as to Ga ernrpalth pub- 
rvants; and | remind him that there 

e no: dispute concerning whether 

ere 1s power to grant the basic wage in 
on with all matters such as Inter- 


one State to another. 


Why. 


The cost of 


intake. 


tending this afternoon. 


- time. 
- gest that it is for mere party purp 


3 “The tee 
r to fix a pay-. 
VALE, _ according: 


Government to ae some constitu 
difficulty. I say there is’ no ¢ 
stitutional difficulty, and I assert er 
with some authority -and © 
some knowledge of the subject. — 


time has come when this House ; 


condemn the breaking 

The Prime Minister has broken every 
solemn pledge that he has made, and the 
violation has been condoned by — oie: 
people. Was it not a solemn and defin 
pledge that the Prime Minister made 1 
this case? Will any honorable membe: 
say that that pledge did not mean thar 
effect was to be,given to the findings 
the Commission? Will any one 
that the Prime Minister did not inten 
to convey to the public of Australia th 
he regarded the wage of a man. with 


_wite and three i adced as the unit from 
which we should build up? 


Tf the righ 
honorable gentleman found that he hae 
made a mistake, why did he not at ones 
admit, it? Why did he not come to th 
House, and say, “I find I have made 
I want to be excused from th 


carrying out of my pledge.” The fact 


is that this is but another illustration o 


the barefaced making ‘of a pledge . 

order to get political support, and a a 
sequent barefaced breaking of that pledge 
Honorable members are now asked to b 


parties to the breaking of that. pledg 


Mr. Marr— This question 160. 
being used by honorable Dyed opp 
site for party purposes. _ 

Mr. RYAN.—1I deny that. 
Labour party all through has coments 
for what my colleagues and I am mn: 
‘We are not nom 
raising this contention for the firs 
Does the honorable | member sug 


that we ask the Government to | 

their solemn pledge, and that we de n 
that the large body of public serv: 
with wives and families in starving 


ditions shall have justice done th 


Mr. Marr.—Honorable members 
site have only just discovered that 


thing of the kind exists. 


Mr. RYAN.—Not at all. The h 
able member says that he ay sp 
before in ea to t. a 


the Government to take action. 
this side can only protest and appeal, but 
honorable members 


shall do this thing.” 


and. families to 


Re 
| Let me Dod Hae that He and those — 


ae Woe? 


who sit with him have power to compel 


opposite have the 
power to say to the Government, “ You 
‘They do not, how- 
ever, avail themselves of that power. 
They talk, but do nothing. Why have they 
allowed public servants during all these 
months to be paid a wage of ve £3 5s. or 
£3 12s. a week, although they have wives 
support. How often 
must some of these public servants and 
their families have gone hungry? We 


know that it is a characteristie of .the 


Australian people to grin and bear their, 


troubles. But during all that time hon- 


orable members opposite have had power 


to compel the Government to take action, 


and have seen fit only to talk about 
the matter. Why do they not act? They 


are prepared now to.vote for this fur- 


ther amendment, which excuses the (Go- 
vernment’s failure to honour its pledge, 


and says, in effect, to them, “ Fix upon 


whatever you think is a fair and rea- 


sonable thing.” 


I do not wish to make a personal 
attack upon the honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr)—I should be sor ry 
to do so—but apparently he was in 
Sydney yesterday, since we were advised 
from there by telegraph that he would 
make one to remain here until a decision 
in regard to the basic wage for Federal 
public servants had been arrived at. 

Mr, Marr.—TI shall sit here until the 
debate is finished. 

Mr. Fenron.—What is the aoe of 
sitting here unless you vote in the right 
way? 

Mr. RYAN.—Exactly. It is useless 
for us to sit here unless we do some- 
thing. The House has power to com- 
pel the Government to take action, and 


it is up to us to use that power. All 
the leading newspapers of this 
country, which usually support the 


Government, are ashamed of their tactics 


with regard to the _ basic wage. 
The Government are barefaced enough to 


make any pledge to a trusting public, 


and to break their pledges over and over 


- again, merely that they may retain place 
and power. 
4 do Boed for whom? 


And to remain in power to 
For the class that 
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We on. 


Government. vat in a both to t 
and the pies made with respect to t 
wheat guarantee, honorable members 


They are asked to excuse the Goveunta aa ! 
—to actually vote to excuse their fail pe, 
to give effect to a solemn pledge, and to 
give them carte blanche to do what he 
like. 7 
I am going to oppose this ce 
amendment. If honorable members opp: 
site wished, they could even now see 
that before the House adjourns we~ 
know exactly what the Government — 
tend to do.. If the amendment submitte 
on behalf of the Government is carr: 
all that we shall know is that they a 
going to scrap the Commission’s repo 
that they will go back upon it and u 
their pledge. If honorable members 
posite would take action even now, 
could have some definite pronouncement 
as to the specific amount which will 
paid to the public servants of the OG 
monwealth, and I, personally, shall : 
be satisfied with anything else. — . 


Mr. MARR (Parkes) [3.52] any h 
just awakened to the fact that the pu 
servants of the Commonwealth during 
past fortnight have secured from § 
honorable members of this House assik 
ance which has never before been forth: 
coming at their hands. I regret that 
honorable member opposite was prepared | 
last night to descend to dirty tactics in 
regard to my position in this matter. A 
cording to press reports, he stated ¢ 
although there were more public serve 
in my electorate than in any other p 
of New South Wales, I had not age an, 
the House noe the week. “8 


statement ? 
‘Mr, Laverre.—tI did. “Geer 
Sir. JosepH Coox.—No one takes apy 
notice of you. : 
Mr. Lavette.—Nor of the right hon 
able member. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER fer 
M. Chanter).—I must appeal to i 
able members to cease interjecting. 
terjections are very disorderly, and 
lead to tlsundera ee 


n¢ Tuesday Mast an 
he honorable member for * Cal ae 


erate and dee falsehood. Tt “could 
7 have been made by_a man who was 


abe tt of the lack Ah ene dis- 
te by men of the type of the honor- 


DEPUTY SPEAKER. — Order! 


a the enon ans member for Calare 


a aie. ade Al ak you, re 
uty Speaker, to see that the honor- 
“member speaks to the question be- 

e the Chair. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Orier| 
The Chair is conscious of its own duty. 


(as 
_ MARR. —So much for statements 


ae. in my Betonats ‘and to en, re- 
By ity for whatever action I have 


er ied to thie and the basic wage. cy 


had an opportunity yesterday of ascer-_ 


ming the attitude of public servants in 
ew South Wales in regard to this mat-- 
er, As a matter of fact, I went to Syd- 
iey early this week largely with the ob- 
LAA evoreaane laeas their attitude 
a spent rani years of my life in the 
Public Service, and I deny that any one 
has the interests of the Service more at 
heart than I have. At the present time, 
is question is being used by honorable 
bers opposite for party purposes. 
es Consmprnz.—I rise to a point of 


A The honorable member for 
| ne Marr) has ies that honor- 


. Ha 


y this question for. party. purposes, 


sire to say that my party, so. far, 
not spoken. — 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. —That, is 
a frivolous point of order. | 
Mr. Consmrmve—I wish to point ol 
that it is not at all frivolous. 3 ave 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. —Order : 
I ask the honorable member to resume hi 
seat. The honorable member for Park 
will proceed. | 
Mr. MARR.—I repeat that hip “ques 
tion is being used by honorable membe 
opposite for party purposes. Some time 
ago every honorable member 1 in this House 
received from Mr. O’Connor, the presi 
dent of the Agitation Committee in Syd 
ney, a telegram inquiring as to their atti 
tude in regard to the basic wage. As : 
matter of fact, before that telegram hac 
been sent, I wired to most of the! secre 


taries of he Public Service Unions in ’’ 


New South Wales, and also to Mr. O’ Con- it 


nor, expressing my views on the subject. — 


But never once has a telegram from an 

honorable member on this side of the — 
House to the Public Service organiza- 4 
tions been published in Sydney. I chal- | 
lenged the person concerned in Sydney — 
yesterday. I pointed out that my tele- — 
gram had not been published, whereas no 
less than five telegrams from Labour mem- _ 


bers had been published in the one day. a 


Effect has not been given to any sugges- 
tion made by me. There is a deliberate — 
attempt, not only by honorable members 
opposite, but by certain people outside 
to use this question for party purposes 
I object to the Public Service being 8 
utilized. 

Mr. Manony.—Mr. O’Connor is a pro 
minent supporter of the National. party 


Mr. MARR.—I believe that he 


entirely in favour of securing the bas 


wage for public servants only by legiti- 
mate means. I do not think that he 


trying to stir up strife; but there 


others who are, and who gave a deplor: 
able exhibition of larrikinism on the Syd- 
ney Railway Station last night. ae 
Mr. Parker Moroney —Who we 
they ? | 
Mr. MARR.—Some of the men ae 
part in this agitation. They represen 
only a very small percentage of the § 
vice; but by acting in such a manner my 
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»Prime Minicter of Anwtenlia, no matter 
who he might be, should be treated better 
than Mr. Hughes was treated on the Syd- 
ney Railway Station last night. 

IT consulted Public Service officials in 
Sydney yesterday as to their attitude in 
this matter, and the general expression 
of opinion was that they would be satis- 
fied for the present with the promise 
made by the Government that probably 
within the next fortnight they would make 
an interim payment which would date 
from the ist November last. Ever since 
I have been in this House I have urged 
that the Commonwealth Service is the 
worst paid Public Service in the whole of 
Australia. I repeat that statement to- 
day. After the reclassification scheme 
earried out by Mr. McLachlan, our pub- 
lie servants for a time were on a higher 
plane, but to-day they are the worst paid 
public servants in Australia. Their 
salaries have not advanced with the in- 
erease in the cost of living. 

In order to keep pace with the increase 
in the cost of living, the Government 
should have done what was done at the 
inception of the Commonwealth with re- 
gard to Federal public servants in West- 
ern Australia. It was found, on investi- 
gation, that the cost of living in Western 
Australia at that time was 5 per cent. 
‘higher than in other States, and under a 
Public Service Regulation Commonwealth 
public servants there were granted an 
allowance of 5 per cent. on top of their 
salaries to compensate them. To-day the 
cost of living in Western Australia is 
lower than in several of the States, 
and I .do not see why, for the time 
being, a regulation could not have 
been. “passed fixing allowances .to bring 
up the wages of public servants to the 
level of the basic wage of £4 5s. per 
week fixed in’ New South Wales. 
Mr. O'Connor, who spoke to me on the 
railway station yesterday, told me that 
he was satisfied with the statement of the 
Prime Minister. There was no just‘fica- 
tion for sending the telegrams which hon- 
 orable mbhibers received. Members of 
the deputation came to the train, and en- 
deavoured to drag the Prime Minister 


out of his carriage. I was asked whether 


I would remain here to keep a House, and 
I said that I was a supporter of the Go- 
vernment, and would do anything I could 
to assist the public servants. in getting a 
fair wage. I am prepared.to stay on 
ome, Marti. 4 
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now. What ee at ne ‘Sen 
tion last night was a deplorable exhi 
of larrikinism; I can call it nothing 
The main body of public servants 
mained outside, but fifty or sixty wen 
on to the platform and gave one of the 
worst exhibitions of larrikinism I h 
seen. J told some of these men that | 
were not doing the Service any good, a: 
advised them to go away and hold thei: 
meeting without harassing the Prime 
Minister; that there was nothing to 
gained by that. This matter has ber 

used for political party purposes, and 
thé agitation is being engineered lar el 

by the disloyal element in the Service. 
The best men in the Service are 
fighting their case fairly, without de- 
scending to the tactics that I . 
complained of; Those who were 
the platform last night care only a 
_stirring up disorder and discontent. The 
have no time for the Prime Minister 01 
any honorable member on this side. The 
were probably sixty men and six girls 0 
the platform, and only three of the m 
were wearing the returned soldier’s badge, ~ 
the remaining fifty-seven not har 
obeyed the call to serve. Jf I had my 
way, the Public Service would be clean 
up, and those who did not volunteer f 
active service, if they were eligible, w 
lese their jobs. I do aot intend to 
the principles on which I was elected. 
stood as g returned soldier, to see that 
returned soldiers got justice, and I would 
not stay here to do the underground work 
of persons who did not obey the eall. 
intend to hold by the principles for whi 
I fought. Last week, when speaking rs 
the motion of the honorable re for’ 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), I said thai 
no doubt honorable members oppo 
had the interests of the Publie Service as” 
much at heart as honorable members on 
this side. But I believe that the cou 


18. 
the matter discussed, ar to oo tole 
fullest amount that we can afford. | 
the Commission reported six montl 

earlier, its recommendations could have 
been fully: discussed. I hold that 4] 
public servant should be paid a fair wage. 
But I know, from my connexion wit. 
the Service, that Hone are men in 


, ) dealing with 
flicient men. As it is, so long as a 
nan keeps thi the, four corners of the 
oe Act, he can carry on, although he may be 

inefficient. When the Public Service Bill 
ig fain under discussion, I shall be able 
ow how several thousands of pounds 
d be saved annually by the adoption 
little business method in two branches 
the Postal’ Department. No doubt, 
onorable members generally wish the 
“public servants to be fairly recompensed, 
cae think that the sere 1s satisfied 


te by them: 771 regret that the report 
‘as not presented earlier; but I am pre- 


to stand behind the Government in 


interim. ‘payment, nioh will dite 
e Ist ‘November. : 
ouse will support that. ee 


hortorable member for Parkes (Mr. 
yg with the public servants from 


d oe Mane. —J did tb say that. 
Mr. - CONSIDINE.~You said thai 
th re were a great number of disloyalists. 
' Mr. Marr.—I said that, thank good- 

‘ness, there was only a small percentage of 
disloyalists, , 
Mr. CONSIDINE Sain the ‘Gyaecy 
prey station last zai the honorable 


sidering. 
Marr.—I said” ate hers were 
sixty men on the platform, only 


Prime 
Nis honorable. member 
son and sedition in every agitation. 


I hope that the 


. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [4.9].— 


signed by representatives of 


a that ‘they were “not. “worth con- 


hree oe whom wore the returned soldier’s 


“Sees » 


ee au the Abbe sui ie 
vindication of his own prowess in the 


MeWilliams), who sane draw a line 
of demarcation between the primary pro- 
ducers and the rest of the workers. I 
contend that in this as in every othe 
civilized country there is no distinction 
between the two classes. The country is 
as much dependent on the city as is the 
city on the country. 
Mr. Srrwarr.—tThat is not so. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — The’ honorable 
member did not hold that view when he 
Was engaged in a sea-faring occupation. 
He was then as useful a member of the 
community as he is now. One member 
praises the primary producers, another 
boosts the manufacturing interests, and A 
third the Flinders-lane interests. | roy 
Mr. Stewarr.—Did you not say once _ 
that you got your majority from. the ae 
farmers ? oe 
Mr. CONSIDINE. aha satelligent Ae 
section of the farmers agreed with my 
views. The Government, appointed a 
Commission of experts to make an ex- 
haustive inquiry into living conditions, 
and to say what they regarded as a fair 
living or basic wage for an average 
family. The Commission has now pre- 
sented its report. A minority report, 
the em- 
ployers, contains this significant . ay 
graph— : % 
Beyond expressing an opinion thee we do 
not consider that some of the higher- priced 
articles mentioned in the indicator lists. ar 
indispensable to a reasonable. standard of 
comfort, and’ recording our view that we are 
not in agreement with minor matters, after 
taking into consideration the nature of th 


evidence, we do not substantially Gianen from 
the general report. 


That is sisned by Ernest E. Keep Ve 
W. D. Gilfillan, commissioners, repre 
senting the employing interest. Thus th 
oe ie of the SSN cae 


son ) sae he been Haar ine by the: 
Evecare of the Government. that, Me 


see. 


Be bis ; ae Seyash ty ete a 
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Exiclloney the ‘Governor: Deis ‘pr 
Queensland is on a visit to Melbourne, 
and is ab the present moment within the 
House. I take it that it will be in ac- 
-eordance with the desire of honorable 
members if I mvite His Excellency to oc- 
cupy a chair on the floor of the House. 

HonoraBLteE Merempers.—Hear, hear! 


His Excellency was then presented to 
Mr. Speaker, and given a seat m the 
chamber, 


BASIC WAGE COMMISSION’S 
REPORT. 


Debate resumed. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—What deductions 
are the working classes going to draw 
from the action of the Government who 
‘appointed this Commission, -and who, 
when the Commission reports after ex- 
haustive investigation 

Mr. Prowsre.—In_ similar  circum- 
stances, what would you do if you could 
not pay the wage mentioned ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I give the honor- 
able member the same reply that the Go- 
vernment usually gives to us—wait and 
This discussion will have a great 
effect on the working classes of the coun- 
try. The rejection by the Government of 
the Basic Wage Commission’s report is 
good. It will open the eyes of the work- 
ing men and women to the farces that are 
perpetrated in the name of éonstitutional 
government, and under the plea of De- 


4 


mocracy. It will show them how much 
the ballot is worth. 
Mr. Hector Lamonn.—There truly 


are some curious farces perpetrated under 
the plea of Democracy! 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—<And the honor- 

able member is not doing a ‘‘ star turn’ 
at present. The Government tell us, and 
their supporters by inference give us to 
understand, that it is proposed to reject 
the recommendations of the Commission, 
and to adopt the New South Wales rate 
of £4 5s. a week as fixed by the Board 
of Trade. The Government reject, not 
a majority report, but, according to the 
employers’ representatives, a unanimous 
Teport, so far as the main essentials are 
concerned, and treat it as so much 
waste paper. 
- Sir JoserpH Coox.—A Ente as to 
what? They do not recommend that the 
_ public servants shall be pe £5 16s, 6d. 
a week. 


Mr. oon SIDINE. —Then wh 
so the ‘other day? ot 
Sir Ropert Best. — He 1 never a 
that that is the finding of the Cot 
sion. 
Mr. CONSIDINE  neoeraaae t 
own statement, the Prime Minister > 
so astounded on receiving the report t h 
he referred it to the Chairman of th 
Commission in order to see how it eoul 
be carried into effect. The Prim 
ister read the memorandum of the 
man, intimating the course of proc 
which could be adopted by the EF 
Minister, if he saw fit, and, of ec 
by” aaa The Cove ee be 


report. For six ey or i 
we shall have absolutely no chance 
even criticising the Government, an 
we criticise them outside we shall 


Act as “ repealed.” 
Mr. McWituiams.—Better gay 


you have to say in this House! 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—1 shall also 
outside what : have to say. 


ber going Snes this afternoon? | ne 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorab 
member ig so anxious to get his B: 
through Wee 
Mr. Pupwene am. | 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The: 
member, who is so much concerned a 
the ruin which will follow, this cou 


I thought he was anxious to Bat his 
through. 

Mr. Prowsz. — If you went homies] 
could get it through. i 
Mr, CONSIDINE.—If the honora 
member was as much concerned about th 
betterment of the homes of the working 
men and women by means of a pr 
basic wage, he would get a great 
more support for his own measure. 


ie 
‘ a ti 
v4 3 LCR 
ee 
i 


i 


ZOWSE. — Th | aay ole 


be very we: Lae heod: However, 
view 1S that nS Government cannot 


a ce’: way buh As usual, no eae 
ter what the opinion of experts or the 
evidence may be, the Prime Minister in- 
‘tends to brush them aside and do what 
he thinks proper. | 

Mr. Corsur.—The Qoratiage did not 
recommend anything, but ee said what 
; ought to be paid. 


Mr. CON SIDINE in am sure we all 


appreciate the unconscious humour of 


the honorable member. The Prime 
Minister cannot allow the matter to rest 
where it is now. If he wishes to re 
main Prime Minister, he and his sup- 
‘porters must do as their masters, the em- 
ploying interests of the country, tell 
them. The only advantage of this dis- 
cussion is that it will show the people 
yutside what they have to expect from 
the deliberations of the House, and from 
Commissions appointed by the Govern- 
ment which is nominally in control of 
ustralia at the present time. 
workers, and also the primary producers, 
have to learn by experience that their in- 
rests are in common, 
ir. Prowszt.—That is quite rehts 


__ Mr. CONSIDINE.—Honorable mem- 


bers opposite tell us that the price of their 
heat, gud their wool is “not determined 


tna international Ge ae 


conditions in this country. The 
nora member for Swan (Mr. 
yse), and his associates of the Country 


prices drop in Europe the person who has 


© bear the brunt is the ceec una. em- 


Siew ier otha is “not a fair 


en. 
Yr, CONSIDINE. aa is” Tes a fair 


, cit. Instead of the so-called re- 
entatives of ge. 


The 


party seem to take the view that when | 


ae LG ne 


pep hands with: the representatives 


Labour, and endeavouring to take suel 
action as would organize production, dis 
tribution, and exchange in the interest 
of the whole community, they endeavour 
to shift the burden from their own 


shoulders to those of the fellow under 


neath. 
Mr. Prowsz.—You belong to the 
country section of Labour ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—No, I belong t 


the international section, which I fancy 1 is 


rather too broad a conception for the 
honorable member. I remind, him, if he 
does not already know, that the ‘combi- 
nation for which I am agitating has bee: 
adopted by his fellow primary producers 
in Canada, In Manitoba and several of by 
wheat-producing districts of Canada, in- _ 
dustrialists have joined hands with, dha 
primary producers to form 
Farmers’ Labour party, and athe very 
good results. In Europe there is a similar 
combination against their common  ex- 
ploiters. The Government appointed the 
Basic Wage Commission at great ae 
expense, “and when this pier ne in 


bombshell of a report was dropped iho 


the camp, they simply ignored it, the 
workers being left to console themselves _ 
with reading it, together with the pro- 
phecies of ruin, ‘which, according to hon- 
orable members opposite, would follow its 
adoption. It 1s a curious fact that in 
every instance where it is proposed to in- 
crease wages or reduce hours to any 
noticeable extent, or to do anything to. 
materially benefit the working classes, the 
employers’ representatives immediately’ 
declare that the country is about to b 
ruined. That was the prophecy when 
ten-hour day was sought instead of 
fourteen-hour day in Great Britain, aa 
the same argument is used in America, 
the present time in reference to thi 
exploitation of child labour. Every ste 
attempted to be taken to improve the lo 
ef the bottom dog always produces 
crop of Jeremiahs among the capitalistic 
class, who tell the people that the coun- 
try will be ruined, and that the improved. 
conditions desired cannot possibly b 
granted. The only value to be derived 
from this discussion, and from the repor 
of the Commission itself, is the educa 
tional effect it will have on the workin; 
classes outside Parliament. It lies wit 
the great working classes of this cou 
ineluding the great mass of public st r 
vants, if then yo to Bet these impro et 


joint Ws 
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“conditions, to use their intelligence, their 
power of organization, and their soli- 
darity, with the object of bringing pres- 
‘sure to bear on the Government to force 
them to carry out not only the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission, but 
also such alterations in the existing social 


order as will make it impossible again for’ 


-any Government to suggest the repudia- 
tion of its own Commission’s recommen- 
dations. 


‘Mr. BELL (Darwin) [4.32]—It has 
to be admitted that honorable members 
of the Opposition, who are only seeking 
good material with which to criticise their 
opponents, have scored in this debate. 
There is certainly fine material for criti- 
cism in the fact that the Government, 
after appointing a Commission to inquire 
into a certain position—— 

Mr. Tupvor.—And after deliberately 
promising to bring its recommendations 
into operation. 

Mr. BELL.—I repeat that it is fine 
material for crittcism when we find that a 
- Government which has appointed a Com- 
mission to make a certain Inquiry chooses 
to ignore the report of that Commis- 
‘sion when it learns the nature of its 
findings. But, although the Government 
may themselves consider it absolutely 

impossible to out this report into effect, 
there are honorable members who would 

make an attempt to achieve the im- 

possible, namely, .to pay a_ basic 

wage of £5 16s. per week to the least 
efficient workman in the community 
—that is what the payment of a basic 
wage means—while paying a propor- 
tionately higher wage for skill and more 
arduous work. -I am prepared to ques- 
tion the cgntention of the honorable 
member for West Sydney '(Mr. Ryan) 
that this Parhament has the power to 
put into effect this basic wage in all the 
‘industries of the Commonwealth. The 
Commonwealth Government can certainly 
_ fix upon a basic wage for its own em- 

_ployees; even at the amount which the 
Commission has recommended as neces- 

sary to enable a workman to pay for what 


are considered reasonable comforts; but . 


it certainly would not be right for the 
Government to fix for its own employees 
- a wage that could not be earned by’ those 


_ doing similar work outside the Service. 


_ We must pay our public servants a wage 


Basic Wage ~[REPRESENTATIVES.] Commission’s Report. 


‘that will enable them. 20 live ‘in reas 


_ city they can have all these comforts; 
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able comfort, and a wage equivalent 
what they could earn outside the Serv: 
Otherwise we shall lose the best of then 
and the Service will become very - 
less efficient than it is to-day. 
honorable members contend that ; 
necessary to give it a complete overha 
But if we are to pay our publie serva: 
a wage of £5 16s. per week for the hgh 
and easiest class of work, what are we to 
pay the men working im the munes 
forests, and fields, who do hard and ror 
work? Surely they are entitled 
higher wage than is paid to those ~ 
have, light employment in our Pub. 
Service, and who enjoy all the nice co 
forts demanded by city dwellers? — 
course, if persons prefer to live in 


if we choose to ill-pay our servants, : 
of them will have the courage to face 
hardships of life, and, being anxious 


int 


enjoy what every man desires, a comfo: 
able home, will leave the Service, leavi 
behind them the worst to do our ‘wo: 
when we ought to have the bes 
However, if we pay £5 16s. per week 

those employed in the Public Service 
those engaged in city industries, 
cause the honorable member for | 
(Mr. Tudor) particularly supports 
men who work in our forests, mines 
fields will be compelled to work for les 
remuneration, because this wage has | 
be earned before it can be paid. 
man in the city is paid a wage ovel 
above what he actually earns, it has 
made up from somewhere, and cer 
the loser will be the man who works in 
fields to provide food at the cheap rate 
manded by the city dweller. The ho 
able member for Yarra and others hay 
said that an industry that will not 
pay what they consider to be a 
wage should not continue’ to © 
There never was a greater absurdity 
tered in this House. Are we goin, 
close down one-third of our mines 
Australia because they will not retur 
£5 16s. per week to all the men employe 
in connexion with them? Would 3 
be equivalent to a man cutting his thro 
because he could not have all the cor 
forts he desired? Would it not be™ 
absurdity for any one to contend th 
because rural industries cannot prov 
all employed in them with a wage ¢ 


pe 


Gia Hi Sail ihe hae 2 of HeGees 
ek ibbages, fruit, wheat, and other com- 
. »dities absolutely necessary for the life 
of the people? There are men employed 
in the occupations I have referred to who 
do not earn £5 16s. per week, and who 
eannot expect to do so in view of the 
prices ruling for their productions. If 
eda as: or the men employed to-day in produc- 

_ ing butter were to receive a wage of £5 


16s. for a week or forty-four or forty-. 


; _ eight hours, instead of butter being 2s. 
- 10d. per lb. as it is to-day, it would have 
to be 6s. per lb. ‘Will the honorable 
member for ‘Yarra and other  hon- 
; __ orable members opposite say that because 
the dairying industry does not return to 
all employed in it £5 16s. for a week of 
forty-four hours, they should cease to 
milk cows and produce butter ? 
_ Honorable members must realize that 
| ee wage has to be earned before it can be 
paid. It is perfectly certain that many 
fe ites earried on in Australia to-day 
-eannot pay the basic wage which the Com- 
mission has said is necessary to secure 
- for the people engaged in them reasonable 
: -eomfort in life. Royal Commissions 
have their own way of arriving at con- 
elusions. This Basic Wage Commission 
took evidence from partisan witnesses on 
both sides. The witnesses for one side 
is said that they required much higher 
pemnges than they were getting, and they 
gave evidence as to the prices they paid 
< for food, clothing, and rent. I do not 
- suppose that any one will deny that some 
of the evidence given before the Com- 
mission with regard to the cost of com- 
-modities and the cost of living was very 
_ greatly exaggerated. Witnesses for the 
other side put the cost of commodities at 
a much lower rate, and differed from the 
other witnesses as to the food and cloth- 
ing required to give a reasonable stan- 
ae of comfort. 


Mr. Consmwinr.—Did not the pur- 
veyors of the commodities give evidence? 


_ Mr. BELL.—tThey did. The Royal 
Commission struck a halite between the 
two testimonies in trying to arrive at a 
wage necessary to provide for reasonable 
comfort. I believe that three members 
of this House, by a little reckoning, 
¢ oe in the course of a day, decide the 
eal L cost: of living ysis and the wage 


necessary to a ey men to lve in. ‘rea 


sonable comfort, and be very much nearer 
the mark than the amount fixed by a 
Royal Commission that has cost thou 
sands of pounds, and occupied’ man: 
months in its inquiry. I say, withow 
any hesitation, that the proposal put for 
ward by Mr. Piddington ; in his memoran 
dum for differentiating between marrie 
and single could not be given effect, and 
will not bear examination. It ig quite 
unworkable. I do not think there is 
political party in this Parliament tha 
would attempt to put it into. effect. 
Mr. Maruews.—If the honorabl 
member does not hurry, I shall move tha 
the question be now put. 
Mr. BELL—That would not be a bat 
idea, but I remind the honorable mem- — 
ber that honorable members opposite a 
were loud in their protests that they were — 
not being given an opportunity to fon: 
cuss this matter. I am not taking up— 
much of the time of the House, but I 
have no intention to permit the question — 
to go to a vote without giving some rea-- 
sons why I could not vote for the amend- — 
ment moved by the honorable member for 
Yarra. Jam of opinion that this House i. 
should not be turned into a wage- -fixing 
tribunal. We have already too many 
such tribunals in Australia. Every © 
State has its own. We have a Cone 
monwealth Arbitration Court, and only | 
the other day we passed a Bill to 
establish a new system by which to arrive — 


at the right wage to pay members of the _ 


Public Service. In spite of all these tri- _ 
bunals and Acts of Parliament, it is now 
proposed that, we should fix the basic wage — 
ourselves. If that is not a good onaichay 
of extravagance, I should:like to hear a 
a better. 
Mr. Marurws. — It is only the base 
that it is proposed to fix. The righ 
wage must be built upon that. => 
Mr. BELL.—If we decide the base 1 
must ,have a material effect upon the 
structure to be built upon it by. the 
various tribunals. The members of th 
Commonwealth Public Service are th 
only persons with whom we can deal in 
fixing a basic wage. 
Mr. Ryan.—Why does the oneal 
member say that they are the oly Pes 
sons we can deal with? 
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West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) on that point. 
In my view, we have no power to fix 
wages to be paid in industries outside the 
Public Service. 
Mr. Ryan. — The honorable member 
admits we have powers over all engaged 
in Inter-State trade. 

Mr. BELL. — They represent only a 
section of the community. 1 contend 


‘that this Parliament has not the power’ 


to fix the basic wage to be paid in all in- 
dustries, and if it has, then, in my 
opinion, it should not have such power. 
In the interests of the efficiency of the 
Public Service, as well as in the interests 
of justice to. those employed in it, they 
should be paid a fair wage, and one 
equivalent to what they could earn out- 
side the Service. Further than that I 
am not prepared to go. As the Govern- 
ment have decided to fix the basic wage 
for the Public Service I hope that it will 
be a fair wage after considering what 
might be earned by the same people in 
industries outside the Service. Taking 
_ the public servants as a whole, they are 
not, in my opinion, so badly treated as 
‘some would indicate in the wires they 
have sent to me and to other honorable 
members. If they had to leave the Ser- 
vice and go to work in the back blocks, 
where there are none of those comforts 
and attractions such as were described in 
the course of evidence before the Com- 
Mission, they would soon learn that they 
have not been quite so badly treated as 
“some allege. Nevertheless, if the Govern- 
ment decide that the Public Service is 
underpaid, the wrong must be put right 
without delay. There is just this, further, 
that if the Government come to the con- 
clusion that for some time the Public 
Service has been underpaid, they should 
certainly have remedied that wrong with- 
out waiting for the report of the Basic 
Wage Commission, the recommendations 
of which the Prime Minister now tells us 
cannot possibly be adopted. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hume) 
[A. 51].—-It is gratifying, although the re- 
sult was disappointing, to remember that 
a definite vote was taken to-day upon the 
actual subject-matter of this discussion 
before the Treasurer’s side-stepping and 
camouflaging amendment was moved. 
_ The supporters of the Government, having 
_ been caught napping, advantage has been 
in taken of the ed oelemmin to se to the 
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-such-and-such a rate shall be the 


Commission's 8 Report. 


public seryants, and to the people 
rally, exactly where honorable mem 
stand. To vote in support of the ame 
ment moved by the Treasurer wil now 
tantamount to indorsing the action of 
Government in deliberately breaking tl 
pledge made on the occasion of: the | 
election campaign to public servants. — 
Mr. Tupor.—And. every vores 
throughout the country. 


Mr.. PARKER MOLONEY.—Also 
every working woman; for I, as a mer 
ber of this party, stand for the principle 
of equal pay for equal work. Here 
the terms of the definite pronouncement 
of the Prime Minister at Bendigo— ~ 

The Government is, therefore, appointing 
Royal Commission to inquire into the eost of 
living in relation to the minimum or basic ~ 
wage. The Commission will be fully clothed 
with power, to ascertain what is a fair ba 
wage and how much the purchasing power 
the sovereign has been depreciated during # 
war, and also how the. basic wage may 
adjusted to the present purchasing power 
the sovereign, and the best means, when 
so adjusted, of automatically adjusting itsel, 
to the rise and fall of the sovereign. Th 
Government will, at the earliest date possible, 
create effective machinery to give effect ie 
these principles. Ys 

Mr. Maxwe.iui.—That is what they: oe 
doing. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ee ¢ 
the honorable member say that? In w 
way does the Commission make known 
principles? The Commissioners say th 


wage for one State, and that such-an 
such shall be the basic wage for another 
State. Those are the principles of their 
findings; and the Prime Minister said in 

his election pledge that at the earliest pos— 
sible moment ee waticener, oa 


sort of gees Citra tsrens The oa 
of the Treasurer, if carried, will mean 
violation of a definite ae 


ber will be ai of hat He, 1s ale 
glad when we violate our principles, 
cause it affords him an opportunity 
use the circumstance against us. 


giettable, all the same.. I am sorr 
the Government should violate their p 
ciples because of the effect upon the Pu 
lic Service, and the ee pe 
should dipliate their ae if tre viola 
tion will have the effect of — to 


id of Rg ane ane is respon- 
ible for the findings of the Commission ? 
_ Why was the basic wage established at 
_ uch high rates? Can the Government re- 


ieve themselves of responsibility? The 


placed at such a high standard because 
| Ge De eiftosrine has been allowed so to flourish 
ae that the purchasing power of the sove- 
Ne eh ) eign has been tremendously decreased. 
- If the Prime Minister had not made 
Tim > known to the country that it was not the 
intention of the Government to carry out 
“the recommendations of the Commission, 
he would not have journeyed to Sydney 


ae 


Lit of £25,000. Indeed, he might not 
have got the money at all unless he had 
first. given the assurance that he did not 
. Intend to give effect to the finding of the 
- Commission; or, if he did receive it, it 
--would not have been handed over with 
such good will as seems to have been at 
. the back of the presentation. 


a It was pitiful to listen to the honorable 
member for Parkes (Mr. Marr), whose 
mame has been connected with telegrams 
_ received on every side. The honorable 
member caid yesterday that he would 
make one to sit-here and secufe a definite 
vote upon the subject of the basic wage. 
“To-day, he says, ‘“‘ I do not think we can 
pay what is recommended by the Com- 
‘mission, but I am quite prepared to sit 
Tere and find out what is a fair thing.”’ 
Very well! That is in keeping with the 
terms of his message to the public ser- 
‘yvants in Sydney. But what happened 
here to-day? What was the attitude of 
the honorable member? He did not 
“rise, and say, “ We should be prepared 
to sit here this week, and even next week 
until we decide what is a fair basic 
wage.” He did not think it worth while. 
He waited until a vote was taken, and 
without uttering a word of protest sup- 
. i pores the Government who have violated 
the pledge they made before the elections. 
BY he did not even speak, but when the mis- 
chief was done, and the vote recorded, he 
“rose with an intention of expressing cer- 
tain views that could have no effect. 
‘Mr. Maxwetz.—Honorable 


_ on that side of the chamber appear to 
take a burning interest in this ae 


ng oe PARKER MOLONEY. aie 
_ alvays hs have done 80 0 


recommendations of the Commission were House is sitting? 


ain “quite such good heart to receive that 


of men and women in the Commonwealth, 


Government to keep its pledge. 


‘members . 
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Mr. “Maxwett. Where are thay now 

Mr. Tupor.—Down in the Courts, 
where the honorable member spends me 
of his time. : 

Mr. Maxwetu. Bs I there chet le 
Does the Leader 0: 
the Opposition think that is a fair st 
ment to make? 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. “Hones 
able members on both sides of the chan 
ber realize that the mischief has’ bee 
done now a vote has been taken. © 
Government, with the assistance of — 
Corner party and their docile majority 
have said that they are not going 
adopt the rates decided upon by t 
Commission. ; 

Mr, Ryan.—The crucial vote has been 
taken. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— Yes, dy 
honorable members from this side did not 
leave until a vote was taken. i 

Sir Joszex Coox.—Then, why are you 
bothering? | A 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. Bel) am 
uttering my protest against this side 
tracking amendment of the Treasurer. 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—How can it be a 
side-tracking amendment if the crucial : 
vote has been taken? ie 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. I nd 
not going to allow the matter ope: 
smothered up, because the Ga is of 
great importance, and affects thousands: 


and if the Treasurer’s amendment’ is 
defeated, it will be an instruction to the 
tS 
a matter that should be, and _ mus 
be, exposed. Of course, it is not unusual 
for this Government to break the 
pledges. They,had no. hesitation in do 
so. in connexion with their guarantee of 
5s. per bushel for wheat at railwa, 
sidings. . But because they have broken 
their pledges on previous occasions, 
is no reason why they should continu 
violating the pledges given to the electo 
It is the duty of honorable members 10 
publicly expose the Government, and [O- 
show clearly that they are not keep ng 
faith with the electors. I have in my 
possession quite a number of letters 
which clearly illustrate the an cy 
position in which many of our public 
servants are sue but it will be 31 
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take a case, which ig typical a many, of a 
postal employee who was sent to an irri- 
gation area just beyond my electorate ata 
wage of £90 per annum, or 35s. per week. 
This unfortunate employee, although re-. 
celving such a small remuneration, was 
compelled to pay £2 10s. per week for 
board. Of course, he was not able to do it, 
and after endeavouring to do so for a 
while, ‘and finding that he was running 


into debt, he obtained work with the 
Irrigation Trust, which paid him 
£4 11s. 6d. per week. Is this not a 


striking contrast? In 1914 Mr. Justice 
Heydon fixed the basic wage for New 
South Wales at £2 8s. per week, t have 
before me particulars of a married 
elerical officer in grade 2, class 4 of the 
Commonwealth Public Service who was 
at that time receiving £245 per annum, 
or £120 per annum above the basic wage 
which represented an additional payment 
for skill and responsibility. To-day that 
officer in the same class is being paid 
£245 per annum, plus a war bonus of 
£32, which makes his salary £277 per 
annum, which means that the amount 


that he can claim for skill and responsi- . 


bility apart from his bonus is £21 as 
against £120 previously. On the basi 

of the Royal Commission’s finding, which 
provides £5 17s. per week, he would not 
receive even £30 as an additional re- 
muneration for skill and responsibility, 
but there would be a deficit of £26, as 
that margin has been entirely dispensed 
with. There are a number of other cases 
which I could mention. In New South 
Wales, for instance, the railway servants 
are paid in accordance with a basic wage 
of £5 5s. per week, and to institute a 
striking comparison I may mention the 


wages of the railway telegraphic staff in, 


New South Wales and the postal tele- 
graphic staff. One officer with twenty-five 
years’ experience in a country post-office 
receives £280. per annum, whilst an officer 
on the railway telegraphic staff in a town 
a few miles away with ten years’ service 
receives £315 per year. There is also 
the case of an officer with thirty-six 
years’ experience who is at present 


in the Commonwealth telegraphic  ser-. 


vice and who receives 


ce £212 per an- 
num, and one 


in the railway tele- 


graphic service with six years’ service, 


who is in receipt of £255 per annum. 


There are also two officers, one on the 


j ey telegraphic staff and epeviltesn on 
Mr. Parker pres 


x! 
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‘House to explain why he stands for t¢ 


‘supporters! (Mr. Marr) eulogized: him! 


the Commonwealth telegraphic — 
The Commonwealth employee with six 
years’ service receives £126 per annum, 
and the State employee on the railw 
telegraphic staff, also with six yea 
experience, receives £255 per annum 
I do not suggest that the amou 
paid to the employee on the Ra 
way telegraphic staff is too 
According to the findings of this Com: 


Service receives only £196 a year, 
officer doing similar work in the Sta 
railway service is receiving £255 p 
annum, or £4 18s. as against £2 8s. p 
week, While officers in the telegraph 
branch of the railway service have been 
receiving a basic wage for a number of 
years, not a supporter of the Government, 
before the presentation of this report, was 
prepared to utter a word in favour 
the levelling up of Commonwealth se 
vants. Not a word was uttered by them 
in favour of bringing such officers in 
line with those working on the basie Wee . 
operating in the State. : 

The gentleman who wrote to me in re- 
gard to this matter, at the close of his 
letter, makes the pertinent inquiry— 

I would like to know how Mr. Hughes, if h 
were back in his old trade of umbrella-making, | 
would like to find himself on one side of the 
street making umbrellas at £2 Ils. per wee 
and another man engaged in the same ope 


tion on the other side of the road Miers 
£4 5s. per week. 


That is a very pertinent inquiry, whi he 
might well be addressed to the Prime 
Minister if we could find him. Evy 

since thig discussion started this afte 
noon, he has not seen fit to come into tf 


breaking of a solemn pledge, for whi 
he, above all other members of the G 
vernment, is most responsible. He cer 
tainly did come in for a few moments t 
refer to a telegram, the truth of the sta: 
ments in which he denied. That tele- 
gram was sent to honorable members by ~ 
the chairman of the movement (Mr. 

O’Conner) to secure the basic wage for 
Commonwealth employees. 
. Mr. Lavettz.—The Prime Minist 
attacked him, and later on one of hii 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY LO 
one of the Prime Minister’s most doci X 


pa ot the avently We know 
object’ the Prime Minister had in 


er of that telegram. He knows 
it if he can only succeed in dividing 
public servants amongst themselves, 

_ the whole issue will be side-tracked. And 
a so he resorts to his old tactics. I do not 

believe, however, that his attitude is in- 
dorsed, or that ‘it will be countenanced, 
by the great bulk of those who sit behind 
him. It is inconceivable that they could 
indorse it. When the right honorable 
gentleman wants to extricate himself from 
an awkward position, he invariably raises 
as a side issue something that will appeal 
to the passions and prejudices of the 
people. That is what he did this after- 
noon. It was a most discreditable action. 
He referred by name to a gentleman who, 
I presume, was voted to the position of 
president of the Agitation Committee by 
the great body of public servants in New 
South Wales. 


- Mr. Lavetre—And he 4 is also a eye 
known Nationalist. 


‘Mr. 
know that. In order to camouflage the at- 
titude of the Government, he refers speci- 
ally to this man’s name, and says that the 
demand for the basic wage is being made, 
not by the Public Service generally, but 
only by a section of it, and that this 
agitation is being engineered by some 
hidden force. In this way the Prime 
Minister endeavours to cover up the shame 
of his having violated a solemn pledge. 
He is not likely, however, to bam 
boozle the Public Service or the great 
mass of the people. The Public Service 


own interésts, and will not allow them: 
selves to be influenced by any such con- 
sideration as that suggested by the right 
honorable gentleman in such attempts. 
think he largely stands alone. 


There is only one other aspect OF this 
question to which-t desire to refer. From 
time to time discussions have taken place 
in this House, as well as on public plat- 
forms, as to the efficacy of Labour Go- 
vernments in certain States. I have 
heard | the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 
ay, on many occasions, as was said dur- 


i elections, that the cost of living in Queens- 


ye en 


in referrng to the name of the. 


distribution of population. 


PARKER MOLONEY .—I eh not. 


-of an independent authority prove that, 


of the Commonwealth are alive to their. 


modicum of comfort than the people of 


ing the recent Queensland: and other State 


i where a ‘Labour. Government has. 


fea in power for some s years, is nat 4e 
than that in any other State. We now 
have the definite finding of an indepen. 
dent Commission that a basic wage of 
£5 6s. per week is sufficient in One 
land, as compared with a basic wage run-_ 
ning up to £5 17s. per weck in States 
where anti-Labour Governments have been! _ 
in office for years. No one can deny the 
figures. They show that, as the result of - 
a Labour Government having been in 
power for years in Queensland, the cost 
of living there is from 16 per cent. to 20 
per cent. less than in any other State of 
the Commonwealth. | 

Mr. Prowsz.—That is because of ‘tie! 
There is no 
reference in the report to any Labour } 
Government. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. ia Dis 
honorable member will, of course, put his © 
own construction upon the figures. 


Mr. Prowsz.—The position is nearly tee 
the same in Western Australia, where ~ 
there is a similar distribution of ‘popula 
t10n. oe 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY othe ie 
honorable member cannot get away from) |) 
the fact that the report of this indepen- 
dent Commission shows that the cost of 
living in Queensland is less than in other _ 
parts of the Commonwealth. If every — 
State had been controlled by a. Labour 
Government, as Queensland has been for 
some years past, the Commonwealth to- 
day would not be in the hopeless position 
of being financially unable, according to 
the Government, to give effect to the find- 
ings of the Commission. These figures 


as a result of Labour legislation in — 
Queensland, the people there have a~ 
cheaper loaf, and a cheaper breakfast 
table, and are able to enjoy a greater 


any other State. That is a very pleasing 
feature of this report. It is sad to learn 
from it that the public servants of th 
Commonwealth have been ground down 
for a number of years, and have been liv- 
ing under conditions infinitely worse tha 

those of their fellow servants in the em 
ploy of the States. The Commission has 

raade the fullest inquiries, and has oceu- 
pied over twelve months in collecting th 
data upon which it bases its Aindings as : 
to what is a fair basic sabe “There ie ae 
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- Honorable members opposite, whose only 
desire is to fall into line behind the Go- 
vernment, now say that the finding of the 
Commission must go by the board, be- 
-eause they have not had the opportunity 
ef considering it. Surely the findings 
of the Commission can be depended upon. 
The members of the Commission have 
‘had over twelve months in which ‘+o 
ascertain the facts, and every person in 
the community who believes in a fair 
thing will regard as most discreditable 
the action of the Government in violating 
_ the solemn pledge which they made to the 
people at the last general election. 


Mr. BOWDEN (Nepean) [5.20].—I am 
‘eonvinced that every honorable member 
of this House desires to do the right thing 
_by the employees of the Commonwealth. 


The only question that concerns us is 


how are the Government going to give 
effect to the recommendation of the 
._ Commission? JI am afraid we have 
got into a tangle because of: the 
different basic wage rates declared y 
diferent tribunals. I doubt very mu 

whether these inquiries haye  pro- 
_ duced any very satisfactory results, but 
it is one thing to criticise a report, and 
another to suggest a remedy. 


_ include an instruction to inquire how the 
_ basic rate of wage to be declared could be 
given effect to, and I agree with the 
honorable member for Yarra (Mr, 
Tudor) that the first. requisite of any 
democratic country is that its employees 
shall be paid a sufficient living wage to 
insure all the réasonable comforts that 
people may expect to enjoy. We are now 
_ confronted with the deliberate statement 
. that it is impossible to pay every employee 
£9 16s. or £5 17s. per week, according 
to the State in which such employee lives, 
which the Commission has declared to be 


the basic rate of wage for a man, his 


wife and three children. The Chairman 
of the Commission (Mr. Piddington), 
whose opinion must be respected, has 
‘made a suggestion as to how the -recom- 
‘ mendation may be carried out, namely, 
by paying one rate of wage to the un- 
married man and another rate to the 
married man with children. 


an ae Consip1nz.—What will that lead 
to? 


Mr. Jowzrr.—It. might encourage 
- marriage. 2 


I regret: 
that the scope of the Commission did not. 


Mr. Consiprvz.—And it might encov 
age the bosses to get rid of the marri 
men. ERK i 

Mr. BOWDEN.—That statement 
been made several times, but so fa 
I understand Mr. Piddington’s sugges 
tion, the employers would be called upon 
to pay the same wage to all employees, 
whether married or single, but that 1 
addition to such payment the employ: 
shall pay into a special fund a per cap 
amount for all their employees, ma 
or single, from which a payment of 1 
per’ week shall be made for ea 
child. This ,is rathem 4a Smee 
tionary scheme, but it is not altog 
new. It is similar, I think, to the 
posal made by the Holman Goverm 
not very long ago in New South W 
but which, 1 believe, was found to 
impracticable. as 

Mr. Consip1neE.—It was turned dow 
by the Nationalist party in the U 
House. > ae 

Mr. BOWDEN.—It may have be 
but I know the suggestion was made, and 
I regret that it was not given effect to. 
It might not have been successful, but 
think we shall have to experiment alon 
those lines. According to Mr. Piddingtom 
the payment of the basic wage to: 
employee in the Commonwealth w 
represent an additional expense 
£93,000,000 per year, and according 
Mr. Knibbs, an additional expen 
£101,000,000. It needs very 
thought to realize that this would be 
impossible burden for the industries of 
the Commonwealth. The honorable 
ber for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) 
shown that it would be impossible 
some of the most important industrie 

ay this rate of wage, and that, if it w 

opted, they would have to close down 
altogether. In the interests of the workers 
themselves, it is only fair that the Go- : 
vernment should have opportunity fo1 
further consideration of this repo 
is generally acknowledged that the 
at present being paid in the Publie 
vice are not sufficient, and the P 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) has promise 
increase the amount up to the old 
rate of wage, plus the. present 
chasing power of the sovereign, 
is, the wages shall have the 
purchasing power as in 1907. | 
it is admitted, is only a temp 
expedient. for the purpose of givin; 


- Government. time to look more. carefull 


. ae 
Woe My 


he suggestion that the report will be 
pigeon-holed and forgotten’ 1s altogether 
unfair. The whole position is to be re- 
iewed, and the Government will make 
ggestion as to how best to give effect 
he report of the Commission, so that 
ry man and woman in the Common- 
wealth Public Service, at any rate, and, 
incidentally, all those employed in Aus- 
tralian industries, may get a fair living 
wage. I do not see anything unreasonable 
in this proposal. It appears to me to be 
the only way by which the difficulty may 
be overcome. For that reason I welcome 
the amendment proposed, and intend to 
give it my support. eri 
‘Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [5.29].— 
As the representative of the city of 


population of Australia is concentrated, 
I feel compelled to say a few words about 
the report of the Commission that was 
appointed by the Government to inquire 
into the basic wage question. It is to be 
regretted that certain honorable members 
are in a flippant mood because, in’ my 


- 


judgment, no more important document 
has ever been presented to the Common- 
wealth Parliament. ayes 

The Basic Wage Commission was ap- 
pointed to give effect to an election pro- 
mise of the Prime Minister, and mo one 
knows better than he that it was intended 
that its recommendations should apply to 
the whole of the industrial life of Aus- 
lia, and not to the Federal Public Ser- 
vice alone. My Leader (Mr. Tudor) 
pointed out that the fixing of a 
basic wage was first discussed in 1906, 
and in 1908, in what is known as the 
Harvester case, a basic wage was em- 
bodied in an award of the Arbitration 
Court. From that time unto the present 
hat award has not been reviewed. No 
exception was taken to the composition of 
‘the Commissign, because the men ap- 
ointed as representatives of the em- 
ployers and employees were closely iden- 
tified with those sections of the commu- 
“nity respectively; nor has it been said 
that the Commission’s recommendations 
are not based on the evidence..which was 
before tt. Before any matter affect- 
‘conciliation, arbitration, industrial 
, and the like, can be dealt with, 


“Thi 


Sydney, where a large proportion of the . 


er ‘, 


is National Parliament is the only bods 
that can settle the matter for the who 
of Austraha. Yet honorable memk 
opposite have employed all their — 
genuity to prevent a direct vote being 
taken, and to avoid facing the issue. 
will not be disputed that the party 1 
power is under the influence of the Oe 
‘ploying section of the community, and 
when the Commission’s report reached th 
Prime Minister, his first thought was fe 
the interests of that section, not for thos 
of the public servants or of the genera 
community. Therefore, he took steps 

obtain a document—which was produce 
at a speed hitherto unknown—to. clou 
the recommendations of the Commit 
sioners. I do not think that he should 
have done that. His course was to tak 
the House into his confidence, so that o 
of Australia’s chief, problems might — 
solved, and the cause of’ intlustrial peac 
advanced thereby. Undoubtedly — the 
Crown, as an employer, should, in its — 
treatment .of the public servants, set an 
example to other employers. But this 
Government has paid no proper regard t 
the Federal Public Service. Honorable 


members generally have complained that 


Ae 


the public servants are not paid what 
they should receive for the work that the 
do for the community. Will any one say 
that the people of Australia wish their — 
servants to be underpaid? The State 
Governments have applied basic rates in 
the payment of their public services, and 
the Federal Commonwealth Service 
should have been similarly treated. 
for the cry that the country cannot affor 
to pay the recommended basic wage, 
say that there never was a reform whi 
meant the shortening of hours, the in 
creasing of pay, or the improvement 
any condition without the objection b 
ing raised that it could not be done, be 
cause it would ruin the country.  W: 
never hear it said, however, when railwa 
and tramway fares are raised, - when 
farmers are getting 9s., 10s., and 15s 
bushel for their wheat, when the pric 
of meat, butter, and other foodstuffs a 
increasing by 100, and in some cases 200 
per cent., and when there is a gener 
rise In prices, that the country will 
ruined, and that the people cannot affo 
to pay what is asked of — ther 
The members opposite display a spirit 
callous indifference. They show an 
disregard of the interests of the we 
I well remember the occasion upon w 


ge 
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the late Mr. E. W. O’Sullivan, Minister 
for Works in the Government of New 
South Wales, decided to increase the pay 
of railway navvies to 7s. per day. The 
proposal was denounced by the press as 
an impossible one, and the cry was imme- 
diately raised that the country could not 
afford to pay it. But, as a matter of 
fact, the country did pay it, and no seri- 
ous results followed. This afternoon, the 
honorable member for Darwin (Mr. Bell) 
stressed the point that the fruit-growers 
of the Commonwealth would not be able 
to grow fruit if the industry were com- 
pelled to pay this basic wage. But of 
what use is it for anybody to’ produce 
commodities if the people do not possess 
sufficient money to purchase them? It 
seems to me that honorable members have 
not realized the true significance of the 
report of the Basic Wage Commission, 
and how intimately the adoption of the 
recommendations of that body will affect 
the daily lives of our people. I intend 
to send a few copies of that report to the 
Old Country, and also to America, ac- 
‘companied by some comments, and I am 
confident that before very long the Lab- 
our party in those countries will be fol- 
lowing in our footsteps. What a splendid 
advertisement it would be for Australia, 
especially when it is seeking to attract a 
large stream of immigrants to its shores, 
1f we could point with pride to the fact 
that we were paying the basic wage which 
has been recommended by the Commis- 
sion! As honorable members are aware, 
a supplementary report upon this matter 
has been issued by Mr. Piddington—a 
report containing a mass of figures. The 
impression. conveyed by this supplemen- 
tary report is that the industries of Aus- 
tralia cannot afford to pay the basic wage 
recommended by the Commission. TI have 
no hesitation in saying that this country 
is well able to pay a basic wage sufficient 
to enable all workers to maintain them- 
selves and their families in a reasonable 
degree of comfort. 


‘Sir JosepH Coox, — The honorable 
member has not said a word about the re- 
ie He has been talking all round the 
world. 


Mr. WEST.—I can recall the occasion 
Some years ago when an increased wage 
was being sought by the miners of New 
South Wales. We were then assured that 
the industry could not possibly pay it— 


_ @ suggestion which was vigorously com- 


: : bated “by the present Treasurer (Sir 
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indeed, at any practical man atten 


Joseph Cook). He also affirmed thai 
dustries which could not afford to pa 
living wage ought not to continue 
exist. That is not so very long a 

As a representative of Sydney, I kne 
that I am expected to voice the opini ns 
of my constituents. As I said before, lam 
sorry that the House has not displayed 
that spirit and frame of mind which ar 
necessary to the proper consideration 
this question. Whether the report of 
Commission be a proper one or not, W 
should have set ourselves determinedly t 
solve the problem involved. However 
different honorable members may be, 
however much they may try to side-trac 
the issue, it is an issue which must b 
settled sooner or later. What is the goo 
of our Conciliation and Arbitration Act, © 
or our Industrial Peace Act, unless there ~ 
is some standard on which decisions m 
be based? There is no doubt that on 
a standard is available, much of the w: 
of the Court will be rendered unnecessa: 
and the congestion of business to that 
tent relieved. The question of wa 
crops up in almost every case which co 
before our arbitration tribunals, and 
is a great pity that one of the most 
portant reports ever tabled should lack 
proper consideration because of m 
political prejudice. ‘ge 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [5.53]- 
have to admit at the outset that I h 
not given a great deal of study to the 
port which is the subject of discussion 
day; but to the extent to which I h 
dipped into it, I feel that it provides no 
reliable store of information to enable me 
to solve the difficult problem that is befor 
Parliament at the present time. T 
Commission has taken twelve months for 
its investigations, and has covered a great 
deal of ground. It has produced a repo 
abounding in much pseudo-scientific 1 
minology; but it seems to me to h 
missed altogether some of the simp 
and most fundamental propositions — 
ought to be embodied in a report of 
kind. The idea of determining a b 
wage is altogether a pernicious one. Ther 
is no such thing as a basic wage, in spite 
of the amount of talk devoted to the sub- © 
ject. When the suggestion was added t 
the Commission should consider and 
quire into some methods by which w. 
may be identified with the rise and 
of the value of the sovereign, I say wi 
out hesitation that it was given an 
lutely impossible task. I am surpi 


< 


rry taba ‘effect | the | ggestions em- 
d in the instructions by the Prime 
ister. The Commission deals .very 
edly, to all appearances, in scientific 
ns of quite formidable character. It 
: ks of ‘‘ tentative regimen,’’ ‘‘ calo- 
Bond a pagans nish until one would 


in these matters. That, in my 
nion, to a large extent is misleading 
; country. I do not think that any of 


ateurs in regard to iniyestivabions. along 

ese lines, and I feel sure that in some 
egards they are fundamentally at fault. 
It is suggested that a basis can be found 
for the cost of living in the, amount. of 
- calories—to use the so-called scientific 
term—required to enable a man to carry 
on an average day’s work. Here is where 
the mistake is made by the Commission, 

_ and it is a mistake habitually made by all 
eorists in dealing with matters that refer 

to human beings. The elusive human ele- 
ment is left out of sight or forgotten alto- 
gether. When any one talks to me about 

* calories 4 bate Opies 4 


. Hhoslthy Food for a Te tae for a 
whole week, while the same materials, 
: nded to Another woman, will starve a 


y in a couple of days. These are 
which have to be taken into con- 
When I am told that it re- 

BG5 | 16s.\\bo:! keep a family of 
two adults and three children. I 
at, while a man is entitled to that 
if he earns it, there are 


| aariaut families ee hiined: and 
in Australia| to- o-day On, 


considerably less. ef do not for a: 

say that there should be anything less 
than a living wage for everybody Do 
this country; I am merely indicatir 
one of the reasons for discounting, to a 
large extent, the findings of the gen le 
men who constituted this Commissi 
Then, again, if they had taken into 
sideration the simplest facts of pol 


economy, they must have realized that 


in establishing this basic one to-day, they 
were creating conditions that woulc 
require a recasting of the wage a few da 

later; in other words, the addition to he 


extent su ggested to the cost of product 
would undoubtedly increase the prices of 


production, so that the communiy would. 
to use a homely lceor 5 be eae it 


money and time doven to is eee 
are very imuch misapplied, and I cannot 
acquit the Prime Minister himself ‘of. 
a considerable proportion of the respon- | 
sibility. The suggestion he made was one _ 
which is somewhat characteristic of him 
as a way of getting out of a difficulty, 3 
but it was an ill-judged suggestion. He — 
had sufficient. evidence before him, if he - 
wished to treat the public servants fairly, He 
to have taken action without waiting for 
twelve months for this ponderous 


_ and unpractical report. 


The Opposition have made conidon a 
play on this issue. I suppose it is one of 
the misfortunes in regard to politics: and 
parhamentary action, that when a su 
ject. does offer an opportunity — for an 
party to make good upon, the oppor- 
tunity will be seized. TI ce 
tain that if members of. the Oppos: 
tion had been sitting on the Government 
benches. when this report was presented 
they would have had to take up exactl. 


the position that has been taken up b 


the present Government. It would have 
been forced upon them by circumstance: 
There is indeed no alternative offering t 


any Government in regard to the» pro 


positions included in the report, 
T admit that the time is more than rip 


for some attention to be given to a 


conditions . affecting particularly _ 
lower classes of the Public Service. These. 
men and women have been grossly’ unde 
paid for many years past, and the maz 

in which the vast majority of them 


conned o nan out t their work, under 


Pee AN 


etait , ey: 
2 t & beta J) Syma 1 
% x : i 
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the unsatisfactory and discouraging cir- 


cumstances concerning the payment they 


- xeceive for their duties is highly credit- 


able to them. When one remembers that 


~ in the last Estimates large sums were pro- 


vided for additional payments to already 


oS well-paid public servants, one undoubt- 


edly wants to know why the Government 
did not at the same time take an oppor- 


i. tunity to redress the grievances of the 


lower-paid officers. : 
Mr. Ryan.—They said they were wait- 
ing for the report of the Basie Wage 


Commission. | 
oy Ee: FOWLER.—They may have been 


waiting for the report. 


‘That may be a 


fairly good excuse; but, in view of the 


fact that we all recognise that public ser- 


-vants have been underpaid for many 


years past, if the Basic Wage Commis- 


gion could not send in its report in. less 


prospects of promotion. 


time than twelve months from the date of 


the opening of the inquiry, then the Go- 
-vernment should have taken action and 
let the Commission proceed as it liked. 


The reform of the Public Service as a 
whole is urgent. There is very much 
dissatisfaction in the lower ranks on 
account of the low pay and _ poor 
What do we 


find in the higher ranks? It is no 


secret that, there, are men. in Trespon- 


sible positions in the Service draw- 


ing very substantial salaries who, if they 
“were in private employment, would be re- 


ceiving only £3 or £4 a week, and, per- 


haps, addressing envelopes. I know also 
that men have been introduced into the 


Public Service of the Commonwealth— 


this. was some time ag, and I do not 
think many “of them are in it at the 


present moment—who bought ‘and paid 


for their jobs. In view of these cir- 
cumstances, it 1s high time some action 
was taken to clear out the useless men, 


who will very often be found in the 


= 


_ getting. | 
services rendered to the Commonwealth 
by such men as the permanent head of 


higher positions. In that way a saving 


would be created which could be apphed. 


more usefully to the better payment of 
the men in the lower ranks. I do not 
say that all the men in the higher posi- 
tions are of that class. There are many 
able officers who should undoubtedly be 
paid much higher salaries than they are 
IT have only to refer to the 


the Attorney-General’s Department, and 
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_large numbers of men in _ responsi 


of employment similar to their own. 


‘tain the basic wage required to suppo 


-cency in a civilized country such as 


He 


the head of the architectural branch 
the Department of Works and Rail 

to prove that men*who are doing 
work they are doing ought to be r 
ing double the salaries that we have pai 
them up to the present time. But 

cannot conceal from himself, im goi 
round the Departments, that there — 


positions who ought not to be there 
all. It is high time the system of pz 
motion by seniority was put aside, a: 
some method under which the sme 
men in the Service would get prom 
substituted, thus doing them justice 
also getting the best results for 
money. - <i 

There is undoubtedly some difficulty 3 
assessing the wages of allie serva 
but. I do not think 1¢ exists to any exten 
in the ease of the lower ranks. If 1 
only took the trouble to inquire as 
the wages that are paid for sl 
classes of work outside the Serwe 
should have a fairly good guide, ~ 
the outside rates are compared with 
wages paid to the lower classes of 
Public Service of the Commonwealth ft 
day, we find at once that there iS con 
siderable leeway to make up. TI 
therefore, that the Government will im 
mediately go into this matter and 
cide, by means of some such basis 
have indicated, what are fair wage 
the servants of. the Commonwealth. 
they have any doubt in that regard, 
hope they will err rather on the sid 
generosity than in meanness, just by 
of a change. The rank and file of the ¢ 
servanty have been very loyal and very 
liable in the work they have done, 
cught at least to receive a, remuner 
equivalent to the wages that are be 
paid outside the Service under condit 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) [6 
—The vote recorded this afternooz 
fairly indicated the attitude of the 
bers of this House towards the findin 
of the Basic. Wage Commission, w. 
was appointed by the Governm 
The Commission was appointed to 
quire into the cost of living, and to a 


man, his wife, and three children 1 
reasonable amount of comfort and 


tralia, which is acknowledged to 


L a pp 
ust assume - i the Prime plea 


Mr. Hughes) and the members of 
‘abinet gave due consideration to its 
nnel before appointing it; and one 
Id imagine that, having done so, they 
up the. probable consequences of ap- 
inting a Commission of that charac- 
| and the possible results. of its 
s. Condemnation of the Go- 
ae is, I suppose, looked for 
Ministers. from members on this 
of the House. They are not 
to tell us ‘that we. eternally 
emn them, and, we think, rightly - 

, while ‘those who place us here 
not slow to show us that they ap- 
ate what we do in that regard, and 
We voice their opinions. When, 


"i vever; we find the — spies sae the 


ae eae “newspaper, in 
POL Wednesday, 24th No- 
discussing the report of the 
Somnonwa ‘Baste hae . ssi 


That” Wane. atest: lhe ‘purpose 
which the Commission was app 
apart altogether from the vote-ca 
aspect of the matter. 


It was 1 
that the Commission should lay. down a 
decent i Ransinstibis of comfort For Mee 


work for kanye 
Mr. Ryan.—All that the Prime 
ister was thinking about was votes. — 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—Yes; 
the chickens come home to roost n t 
shape of the report delivered by the Co 
missioners, he raises the cry | al it ‘ig 
pose. to give effect to it. 


Aeabkoatte to pay os Sens wage as 
al by the ales eae 


cause the ile Blau: and ‘aig! pat ty 
sold the primary products of this co 
during the war at far less than they w 
worth, causing the loss of hundred 
millions of ih ba to Meike: 


in our homes Upeday: but we hss eee 


eeived for our products the war pric 


ruling on the other side of the world, 
which we were entitled, and which 
should have received but for the wav in 
which the Prime Minister bungled thing 

Mr, Prowst.—We are not atin those 
prices now. 


“Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—The Nati 
party, which the honorable member s 
ports, or, at any rate, which he votes 
keep in power, is responsible for that. 
is the honorable member’s own fault. 
any rate, the fault does not lie at 
door of honorable members on this si 


We are not keeping the Governmen , it 
power. We have it on the word of Ge e- 
ral Lassetter, of Sydney, a man of high 


at The question naturally is ied TR?) the 
ot ie mmenwwealth authorities have no power to 
: basic wage applicable to the Common- 
, why was this Royal Commission 

(2? What was to be gained by this 

thy and expensive inquiry if its findings 

Sigs made applicable only to the Federal 

e Service, and perhaps a ek industries ? 


sales alone. 

have not the money » in pee aia 
which to pay a reasonable wage to 
eople. Now that the Governmen 
repudiated the report of the Basic W. ge 
Commission, the workers will begin 4« 
sae how _ much they have! suffered 


It represents a typical ‘it! of Hughes- 

m. ‘The first announcement about the Com- 
1 sion. was made by Mr. Hughes, wen prior 
the last election, he delivered | policy 

sch at Bendigo, on 30th October, 1919. On 
ecasion he said :—-Means must be found 

will insure that the minimum wage shall 

sted automatically, or wr almost automati- 

iq the cost of diving, 0 that, within 


say ie 
the Cobereuicee did not sieniene 


sales ‘The. SP ee ubKaeni ane | 


~ shall always ‘purchase the ‘same 
t the. necessaries Macs Pe Ra cle 


rik 1 140° aor Wage — 
ee a inquired into these matters, was not 
_ slow to say that some of the things done 
~ by the Prime Minister were like the peace 
cor God, which ‘‘ passeth all understand- 
ing.’’ Is it not true that the Prime Min- 
ister dominates his Cabinet and his party ? 
_ Of course, because he is the only one who 
~ can keep ‘his meek and humble followers 
together. But when rogues fall out, 
honest people come into their own. 
Through the row in the Cabinet between 
the honorable member for Balaclava and 
the Prime Minister, and when these two 
gentlemen were at one another’s throats, 
we got an inkling of what has been 


done during the last four years, Suen 


which period there has been so much 
smothering up, secrecy, and undue laxity 
in respect of those transactions which have 
been carried out by the Prime Minister. 
When the workers of this country and 
_ the men in the Public Service endeavour 
to secure redress, they are met with talk 


such as we have had from the Prime Min- 


ister when he declares that the spokes- 
men of the public servants are allied to a 
world-wide conspiracy to overthrow the 
Empire. No greater insult could be 
tendered to the Public Service than to 
. vefer to these gentlemen in this way, 
particularly as I understand that he is 

a prominent Nationalist. He went to 
no end of trouble to inform honorable 
- members when they were interviewed by 
representatives of the Public Service in 
Sydney a few days ago that it was the 
hardest job possible for him to prevent 
_ the Public Service getting into a state 
of chaos owing to the seething discontent 
which had manifested itself, He par- 
ticularly stressed the fact that the posi- 
tion was not being dominated by mem- 
bers of unions, but that it was an 


_ aggresation of the’ rank and file of 


the Service who were moving in the mat- 
ter, and had appointed him as their 
spokesman. The Prime Minister, in 
order to suit his dirty sectarian ends— 
I ean ascribe his words to nothing else 
says that this gentleman whose name 
is O’Connor is in a world-wide conspiracy 
to overthrow the British Empire. This 
vilification of the honest endeavours of 
men to right the wrongs which are exist- 
ing in this country only serves to bring 
about seething discontent.. Wie had an 
_ example of the discontent prevailing at 
_. the meeting held in the, Melbourne Ex- 
hibition Building last night, attended by 
ele Mr. aan 
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Public Service. 


‘party alee ce 


an agitation as has been carried o 


5,000 Cane Of the ‘Commonwea 
We have no desir 
see chaos in the Service. We wa 
things to move along harmoniously | 
smoothly. Therefore, we view with 
gret the fact that one who should 
an example to the people of the Com 
monwealth has seen fit to’ descend te 
such petty, childish tactics in order t 
serve his own political ends, and — 
eredit the great body of men and eo 


labouring under an danane ee 
a considerable time past. The mm 


employment under better 
There could be no. greater conleee 
tion of the Government’s administrat 
We cannot expect to attract to the P 
lic Service the best youths in the | 
munity when they learn that there is 
future ahead of them if they join it. 
friend of my own who occupied an 
portant position in the Postal Depart 
ment was, after ten years’ service, in Te- © 
ceipt of £4 2s, 4d. per week. He reached 
the breaking point, and, as he was 
able to support his family on the swea 
wage paid him by the Government He 
had to resign, and the Service is the 
poorer for his loss, His case is only 
typical of hundreds of others that might 
be. and have been, referred to. 

When it is suggested that hono 
members or this side have taken 
Mite attitude with respect to he 


we might very welll 
tort that the Commission was appointe 
for party purposes. If, when I voi 
the protests and opinions of the electo 
who sent me here, I am to be ac 
of, doing so merely for party purp 
all T can say is that honorable mem 
opposite must have a strange idea of the 
functions of Parliament. While the Gc 

vernment could find money to ine 
by 60 or 70 per cent. the. wages of th 
nore highly-paid officers of the Service 
they cannot find sufficient funds to ¢ 

the lower grades of the Service propel 
until they are forced to do so by 


ing the past month. 


Tt Wee yk si state / 
wes, we are only going in a vicious 
, Since every rise in wages is fol- 
owed by an increase in the cost of liv- 


hi is no solution of the Penland to increase 
. The honorable member for Yarra 


if ee idlue “profits re nae big. businesses were 
made from prices that were proportion- 
ately greater in excess of the increase in 
wages. No effective machinery has been 
_ provided during the last four years by 

_ this Government to prevent  profit- 

_ eering, and the legislation passed by the 
present Government has been intended 

_ rather to protect the interests of the pro- 
 fiteer than those of the worker. Some 
members of this House carry on private 
businesses from which they derive con- 
siderable incomes apart from their par- 


liamentary salary, and the struggle for 


existence does not greatly concern them. 
Some of them are so patriotic as to say 

_ that if the Federal Capital is transferred 
to Canberra they will resign from the Na- 
tional Parliament. We cannot expect 
such men to have much sympathy with 
the hardships of the under-dog, and the 
sweated worker. Many of the men to 
whom I refer belong to the class, of pro- 

_ fiteers who made huge profits’ out of the 

participation of Australia in the war. 

_ It would be well if the. scales were 
drawn from: the eyes of the people in 
order that they might understand what 

Nationalism or ‘‘ Hughesism’’ has done 
for the workers of this country. It has 

been responsible for increasing enor- 
-mously the cost of living, and as I have 
already said, the bungling of the Prime 

- Minister has been responsible for the fact 
that men who are not wage-earners, but 

producers of primary products, have not 

-—s received a fair return for their labour 
because of the low prices obtained for 

_ their products overseas. We have been 

robbed, and the workers have been 

? ‘robbed, whilst the profiteers are the only 

persons who have gained any advantage 

_ through the present Government being in 

power. They have looked after the in- 

 terests of the profiteers, and, either wil- 

_ fully, or because they lacked ability, have 

failed to prevent the plundering of the 

‘wage-earners of the community. 

__ As one who has worked in Queensland, 

_ I am in a position to say that wages 

have been eres and Sas cost of ne 


“that, og raising 3 


is left to the report of the Basie Wage 


ee ee in thet cee ha in any other 
State of the Commonwealth, We know 
that there has been the grossest misrepre- 


sentation of the conditions in Queens- 
land under a Labour Government. It 


Commission to vindicate all that we have 
said about the better economic conditions 
in Queensland under Labour administr 
tion. During the war the worker. 11 
Queensland was 10s. a week better off 
than the worker in any other part ol ; 
‘Australia so far as the purchasing power 
of the sovereign was concerned, and at 
the same time the wages he received were 
higher than those paid to workers in the 
other States. This proves that Labour 
administration in Queensland was better 
for the worker than the administration 
ee the Commonwealth aire oe Tag 
een. ee 


Mr. Ryan.—That is why the pro 
fiteers hated me so much. 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—That is ae 
they vilified the honorable gentleman at 
every turn, and endeavoured to misrepre- 
sent the true position of Queensland 
under ‘his rule. The report of the Com- 
mission will do more than anything else 
to lift the scales from the eyes of the 
workers of Australia and show them that. 
Ryan does not mean ruin, as was repre- 
sented by honorable members opposite 
during the last election. The report of 
their own Commission has been repudi- 
ated by the Government and their fo 
lowers, but it justifies the Queensland 
Labour party and the honorable member 
for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), ig led 
that party during the war. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m, 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I desire 


point out how the campaign of mis 
presentation of Queensland was ¢ar 
on throughout Australia to the disa 
vantage of the workers, as proved by 
report of the Commission which the 
vernment have now refused to accept and 
adopt. I desire only to warn he i 


dled in “pubitearas just as vile as, ar 
not viler than, any other branch o the 
vile business. The daily press o the 
cities Bas even gone so far ag vf 
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Gents increase the price of war loan 
advertisements, as well as to exploit the 
‘relatives of deceased soldiers by doub- 
ling the cost of death notices and the 
like. The party to which I belong does 
not rely upon the support of corporations 
which adopt such profiteering tactics as 
these. The Labour party has no need to 
state its case through such sources. From 
the utterances and indications given by 
the Prime Minister to-day, there can be 
no doubt that he is about to launch a 
new campaign of misrepresentation to 
serve, apparently, for some future con- 
tingency. - I warn the people against ac- 
eepting any so-called political news that 
appears in the daily press. Let them 
look for misrepresentations rather than 
the truth, and they will, not ‘be disap- 
pointed. There is only one journal in 
the land from which accurate records of 
the proceedings of Parliament can be ob- 
tained. I refer to the official publica- 
tion of Hansard, which may be obtained 
from the Government Printer for 2s. 6d. 
per session. All Labour supporters in the 
¢ommunity should arm themselves by 
means of Hansard with the. facts con- 
oerning what goes on in the Australian 
Parliament, in order to be ablé to dis- 
seminate the real truth among the 
workers of Australia. One can hardly 
wonder that some of the latter are apt 
to be carried away by the persistent un- 
truths published in the organs of our 
political opponents. I have no doubt 
that some new lie will be sprung upon 
the people for the next Federal elections 
—something fresh, but after the manner 
of such lies as “ Ryan means ruin,” and 

those other canards concerning Queens- 
land. From the exhibition of. tactics 
afforded by the Prime Minister to-day it 
would appear that the new lie will have 
something to do with an alleged world- 
wide conspiracy for the defeat and over- 

‘throw of the Empire. I am reminded 
“by the Prime Minister’s methods of the 
‘trick sometimes played by little boys. A 
young mischief-maker turns on a_ tap, 
and, after a good deal of water has run 
_to waste, he turns it off again. Then 
he runs inside to his mother and tells her 
he has saved water by turning off the 
tap. The idea of the Prime Minister 
Is to manufacture a scare — to stage- 


manager some bogy, just as we have been 


ue Hainer, | 
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‘amount of spoken truth will have ° 


informed by “the Pceeants moieer for 
Balaclava (Mr. Watt) that the Pri 
Minister stagemanaged his  -weleo 

home. by returned soldiers. Then, | 
ing launched his scare, and played on. eee 
feelings of the people, he steps forth 3 

as the hero who has arisen to protect and 
save the community from the dire disas- 
ter which he himself had manutfa 
tured. I have no doubt that tactics such 
as these will again be resorted to. — 
Prime Minister is endeavouring to Mis- 
lead the people now regarding the mil 
lions of money lost to the community | 
his bungling. I do not believe that an 


slightest effect upon the supporters of ° 
Prime Minister in influencing their © 
titude towards the amendment. J 

secret junta has met in its party room. 
upstairs. The whole matter of © 
basic wage has been discussed and « 
cided upon, and the most cogent ar. 
ments which honorable members on th 
side could advance * would DOW be un: 
availing. The Prime’ Ministerand his 
supporters appointed the Commission to 
catch votes. Now they have repudiated. 
its report; and they give, as a reason fo 
so doing, the excuse that the Common 
wealth cannot pay its servants a decen 
living wage. However, the people y 
be the judges of that. If the Comm« 
wealth cannot pay a fair thing it will b 
because the primary products of Au 
tralia, during the past four years, h: 
been practically given away to people a. 
the other side of the world, with the re- 
sult that the workers of this country ha 
to sweat and pay more than ever * 
domestic necessities. All this is beca 
of the bungling and mismanagement 
the Government, ruinously led, as it De 
by the Prime Minister. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) rs. 8] 
Many members of the Public Service are 
not getting anything like the remunera~ 
tion which they should receive; but w 
the Government are asked to pay a ba 
wage of £5 16s. 6d. the question imevit 
ably arises whether the resources of the 
country can stand the strain. TI hav 
been. engaged upon ye tee vee 


tunately, I -have not vat had time 
peruse the report of the Commission : 
carefully as I intend. ie pe 


Pace A, Spe yl We : Na? Le 
p> Aly) ah Raid Sie? * t ‘ 7 Sori 
Oa GARE nek y Mba. ‘iy t ae : we 

TT oe Ts ed Soe a ae ‘ 

vy : : 
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a basic wage is so huge in its importance 


and effect that the Government cannot 
be expected to deal with it offhand. Il 
believe that our public servants should 
be paid more than they are getting, i 
the main. They should receive the best 
wage we can give them, commensurate 
With reason. But if we pay them more 
than the country can afford our action 
will be, not only unreasonable, but 


“ruinous. It would not be fair to the Ser- 


vice. I believe that when a majority of 
its members know that an honest attempt 
is heing made to mete out justice to them, 
and after they have had an opportunity 
of carefully considering the report and 
realizing what is involved, they will be 
quite prepared to abide by the decision 
of the Government. I &m anxious. to see 
the public servants adequately paid; but 
I do not wish to express a definite opinion 
at this juncture, particularly when we do 
not know exactly what additional ex- 
yenditure the country can carry. There 
is reason in all things, and I know the 
members of the Public Service will be 
among the first to admit that there must 
be some limitation on our capacity. The 
Commonwealth public servants, in com- 
mon with other public servants, are in a 


very strong position in one sense, because 


when they are permanently appointed on 
the staff of any ‘particular Department 
they are there until they reach the re- 
tiring age—that is, of course, if their be- 
haviour has been satisfactory. The same 
eannot be said of men who are in private 
employment, because if their services are 


“not needed they can be dispensed with. 


For that reason, if for no other, Com- 
monwealth public servants are in a com- 
paratively safe position, and if work can- 


‘not be found for them in one Department 


there is no difficulty in transferring them 
to another. The public servants, of 
course, feel keenly, as do other members 


_ of the community, the appalling increase . 


in the cost of living, and if we are going 
to pay £5 16s. a week, it will naturally 
mean that employers outside will be forced 


to follow, with the result that prices will 


be increased to such an extent that their 
position will not be improved in the 
slightest degree. It will simply be pur- 
suing a vicious circle. If the basic rates 
mentioned in the report were to be 
adopted, the primary producers would, of 
course, be pena'ized, and the cost of every- 
day commodities would rise to an alarm- 
ing extent. Do honorable members oppo- 


site think that if these rates were en- 


forced that our primary and secondary 
products would remain at present prices? 
in such circumstances increased wages 
would be of little value, and the Govern- 
ment are taking a very wise step im 
adopting the course suggested. The Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) has made a fair 
offer in saying that the Governnient 
will go into the matter, and within a 
fortnight will announce what they con- 
sider a fair wage, which will operate 
from the ist November. That is 4 
reasonable proposal, and if we debated the 
matter for days I do not think a more 
satisfactory one could be suggested. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [8.14|.—I 
do not wish to give a silent vote on this 
question, more particularly as I am im 
somewhat of a quandary. I certainly 
would not have voted for the amendment. 
submitted by the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor), and, I find myself con- 
fronted with a considerable difficulty in 
voting for the amendment moved by the 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook). I do not 
suppose any report has come before this 
Parliament that is of greater importance 
than that which has been submitted by 
the Basic Wage Commission. It has far- 
reaching tendencies, and I question whe- 
ther there is one member in this Chamber 
who has had an opportunity of thoroughly 
grasping its import. Although “I have 
perused extracts from the document in 
the newspapers, it was not until this 
afternoon that I received a copy of 
the report. I doubt very much whether 
any honorable member has read the 
whole of it, and [ do not think 
any member would give a vote which 
may be the means of doing serious 
injury to the future prosperity of the. 
Commonwealth. If the Government agree 
to pay a, basic wage of £5 16s. per week, 
it would not rest with the Public Service 
alone, but it would have. to become the 
basi® wage for the whole Commonwealth. 
It would be absurd. I always consider 
that the members of the Public Service 
are holding permanent positions, and ob- 
tain benefits that are not enjoyed by those 
in private employment. I am not attack-— 
ing members of the Opposition, but they 
are demanding that the rates mentioned 
in the report shovld be adgpted. 


Mr. Tupor.—We ares asking the “Go- 
vernment to keep their pledge. 


; ae : a | Baste Wage 


Mr. GREGORY.—That may be a ‘good 
any? ‘weapon, and I would use it if I 
were in Opposition. I would not have 
the slightest compunction, because I think 
it is only fair to draw attention to the 
Prime Minister’s policy speech. If I 
were, on the other side of the chamber, 
I would make it my pivot of attack. 
Mr. Ryan.—The. Prime Minister has 
broken his pledge. 

Mr. GREGORY.—But he has a duty 
to the community. 

Mr. Ryawn.—lI realize that. 

Mr. GREGORY.—<And the honorable 
member voted for the amendment moved 
by the Leader of the Opposition, in which 
he asked that the rates mentioned by the 
Commission should be adopted forthwith. 
IT ask the honorable member’ for West 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan), in all earnestness, 
if the payment of such a basic wage 
throughout the Commonwealth would not 
result in disaster and ruin to Australia? 

Mr. Marunws.—No. 

Mr. GREGORY. — The honorable 
member for Gwydir (Mr. Cunningham) 
admitted that it is useless to increase 
wages unless the cost of living could be 
eontrolled. 

Mr. Cunnincoam.—I suggested that 
the Government should control profiteer- 
ing. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Does it not follow? 

“Mr. Marnews.—If you want to control 
the cost of living, you must pay good 


“wages. 
Mr. GREGORY. — The honorable 
member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 


Mathews) has, I know, been busy during 
the week, and has had very little time to 
peruse the report. He may have read it, 
and, if he has, I ask him what the result 
would be if a basic wage of £5 16s. a 
week were paid throughout the Common- 
wealth ? 

Mr. Marnews.—It would be beneficial 
to the workers. ~ 

Mr. GREGORY.—Would it? Does 
the honorable member think for a moment 
that many of our important industries 
would be carried on for a day if that was 
the ruling rate throughout Australia? 


Take the Kalgoorlie mines, where there: 


are 6,000 or 7,000 men employed; I do 
not believe that two mines in the whole 
of the western State—I will go that far— 
would be kept. in pero om, for a day in 
ag circumstances, | 


(REPRESENTATIVES, a _Commissio ) 


who works twenty-four hours a day: 


of the Prime Minister, because I belie e 


Considine). 


at the honorable member’s open econ 


ae to the Prime Minister? 


Mr. Pee “What Or} ha te) 

Mr. GREGORY.—Yes; what of 
wheat-grower? ‘In considering the 
quirements of the man who works 
wages, we must not forget the farmer 
who is always on duty, and care enor- 
mous responsibilities. 

Mr. Ryan.—I suppose the hore 
member admits that the Prime Mini 
has broken his pledge? , 

Mr. GREGORY.—I will not admi 
that yet. 

Mr. Brennan.—That will come lat 

Mr. GREGORY.—Oh, no! Honor: 
members opposite who believe that he 
must remember that due regard must b 
paid to the future welfare of the coun 
try. Such an important document as f. 
Commission’s report should be most ‘care 
fully considered before a decision-is ar 
rived at, and should not be accepted 
this Parliament without question. 

Mr. Parxer Motonry.—Has the hon 
orable member read the Prime Minister’ 
speech ? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am not going i 
be guided, or allow my vote to be inflr 
enced in the slightest by any stateme 


he has blundered by interfering with hu 
concerns over which he should not ha 
attempted to exercise control. We hav 
not the experience necesary to enable uw 
properly to deal with these matters. I 
not include in that statement thes hon. 
orable member for Barrier ( 


Mr. Consrprne.—I am rather surpri 


sion that we are not competent to dea 
with the things with which we Prous 
be able to deal. 

Mr. GREGORY .—I am coniiiaes 
our present wretched. industrial co 
tions are due largely to the interference 
c® men like the honorable member in f 
industrial affairs of Australia. A 
tralia should be, and probably would 
one of the most prosperous parts of the 
Empire but for the influence of sue 
men. : 

Mr. Ryan.—iWhat does the ennial 
member think of the Chairman’s memo 


GREGORY.—I have - not 
Ves to carefully consider it, but aft 


Peimately £5 16s. pe , 
, Mr. Piddington, in a memorandum 
Prime Minister, states that— i 


At present the atmentce ‘of Ee 
wealth pay as if the children in the Common- 
: were 3,000,000 (i.e., three children for 
1,000, 000 employees) . In point of fact, 
pices of sip atti in ‘the Common- 


if > on the eae that Diets are 
"000, 000 children of employees in the 
x aigng when, as a matter’ of 


a is “Tittle doubt that the bikait quasi- 
ergence of employees with families is due 
i ignoring the true incidence of the actual 
fest, of living. From the produced wealth of 
country, its children have less than enough 


eR 


more. than enough. 


or ee of the bine but it ead 
bsurd for the House to pass any re- 


ion which would force the hands of . 


Government until an opportunity 
_been afforded for the most ete 


oem the saboten of the findings of the 
4 Betsy would have on the Paks of 


T am sure 

Borate mane aes not 
hat sort of thing; that they are 
as anxious as we are to build up 


le responsibility in regard to this 


They appointed this Commis- 
they believe in commissions of in- 
o investigate various subjects, and 


y approve of government Patietnes 
oe on the lea 


industries. 


si ve Be ; ; 
Dake Shoal bs | 


‘Common- | 


Move any amendment. 


-of the profits it produces. 


Zo 


7 Oe amendment daa ‘Shieh we are 


vited to approve of the Prime Min i 
past promises. I do not approve of them. 


‘I agree with him, however, that 


is entitled to a fair. share of fhe 
it produces. - LE as 
Mr. Marurws.—I do not. I hold ae ie 
labour should get all that it produces. u 
Mr. GREGORY.—Then my honorab 
friend should have been a member of t 
party headed by Mr. Lane, which sought, 
a good many years ago, to establish ‘ae 
Utopia in Paraguay. i ee 
Mr. MaTHEWs. —But what I say is ie 
economics. e 


Mr... GRE GORY. ht is not. 


control, and we should pay well. for 4] 
brains. yi 

Mr. Ciaese —I do not quarrel 
that. a 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am ‘satisfied thasis, 
the drift which has set in in this coun- _ 
try is owing to interference by the hon 
orable member and his party, as well a: 
by the Government, in matters relating 
to capital and labour. 

Mr. Ryan.—Is the honorable menibe 
prepared to move to amend the further 
amendment submitted by the Govern 
ment by substituting the word ‘ disa 
proves ’’ for the word ‘‘ approves.” - 

Mr, GREGORY.—I am not going t 
The hour’ is to 
late. Another point is that I have not 
had an opportunity to peruse the report 


of the Commission, let alone digest, it. 


obtained a copy of it only this afternoo 

Mr. Coysipinr.—Why did not. th 
honorable member say as the outset 
his speech that he had not a a 
ae 


he would still be unable to take any bu 
biased view of it. The Prime Minis 
says that labour is entitled to a fair shat 
I agree y 
him, but the question is as to how we can 
help labour to obtain that fair be e. 


The adoption of the Commission's r 


mendations would not help, _ 

slightest degree, to that end. 

anything that leads to the dostiaction fe) 
industry we must have a ea 
reduction in employment, le. 
injury would be done to the country if 
we fixed upon a, basic. ee which m ah 


\ create unemployment. 
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_ Mr. Ryan.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber suggest that a man who has a wile 
and three children should not receive, in 
this State, a wage of £5 16s. per week ? 

Mr. GREGORY. —I'am not suggest- 
‘ing anything of the sort. But what 
would the honorable member dg in re- 
gard to the wage of a man with a wife 
and three children, and that of a man 
who is childless ? 

Mr. Ryan.—Read my speech. It is in 
Hansard. 

Mr. GREGORY:—The honorable mem- 
ber thinks that the State should step in. 
We know that efforts were made in New 
South Wales by Mr. Holman to frame a 
scheme under which, as Mr. Piddington 
suggested in his memorandum, married 
men with children would receive special 
assistance and succour. But when you in- 
terfere in these matters you must 

inevitably create trouble for yourselves. 
Is not the common sense of this Par- 


jiament sufficient to enable us to origi- 


nate a system under which the worker 
would get a fair share of the profits from 
his labour? Whenever we talk about 
co-operation, we are met with opposition 
from the Labour party, but I believe 
1% is possible, under some such system, 
to insure for the ‘worker a fair 
share of the profits. There are diff- 
culties, [ know, in regard to many indus- 
tries; but we should try to evolve some 
scheme to increase production. ‘This 
adoption of the recommendation of the 
Basic Wage Commission will limit pro- 
duction. 

Mr. Brennan.—How? 

Mr, GREGORY.—Because so many of 
our industries cannot afford to carry such 
a burden. They will be forced to close 
down. In any case, under our present 
economic conditions, any increase in the 
cost of production will be passed on to 
the consumer. 

Dr. Earnie Pace.—And they say that 

if an industry cannot pay the basic wage 
it ought to close: down. 

Mr. GREGORY .—That is what is said 
about some of our industries. So far as 
I am concerned, I want to throw the 
whole, of the resnonsibility upon the 
shoulders of the Government. They have 

not yet had time to digest the findings of 
the Commission. This could not be done 
- in a week or a fortnight, and so they 
» should have time. They have made a 
promise which, I think, should satisfy 
he honorable members ‘opposite. They have 


¢ 
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Commission’ s ci ; 


said that they will pay ‘certain incre 
to. the public servants, pending a clo 
investigation of the problem, and . tk 
the whole matter will be dealt with wh 
Parliament re-assembles, 
Mr. Parker Motonty.—The trouble i 
the Government will promise to do any 
thing to-day, and will break their 
mise to-morrow. | 
Mr. GREGORY.—In any case, the 
sponsibility must rest entirely upon the 
Government. They appointed a Com 
mission, and we should now be prepare 
to give them time to mature their pl: 
in regard to the recommendations of th 
body. If the Government should pr 
pose to do something that would be 


it ale be the duty of “ae Paxlis 
to call them to account. 


Mr. Brennan.—That’s right. The 


dodging this issue. I feel very dub 
about the result of any action tha 
going to be taken by the Governme 
connexion with this matter. Time aft 
time I have said that I believed that if 
when the war started, we had been al 
to look ahead, we could have appoint 
some special Board to deal with the cc 
of hihi pe and, as snd 


ment haul. have brought in legislation 
to limit war nisin No big rea . 


to make’ one sixpence extra pragie 
they made prior to the war—l we 
have “had welinel Reishi | to, co 


the whole a the irae ores 
the Treasury, after allowing, of | cou 
a reasonable amount 


made enormous profits. 
advantage of any shortage in 
plies to force prices up. ean 
qyite understand the worker el ‘ 
restless about the increased cost of living. 


They ton, 


oF the Hoapenkibility upon Shenk 
them time to mature their plans, so 
they may come before Parliament ¥ 
next we meet, and tell honorable m 
bers what will be the effect of thi 

basic wage upon our industries. We have 
no right to force the Government to 
effect to this recommendation unti 


hed when Parliament. meets 
we will, have all the information 
he Government have been able to 
in the meantime, and be in a 
mn to indorse their proposals, or 
some others in power who will de- 
yme other means of giving fair play 
worker without ie a injury to the 


1 ni am a Sie Sue oppo- 
, as well as T do, I would preface my 
‘a - sympathizing\ with » ‘abot in 


if extend desir | ca 
carted contempt. 


mes does 
election 


oder breaks. 
t imate to him how mney 


; aid long as his uty can remain 
| the Treasury bench, it matters not 
im or any one else on the other 

eof the House, how they retain their 
me TE I did not know honorable 
bers opposite so well as I do, I would 
been surprised if I had been told 


& 


we oe have such a succession of 


<e one to the cern -growers ig 
alia, to whom he guaranteed the 
; of 5s. per bushel at railway 
That promise was interpreted 
armers as it was meant to be in- 

d. They thought that they were 

+ to receive 5s. cash on delivery. 
what do we find? Many months 
after Parliament re-assembled 


anything being done, so honor- 


mbers. on this side of the House 


Pat possible, in order to have the 
pig We know, of course, 
as been dishonoured, and that 


erring Meinl ae assist the 


ment in -dishonouring this promise. 
also know what has happened in c 
nexion with the war ne bonds. ae 


| an 
cial diffonietes owing tA the high cost, n 


living. Honorable members 

may laugh at the idea that 4! 
soldiers, the majority of whom belon; 
to the working classes, should — 
in financial difficulties, If they ‘ha 
their way, the working classes ay Id 
ae be in financial difficulties.. 


tinue be hes in eau oun Tee ap 
pears to be a matter of mirth with them 
that any honorable member on this side 
of the House should mention that re- 


turned soldiers, in spite of all they have 


done for this country, and in spite of the 
promises made by the Government, ar 
in financial difficulties to-day, and that 
they should have expected the Govern- 
ment’s pledge to be honoured by getting 
their gratuity in cash. : 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot Jonn- 
son).—Order! I must ask the honor- 


able member not to make a series of gross 


reflections upon honorable members. — 
has not touched the question before th 
Chair yet. : 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I am endeavouring, 
Mr. Speaker, to show a connexion 
tween broken promises given at the 1 st 
election, and the subject now ur der ‘dis- 
cussion. é 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The honesubls mer 
ber is doing something more than that. 
The effect of the honorable member’s re 
_ marks, although he may not realiz 
is to cast the . gravest reflections on 
other honorable members. ? 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I am sorry thee hon 
orable members opposite are respon: b 
for conduct the criticism of which ae 
flection upon them. 


Lenton to the Standing. Guess * 
that. 


me, sir, 3 deal with MEhe Fe reco 
promises of the Government, I shall 
with that now before the oriuel ue. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—1I think that the 
honorable member misunderstands. me. 
do mot rule that he may not refer 
broken promises if he thinks that D 


| _Mnises have: been ieisiaine out ie 
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him that it is a breach of the Standing 
Orders to impute to other honorable 
members unworthy motives. They may 
have been actuated by the best motives in 
taking what he may regard as a wrong 
course of action. He is quite within his 
rights in adversely criticising. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I can only express 
_ my regret that you were not in the chair 
this afternoon, or that, if you were 
here, you did not draw the attention of a 
previous speaker to the fact that he was 
imputing motives. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I would have done 

so had I noticed it. 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I unreservedly ac- 
cept your assurance, knowing how fair- 
minded you are, and how you always en- 
deavour to treat honorable members im- 
partially, no matter where they sit. I 
was referring to the honorable member 
for Parkes (Mr. Marr), He complained 
that last night at a public meeting J at- 
tacked him behind his back, and he asked 


_ me to repeat here or outside what I have. 


said at that meeting. I shall do so. I 
first read this telegram— 

The Prime Minister has definitely promised 
if twenty-four members agree Parliament will 
not adjourn before decision re basic wage for 
Federal employees. Major Marr will make 
one; will you make another? 


Mr. Marr.—You also said that I had 
not been in the House this week. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I went on to say that 
had the Government supporters had their 
way yesterday, the Standing Orders 
would have been suspended to enable the 
Government to keep the House sitting 
continuously until the business was dis- 
posed of, in which case this question 
would have been talked out, or would 
have been brought forward when hon- 
orable members were too weary, after an 
all-night sitting, to intelligently follow 
the debate. I complained that the hon- 
- orable member had said a couple of weeks 
ago that the Labour party was making a 
party question of this matter, and that 
he had said that he had spoken more than 
any other honorable member on behalf of 
the public servants. My comment was 
that he may have spoken on their behalf, 
but that he was one of the most servile 
supporters of the Government, a state- 
ment that was cheered to the echo. I 
added that in this House it was votes 
which counted; that what mattered was 
not how a man spoke, but how he voted. 
I was in error in stating that the honor- 


able member had not been in the House 
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this week. I have since ascertained 
cant part in the proceedings that 
not notice him. I went on to say tha 
party to which I belong is not seeku 
to make political capital out of this qu: 
tion. I do not think there are 200 iB blic 
servants in my electorate. : 
Mr. Marr.—Thank God for that! — 
Mr. LAVELLE.—If I did not 
them better than you treat those in your 
electorate there might be justification for 
that ejaculation. I said that the Labour 
party did not ask for the votes of the pu 
lic servants; that its end ea vai wa: 


porters or ay 

Mr. Maxwertui.—Loud applause! 

Mr. LAVELLE.—Yes, because 
8,000 men and women who were present 
knew that I was sincere, and was speal 
ing the truth. It is justice for which we 
are asking to-night, and for which ¥ 
asked when we moved the amendment, — 

Just before the last election the Pri 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), in his endeave 
to secure a further lease of office, mi 
certain promises to the electors. 
ing at Bendigo, he said— 

The Government is, therefore, appaiHoae 
Royal Commission to inquire into the cost of 
living in relation to the minimum or basic 
wage. The Commission will be fully clothed 
with power to ascertain what is a fair be Cae 
wage, and how much the purchasing power 
the sovereign has been depreciated during the 
war; also how the basic wage may be 
justed to the present purchasing power of th 
sovereign, and the best means, when on 
adjusted, of automatically adjusting itse 
the rise and fall of the sovereign. | . The 


create effective machinery to give olfect 
these principles. 
Commission was appointedé | 
clothed with the necessary powers. After 
a thorough investigation it was reported 
that it cost in Melbourne £5 16s. 6d 

Sydney £5 17s., in Brisbane £5 6s, 2d., ~ 
in Newcastle £5 18s. 6d., in Adelaide ~ 
£5 16s. 1d., in Perth £5 13s, 11d., and 
in Hobart £5 16s. 11d. for a man. to. 
himself, his wife, and three children, 
ing in that standard of comfort which 
human being in a civilized commu 
should enjoy. The Prime Minister ar 
his Cabinet were absolutely. staggere 

the findings of the Commission, which 
were unanimously arrived at by the me 
bers of that body. Therefore, the ri 
honorable gentleman asked the chairm D 
of the Commission alone to supply him 


geotuer report. As has been pointed 

t by every honorable member who 
3 spoken from this side of the Cham- 
er, it is a remarkable thing that the 
ime Minister did not ask any other 


. owever, the fact remains “that 
asked Mr. Piddington, and that, be- 
tween 5 o’clock one afternoon, when the 

re quest was made, and 9 o’clock the 
same evening, that gentleman presented 
2 supplementary report to the Prime 
Minister. The Prime Minister then came 
down here, laid the report of the .Com- 
mission upon the table of the House, 
and, following his customary tactics, 
quoted extensively from the supplemen- 
tary report which had been furnished 
him by Mr. Piddington. . Had not at- 
tention been called to this matter, the 
impression would have gone forth that 
pi the! right honorable gentleman was read- 
ing from the report of the Commission 
an He concluded his remarks by 
moving ‘‘ That the paper be printed.” 
Had that motion been carried, the papers 
would have been printed, and nothing 
- further would have been done. But, as 
e ~ honorable members upon this side of ‘the 
Chamber were anxious to insure justice 
* ae meted out to our Commonwealth 
_ public servants, the Leader of the Op- 
position (Mr. Tudor) submitted an 
amendment to add to the motion the fol- 
lowing words :— 


And, in accordance with the definite pledge 
given by the Prime Minister in his policy 
Te och at Bendigo on 30th October, 1919, the 
- Gevernment should give immediate effect to 
_ the findings of the Commission. 


One would have thought that that amend- 
_ ment would have been acceptable to hon- 
-orable members upon both sides of the 
Chamber, and particularly to Ministerial 
‘supporters. It simply asked for the 
honouring of a pledge. The Commission 
had reported upon the wage which it con- 
‘sidered necessary to enable a man to sup- 
‘port his wife and three children in a 
“reasonable degree of comfort. There is 
‘not an honorable member in this Cham- 
_ ber who dares to go before the electors 
eae say that a man ought not to receive 
a wage sufficient to enable him to main- 
tain his wife and family in comfort. 
Had honorable members opposite been 
sincere, they would -have voted for that 
‘ amendment, the adoption of which would 
~ have given effect to the padies of ay 
Commission. — 


the baci: wage oh the Comnniiengnt f 
commended could be paid or not. | 
Mr. LAVELLE.—It is a good job fo 
the honorable member for Wilmot (Mr 
Atkinson) that the Royal assent has not 
yet been given to the Bill which we passed 
through this Chamber a night or ty 
ago. 
in the footsteps ‘of the Prime Ministan 
when he says that the whole productive 
wealth of Australia is not sufficient to en- 
able our men and women to live up to: 
reasonable standard of comfort. What ; 
libel upon Australia fora member of t] 
Parliament to utter ! : 
Mr. Arxinson.—lI have never said any- 
thing of the kind. : 
Mr. Jowrrr.—Did he say that? ne: 
Mr: Arxinson.—Perhaps the honor- 
able member will show us how we can 
pay a basic wage of £5 16s. 6d. per week. 
Mr. LAVELLE.—If the honorable 
member and other honorable members op- 
posite wished to ascertain how it could — 
be paid, why did they not vote for the 
amendment submitted by the honorable - 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor)? Instead 
of doing that, the Government supporters 
—including the honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Marr), who was going to be. 
one of the gallant band which was deter-- 
mined that Parliament should not close 
until a decision upon this matter was 
arrived at—voted against it. i 
Mr. Brennan.—The honorable member 
must admit that they were in a Nery 
awkward position. 
Mr. LAVELLE.—I ne admit . i 
Everybody knows it. The Government 
then submitted a further amendment. to 
add to the motion the following words :— 
This House approves of the statement made 
by the Prime Minister on ‘Tuecsday, 28rd 
November, regarding the basic wage to 
paid to employees in the Public Service, and 
requests the Government forthwith to arrange 
for such amount to be paid as will be 
equitable and just alike tc employees and the 
general public and within the practicable 
capabilities of the Commonwealth to bear 
the payment of such basic wage to commence - 
as from the Ist November, 1920. 4, BS 
That is the proposal which the honor 
able member for Parkes rushed acro 
from Sydney to assist the Government to 
carry. If it is carried—as apparently, 
it will be—it will mean that this: questio | 
will be left in the hands of the Govern- _ 
ment, who will do nothing of any prac- 
tical benefit to our public servants. ae 
ny they will ee give roche a the 
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findings of the Commission. Only the other 
day, the Prime Minister definitely stated 
that. he would not agree to pay the basic 
wage recommended by the Commission. 
If the amendment which we are now con- 


sidering be adopted, the question will be. 


left entirely in the hands of the Govern- 
ment. Seeing the way in which they 
have failed to honour their promises in 
the past, we know how they will honour 
them in the future. A little while ago, 
when we were constantly pointing out to 
them that our public servants in New 
South Wales were being paid less than the 
basic wage of that State, they said that 
they would not recognise that basic wage. 
But now, because the New South Wales 
basic wage is less than the wage decided 
on by the Commonwealth Commission, 
the Prime Minister endeavours to convey 
the impression that the former is the 
amount which the Commonwealth will 
pay. If that was not recognised as a 
fair amount to pay two or three weeks 
ago, why does he now recognise it as a 
fair amount? He recognises it as a fair 
amount now, simply because it is less 
than the finding of his own Commission. 
What justification was there for appoint- 
ing a Commission? What justification 
was there for putting this country to such 
an expense, if, simply because its findings 
are not acceptable to the Government, 
they are to be contemptuously tossed 
aside, and the Government left to fix a 
wage on their own account? What good 
_ purpose has been served by the Commis- 
sion if its findings are not to be given 
effect to? If the Government and their 
supporters do not intend to give effect 
to the findings, it means that the expen- 
diture on the Commission has_ been 
wasted, so far as the basic wage is con- 
cerned. In my opinion, however, the 
Commission serves one useful purpose. It 
shows to the workers, ‘who to-day are not 
receiving the amount decided on by the 
Commission, that they are not paid 
sufficient to enable them to live at a 
reasonable standard of comfort. 


Mr. Consrtpine.—It did not need a 
Royal Commission to show them that! 


Mr. LAVELLE.—From my painful 
experience of those workers who remain 
outside the industrial organizations, they 
needed something like this report, and 
_ this discussion, to impress on them that 
they are not receiving a living wage. 


They had no real conception what living 


Means, in the true sense of the word. But 
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outside 


_grams—I have not the slightest doubt 
‘that the Government would have done 


‘those assembled in the body of the hal 


his cunning, audacity and unscrupul 


that he did not get them out of the diffi 
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now those who, so far, have remaine 
the organizations, may 
expected to join, and agitate for 
equivalent amount. If it were not for 
the agitation created by the public ser- 
vants of Australia—if they had not in 

dated members of this House with tel 


nothing at all in the matter. 
Mr. Constpine.—If the public ¢ 
vants have not the spirit to ask for whe 
they want, they do not deserve to 
i. Aner 
Mr. LAVELLE.—That is what I s 
To those honorable members who cha 
us, on this side, with making this a part 
question, I can~only say that the sam. 
invitation that was sent to. myself and 
the other members of the Labour 
party, was sent to every other 
member of the House, to attend the mee 
ing at the Exhibition Building last night 
At that meeting, I scanned the faces of 


and’those on the platform, but I failed to 
see a representative of any other party, 
except the Labour party. a 
Mr. Brtt.—Honorable members were 
in their places here. x 
Mr, LAVELLE.—Honorable memb@ts 
on that side, were in the Queen’s Hall 
at_ a picture show, deliberately keeping 
the House from meeting, in order to 
block discussion on this question, until 
the Prime Minister could come from, 
Sydney, and with his usual cunning get 
them out of the difficulty in which they 
found themselves. Honorable members 
opposite know that if it were not for the 
Prime Minister, they would always bi 
floundering as they were yesterday. é 
has cunning, and, with his power to 
appeal to sectarian feelings, and th 
basest instincts of mankind, he is able ~ 
to stir up class passions and hatreds, as 
he did to-day, when he seized upon th 
name of O’Connor in order to make ou 
that the agitation over the basic wage 
is fomented by those who are desirous 6f 
disrupting the Empire, ‘although 
O’Connor is a thick and thin supporter 
of the Nationalist party. His supporters, 
however, know that they can depend on 


ness to get them out of any awkward 
corner, me 
Mr. Parker Mouonzy.—The trouble is 


culty after all. 
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LAV ELLE.— Phat ‘is’ so; and, 
after all, he has only shown the workers 
the class of Government that Australia 
has to-day. I have said that I earnestly 
looked for some Nationalist supporter of 
“the Government, or for .some mem- 
ber of the Country party, at the meeting 
‘last night, thinking that, perhaps, as in 
Sodom and Gomorrah, there might be one 
- good man ready to assist. the public ser- 

* vants in their fight for justice. And I 
did see one, and only one, and »he was 
_ slinking away in the distance, on the edge 
ef the crowd, as if he were ashamed to 
be seen at such a gathering. The fact 
that not_a single member opposite except 
that one accepted the invitation proves 

Sa : conclusively that the Government sup- 
- porters, and they only, are making this 
a party question. 

- Mr. Jowrrr.—How many does the 

honorable member say were at the meet- 
ing? 
~ Mr. LAVELLE.—About 8,000. 


* dinner! , 

Mr. LAVELLE.—For -the er oHtae: 
ment of honorable members, I may say 
that there were 5,000 seated in the chairs, 
and at least from 3,000 to 5,000 standing 
up. 

Mr. JowztTt.—That is 10,000. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—Not desiring to ex- 
aggerate, I have placed the number at 
8,000 in order to be within the mark. 
Although this exhibition on the part of 
the Government and their svpporters 
would have been a surprise to me before 
iI knew them so well as I do now, it is 

no surprise to find them voting to as- 
_ sist the Prime Minister to-day, as in the 
past, to break another of his election pro- 
mises. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [9. 11].— 

Ido not care to give a silent vote on the 
amendment, the form of which I do not 
_ like. It expresses approval of the state- 

_ ment made by the Prime Minister in re- 

: | oe to the basic wage, and, personally, 

oe I do not at all approve of it. I regard 

* his statement only as second in importance 

' to the report of the Commission itself, 

/and with almost as muth consternation. 

~The whole history of this Basic Wage 

Be iieicsion proves it to have been a most 

» : mischievous idea. It started as an elec- 

“tion pledge, regardless of the fact that 

wile .it could not be carried out  with- 
out certain alterations in the Consti- 

_ tution. Now that the report has been 
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Dr. Earue Pace.—lIt was 5,000 or 


sate i 
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produced, it is being used entirely by the 
Opposition for purely party and _ political 
purposes. The Labour party desire to 
have this proposal carried ‘willy nilly,/ 
withgut regard to consequences, simply 
because an election pledge was given, | 
and despite the fact that the Chair- 


man of the Royal Commission him- 
self admits. that. to carry “t+ out mm) 
its entirety would absolutely dislocate 


and destroy Australian industries, The 
position that has arisen is most serious. 
"he question of providing a living wage 
for everybody in the community is one 
that should be absolutely beyond party, 
going down, as it does, to the very root 
of our national progress, and being one of 
the girders of the. fabric of Australian — 
society.. Is should be determined in 
a most imvartial and detached man- 
ner. I regret that, in an off-hand and 
haphazard fashion, the Prime Minister’ 
and the Government are going to dispose 
of the question of the application of the 
principle to the public servants, simply 
as the result ?of this report, which bears 
internal ev dence throughout of being 
ill-digested and out of harmony with the 
possibilities of Australian developments. 


I have no hesitation in speaking in this 
way because no one can deny that, on 
every occasion on which I have spoken in 
this Chamber on the question of the pay- 
ment of the public servants, | have m- 
sisted that they should be decently paid. 
In fact, I think I am one of the few 
mambers who have received a definite vote 
of thanks from Public Service organiza- . 
tions for the manner In which I have ad- 
vocated payment for the members of the 
Service in accordance with what other 
people in the community are receiving. 
Whether I were in Parliament or out of 
it, I should always insist, and have 
always insisted, as far as was in my 
power, that men and women receive a fair 
return for their labour. But I believe 
in a proper adjustment of the whole pro- 
blem. If the Government said, ‘* This’ 
is the basic wage, and we must carry ib 
out,’’ and if at the same time they sub- 
mitted a proposition whereby the Thane 
of the Public Service was to be properly 
overlooked and supervised, and the in-— 
competents, of whom there are many, 
weeded out, one could approve of their 
policy on this question. We must pay 
good wages to the Commonwealth Public 
Service, as is necessary in the case of 
every Public Service, or most sha the good 


\ 
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_ men will leave, beacuse thee can make — 
more money outside, The result of pay- 
ing low wages in any Service is that only 
the incompetent hands or those who are 
tied up bv. financial and domestic 
burdens remain. What we need to 
do in the Publis Serbice of the Com- 
monwealth is to weed out incompetents, 
and pay decent wages to the good men 
who are left, giving them a sense of re- 
sponsibility, and getting a proper idea of 
the true value of their work. I take it 
that the Government, in the business 
undertakings they are handling, are not 


to be regarded as a benevolent institu- . 


tion. They may pay old-age pensions 
and maternity bonuses, and in that re- 
‘gpect act in a benevolent capacity; but 
when it is a question of getting value in 
the shape of work for money paid out to 
/ public servants, they should be as strict 

as any other ‘business concern, Quite 
apart from this, I do not think a simple 
increase of wages to public servants, ac- 
cording to a report founded on evidence, 
such as we have had submitted to us and 
which inevitably raises all other wages, is 

a proper way to improve the general con- 
dition of the public servants, or, indeed, 

of the public at large. It is admitted 
in the report that it must make the condi- 
tion of salaried men worse. I object to the 
whole process by which the various basic 
wages have been built up during the last 
twelve or fifteen years. It is said that 

Mr. Justice Powers in 1917 laid it down 
that these awards should be built upon 
scientific and humane principles, and ar- 
rived at only after securing all the 
authentic materials available. The con- 
struction of the report before us is not 
scientific, nor has it been built up on all 
the authentic materials which could have 
been, and ought to have been, obtained 
in the proper consideration of a "sub ject of 
this kind, which reaches right down to the 
basis of Australian society. 

Mr. Gass.—It is humane. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—It is no more 
humane than it is humane to give a 
youngster lollies indiscriminately to suck. 
He is pleased for the time being, but the’ 
next day he has to see the doctor because 
something has gone wrong with the inside 
works, ° 

Mr. Gass.——A very bad, simile. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—If the honorable 

‘member saw as many ‘‘kiddies’’ as I 
_do after they have partaken of lollies ad 
Mb. he would understand the truth of 
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are not the only means by which 


the simile. Mr. Piddington himself 
mits that to bring this wage into op 
tion would inevitably increase the 
of living to everybody, and that in t 
months’ time it would have to be 
creased by a , and in six months’ 


ntleraeoy, 


“Tt would be like . dc o 
chasing its own tail.’’ 


‘Increases in w: 


general well-being of the community i5 toe 
be built up. All that increases of w 
are doing 1 In Australia at the present tit 
is to increase the prices of certain | 


Pbeiodi vies The figures in “regard - ; 


raw materials are instructive, as | the 
lowing table will show: — 


1914 Values 


Description. nee yee Per Ib, 

Skins. 

F.X. sheep-skins 9d. to 10d. 

Medium crossbred... | 6d. to 7d. 

Coarse crossbred .. | 3d. to 33d. 

Pelts, crossbred, best | 3d. to 4d. 

Pelts, merino .+ | 1d. to 24d. 

Lam bac): .. | 4d. to 6d. 
Hides. 

Light calf 9d. to 10d. 

Heavy calf 6d. to 7d. 

Heavy hides 6d. upwards 

Medium hides 53d to 83d. 

Light hides 5d. to Tha, 

Kip hides 54d. to 7 4d. 
Wool. 

Fine crossbred 16d. athatiy 

Medium crossbred.. | 12d. 

Rough crossbred .. 5d. 


Rael 


Light calf hides are lower than 10d. 
lb. I know men who have been tryi 
during the last few days, to sell hides 
that description down to 2d. a lb. F: 
crossbred wool is quoted at 16d. per I 
now, but it is practically unsaleable a a 
present. The same state of affairs is true ™ 
of many of the products of Australi : 
which our wealth consists. While these 
products have been lessening in value as 
compared with pre-war times, the wa 
that are being paid in the citi | 
which must ultimately be paid in th 
country, if any workers are to be kept 
there at all, have advanced by leaps am 
bounds. They have gone up. practica | 
by 100 per cent. during the last six years. 
I am confident that at least 50 Ay 1 


18, a vicious circle is sate eceabliahed. 
yes are increased, the price of the 
nt of comm article is penerenned and. the ° ber mock. Iriver eetotad | to ie a. re 


wage on a more democratic, | 
basis than apparently has been. ea d 


hich, no matter how ach money we th the Basic Wag ge Commission. 
mt 


, we shall be getting a much lower 
rn in actual goods and comforts than 


che old days when wages more amount, which as soon as 


makes it sphepceaib 


) rt, because of an veal promise 
y the Prime Minister, to go into the 


and the bhtie eb ane hae Pee - 


ridiculously sh a The essential Foe 


is to . ascertain br wage is neces 
to keep the person who works and 


“8 this odes ets his definition Sai ete ie in aby health, 


of a basic wage. He said— 
_ The basic wage is not a wage paid for work 


one in the sense that it is regarded as an 7 
<i equivalent for the work done. The £10 per Ae, should not is tte Al 


I say is that the inquiry tetrad b 
the Commission was not on a scientifi 
es basis, and did not go to the root of thing: 
n established— We mnanthe lod: inquiry the Commis 
_very properly so, in this Commonwealth, ,igners have fixed upon what they regar 
a wage “okay be paid which would enable as a fair basic wage, and their reco 
mendation is brought before this Parl 
“ment where we are informed that if th 
wage is paid to all employees wit. 
or’ without children, the increased bur 
den on the community will be, accordin 
to Mr. Piddington, £93,000, 000 per an 
num, and according ito. Mee ‘Knibbs,. 
£101,000,000. The Prime Minister, it 


os -: scattered throughout the whole dealing with this aspect of Gp hes ion, 
Bink: said—* | 


e report of the Commission refer- 
<4 the fact that ee ba was {198 he The increased burden 
eae 1t was not whether a Certain industries would amount to 31 per cent. 
wag could be paid, but what amount Piddington assumes that the labour cost 
juld at the present time be Acineialy as expressed in the terms of the iain of t 
ae i Mac Th ll th Thus the increased burden invelean in 
apt akc eilloenenan tii at 1s iilag were payment of this wage to all males oot 
62 per cent. 


It has been suggested that Mr. me 
ton wrote his memorandum in five tes 


at n 0: ies is a basic wage is open to a 
amount of debate, and we can 
ae at it by nes what people 


_ devolopment, 
Another result of addition to the. 
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: a at 5 yaa and bbe Prt Min- 
ister informs us that he received Mr. Pid- 
dington’ 8 reply at 9 o’clock. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Mr, Piddington 


says in his memorandum— 


/If it could be supposed that the whole of 
the additional £93,000,000 labour cost cculd be 
_ passed on to the community, the increase in 
prices would altogether outstrip the purchasing 
“power of employees having a basic wage of 
en 6s, 
After months of inquiry a basic wage is 
_ fixed upon, and then the chairman of the 
_ Commission informs us that as soon as it 
is paid in industry generally the conse- 
quential higher prices of commodities will 
: outstrip the extra money paid to the 
worker. How can any reasonable man 
view such a proposal? I noted the 
fact that when the Prime Minister was 


pointing this out, the honorable member | 


for Barrier (Mr. Considine) asked whether 
-a lunatic had produced this report.’ | 


_ Mr. Gass.—By the same argument a 
reduction of wages would mean a reduc- 
tion in the cost of living, and, therefore, 
it would be advantageous to reduce 
wages. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I do not contend 
that. I argue that if you set out the 
work on a wrong basis, you are almost 
certain to arrive at a wrong result. 
: Piddington goes on to say— 


Of the £298:000,000 worth of commodities 
_ preduced in 1918, £113,000,000 worth, or about 


38 per cent.,. was exported. Whether 
the increased cost of 62 per cent. could 
be added to the prices asked for, the 38 


pér cent. of our products would depend upon 
world’s prices, that is, upon outside competi- 
ee all countries in the markets of the 
wor 


pike is quite evident that we cannot pay 
increased wages in Australia in the pro- 
_ duetion of eoods we export unless the 
world’s prices for the soods we export go 
higher. But we find that the world’s 
prices have fallen enormously. In fact, 
mmeny of our products are to-day quite 
unsaleable. 


' According to the ee Minister— 


Mr. Piddington says that he has not had 
time to go into details of individual export in- 
dustries; but it seemed to him that as far as 
manufacturing industries for export were con- 
cerned, they would be ruined, and that in the 
case of other industries the application of a 
basic wage of £5 16s. 6d. would retard their 
y) and possibly prevent. their con- 
 tinuance. 
cost of production of gocds for domestic con- 
| mption,, which represented 62 per cent. -of 
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an extended sitting. 


Mr.’ 


ment and production and improv 


which have been built Sie in 


the total eadiucunns ete vi cu oO 
prices for such goods that all secondary 
dustries would be liable to be ruined by 
portations unless the Tariff were substanti 
increased. . . Mr. Piddington say 
if effect is given to the basic wage the 
would be wholly inoperative to ‘prevent 1 
market-from being flooded with cheaper goo 
from overseas. Consequently, we Ble 
to have a higher Tariff. 

I agree with the honorable mem 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) that — 
serious position would be ereated, 
responsibility for it rests entirels 


the Government. it is anne 0 


orn Figise is oii into recess, and 


“Mr.  Goaanee ae know we 
honorable member intends to do. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—1I have not 
gift of prophecy that some honora 
members seem to Shc Mr. Piddin 


wholly ‘ents ater to. prevent the mark 
being flooded wtih cheaper goods from 
overseas, and consequently we should 
compelled to have a higher Tariff. 
Mr. Maxweui.—tThat is if family wage 
were paid to men without dependants. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—The same. app 
in proportionate degree to the h 
hazard arrangement proposed by — 
Prime Minister. . He has said 
that would impose a burden 
£28,000,000 on all industries. I sl 
not object to industry being asked to 
that burden if it were found to be 
sary, after proper examination. — 
eould be shown that our industries w 
stand it, that it would increase dev 


physical condition of the people. I s 
be prepared to support it. There ¢ 
no doubt whatever that an improv 
of the physical condition of the peo 
will inevitably increase production. 
heaithy man who feels fit cannot ren 
idle long, and will not “‘ go slow”’ 
job, 

It must be clear from the ose 
NEr. Piddington that if there were a 
ral application of the basic wage r 
mended by the Commission, 


side employment. 


bBo 
_ solute futility of the methods we have. 
adopted during the last twenty years for 


if : prevent such a catastrophe, 
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_ with very great. difficulty would be ruined, 
and our export trade would be wiped out. 
Yet honorable members opposite wonder 
_ why we will not vote for their amendment 
to apply the Commission’s basic wage 
_ immediately to the Public Service. If 
- we did so, the effect would be immediately 
reflected in the demands made for in- 
' ¢reased remuneration by persons in out- 
: _ [ have found, in my 
- own district, that when the wages of 
_ ‘Government employees have been raised, 


ies, outside labour will not work for less. 


That sets the standard for the locality. 
The report of the Basic Wage Commis- 


- sion shows beyond question to every 
_ thinking man in Australia, whether 
worker or employer, whether a pub- 


servant or a civilian, the  ab- 


the settlement of industrial disputes. Has 


any honorable member ever heard of an 


Arbitration Court, by its awards, 
anything else but increase wages? | 

Mr. Consipine.—Yes. ; 
_ Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I have never 
read in any New South Wales report of 
an award reducing wages. 

Mr. Consipine.~Has the honorable 
- member not heard that the first Arbitra- 
OY oie Bene established in New South 
Wa reduced the wages of wharf 
BE vers: and that subsequently the. em- 


doing 


ployers met them and increased their 


wages ! 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I direct the at- 
tention of honorable members to the 
fluctuations in the prices of the products 
of primary industries. Butter may be 
is. a lb. to-day, and at another time Is. 
6d. per lb. Wheat may be 2s. 6d. per 
bushel to-day, and at another time 5s, 
and at still another time fall again to Qs, 

6d. Hides may be 2s. per lb. to-day, and 

at another time 2d. per lb. And yet. for 
_ the last twelve years every Arbitration 
Court award has raised wages, quite irre- 


spective of these fluctuations in the mar- 
ket for primary productions. 


‘We keep 
_ on going up in a spiral, but our actual 
- conditions are not improved. We shall 


~ veach a pcint at which our whole indus- 


_ rial fabric will topple over, and then we 


* shall have, not high wages, but unem- 


ployment on every hand. 

The auestion ts whether we cannot deal 
‘with this problem in such a way as to 
(There is 
| HM only one way in which to face it with any 
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hope of success, and that is by ‘eevee 
production. We must have the maximum 
production of the workers of this Cony 
—whether of hand or brain. 


Mr. Tupor.—How are the bootmakers 
to increase production, when the boot 
manufacturers close all their factories? 

Mr. McWrrrrams.—The price of boom 
does not come down. 


Dr, EARLE PAGE.—I admit that the 
Government have singularly failed to 
deal with profiteering. Increased pro- 
duction is the only way in which we ¢an © 
expect to secure a fall in the price of 
boots or of anything else. 
able member for “Melbourne (Dr. 
loney) has pointed out, Lord Leverhulme — 
has said that there is only one way in | 
which to bring about an improvement 
in the conditions of life all round, and — 
it is by working dead machinery to ° 
the maximum and the human machine 
to the best physical advantage. What is 
necessary is that we should discover the 
best number of hours of work for a 
worker in any particular industry. 
That was Lord Leverhulme’s plan for in- 
creased production, which must mean — 
more comfort for every one. . In my 
opinion, the whole basis of our industrial Ww 
system in determining wages is wrong in 
this respect, that no constant point has 
been adopted as the basis for ‘examina- 
tion. The basis adopted for the revort 
we now have under consideration seems to 
be the employers’ view of the matter in — 
the Harvester Case. That is a esis 
with which the employer was: satisfied 
thirteen or fourteen years ago, and be- 
cause he was satisfied it has heen assumed — 
that it must, therefore, be a fair basis to! 


work from. As a matter of fact, it Tey ae 


wrong basis entirely, and we nee have 
some constant and stable basis 
which to work to get a result of any 
value to the worker. That can only 
he arrived at by a medical commis- 
sion .such as that which 
into the health of munition workers in — 
England. This problem which we have _ 
to solve is essentially a physiological 


problem. : 
Mr.  ConsIpINE. ce is?) an economic — 
problem. | 
Dr. EARLE PAGE —But economies 


are essentially bound up with physiology. 
The fundamental basis of society must be 
the physical health of its members, and, 


As the honor- 
Ma-. 


upon 


inquired 
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therefore, the first thing to flnd in ar- 
riving at a solution of this problem is the 
best number of hours of work in any 
given industry. Some industries can 
only work short hours, some longer hours. 
Rockchopping, for instance, must be al- 
ways very limited in the number of 
hours worked. The work of feeding ma- 
chines involving the continual repititian 
of the same work dulls the sensibilities of 
the operator, and men can work effec- 
tively at it only for a dimited number of 
hours before their output diminishes, and 
it is not economical to continue. There 
are a variety of operations performed in 
the open air, at which men would really 
‘be better for working a longer number of 
hours than it is customary for them to 
do at the present time. Some effort 
should be made to discover the best 
number of hours of work in any 
industry that will ‘produce the maxi- 
mum output, and at the same time 
maintain the worker in the best physical 
condition. I mean the number of hours 
that will keep him in perfect health. By 
perfect health I mean the retention of 
that elasticity of mind and body that en- 
ables him to enojy his recreation and per- 
_mits his mental development after his 
work, It was found in England, Ger- 
many, and the United States during the 
war that if a worker worked a longer 
number of hours each day, and day aiter 
day, than his physical strength permitted 
—-that is to say, if he beedndied his phy- 
siological standard—then, although he 
might follow that period of strain with 
a prolonged holiday, weeks and months 
might elapse before he could again equal 
the output of men who had not been sub- 
ject to over-strain. The only way to find 
‘these things out is to go to work on a 
scientific basis. I will read the names of 
the personnel of the Commission on 
Health of Munition Workers, which 
dealt with this subject in England. Their 
reference of inquiry was not confined to 
the output of munitions, and to ascertain- 
ing whether that output could be in- 
creased, but it included an investigation 
as to the effect the national task would 
be likely to have on the health of 
those engaged. The Commission com- 
prised Sir George Newman, M.D., Sir 
Thomas Barlow, F.B.S., Mr. Bellhouse, 
| jp Professor Boycott, M.D... i Ri Sat Me. J. 
R..Clynes, M,P., Mr..E. J. Collis; M.B., 
Dr. W. M. Fletcher, M.D., BRR Mr. 
Dr. Earle Page. 


: ee 


have gained a present advantage. 


» and a basic wage has been fixed by a k 


Commission's bar 


Miss R. E. EeKcae and Mrs ng 
Tennant. Those ladies were ‘Upon. 
Commission because that body was in- 
vestigating women’s work, among other 
phases. Every Arbitration Court should 
have a Commission appointed to acb with 
the arbitrator to ascertain facts such 
these, and to place their practical ino 
ledge and experience at the disposal | 
the Court in a way that could admit « 
no refutation. 


but the number of hours of work — 
insure perfect physical health ig — 


dependent of these vagaries. It” & + 
fers with occupation, climate, — 
&e., but for each occupation, — 
&c., a physiological standard can 


determined which is 


the hoe 
basis of the whole 


Bataie ss. 


day, if one could learn the best num oe i 
ber of hours that ought to be worked in ~ 
an industry, and could secure some 
finite knowledge concerning the total of 
production to be expected from that 
dustry. If we determine these two con 
stant factors for the few basic industries, — 
we have a constant basis sae Rubra 


gulate the rise and fall. es wages in 8 a 
condary industries. We go to. all 
sorts of trouble to perfect dead machine 
but we go to no trouble to Insure that 
the human machine shall do its b 
work. Because in Australia, we place 
premium on skilled labour or science 
hand over inquiries into all such mat 
to amateurs, and we ask them to g 
an opinion concerning what should be + 
pected of the human machine. 
is greater than the machine; ly 
guarantee of effective labour is his indivi- 
dual health and his mental developme 
The final report of the Health of ia i 
tion Workers’ Commission stated— \ 


is to be guided in the future by the eee - 
tion of physiological science to the details of : 
its management, it cannot hope to “maint: : 
its position hereafter among some of i 
foreign rivals, who already in that respect 
Howey 
this 1s an ideal of the future. i 


At present, because in each Stata” 
people are living under haphazard. austen 


Tribunal on unscientific lines . 


4 3 | Bie 


in and 
the payment of commensurate wages 
to familied HNC 


ie 


: salth Govern- 
should do something to bring its 
ervants at least up to the standard 

| basic wage in each particular State, 
will support that. If, in the Pub- 
rvice, we are going ‘to start a sys- 

of wage payment | according to the 

a man’s family—which may pos- 

be a correct and a just sys- 
m—it must be remembered that the 


3 ally without bringing about a serious 


It is introducing a new principle 


dustrial arrangements that de- 

very full consideration. Men 

or only one or 

| “will receive preference of em- 
Then, to prevent that, 

ie encourage the rearing of families, 
she ~=Government will have to step 
subsidize employers, to in- 


me ould like ‘0 


vhs 


ic hes discussed at a stage of the 
ion when it is likely to be debated on 

s merits. I condemn the Government, 

in a mischievous way, 

handed the problem of the basic wage 
ver to a Commission which, in my 
P: nion, was not competent to investigate 
t, and for having presented to Parlia- 
‘ment and the people the findings of the 
Commission, knowing they cannot be put 
to operation except in a very small par- 
cular, and can only unsettle oe, 


‘sub seat 
be con- 


0 having brought foceeed the 
matter a a time when it canno 


hould be. 
MATHEWS EMetiouess Ports) 
[9. 9]. The. only trouble with the re- 
port of the Basic Wage Commission is 
t, when it was presented at the head 
Government, it was found to be 
. When the Prime Minister pro- 
ed to create such a Commission, and 


pt its findings, he thoughé, no 


4 


hat it would be a body similar 
r Commissions which, after much 


wy suggestions and harmless ideas. 
the dismay of the Government 
supporters, this Commission was 
est, and it actually produced a 
‘record of the conditions and re: 
nts of wage-earners in Australia 


Meee are ee HE ane afraid 


of ? 


» 1920.) 


The Cotaitieefon hae cen “varying 
rates averaging approximately £5 16s. 
per week, and the Government and their 


supporters now say that such rates can- — 


not be paid. It is an absurd stand to . 
take, and the suggestion is in keeping Y 


tive section of this chamber. ( 
ready been pointed out by the Leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), a_ similar 
statement was made when the basic wag 
was fixed at 42s. per week. it was said 
that Australia would be ruined, and now 
when a Royal Commission clothed with 
full powers to make a thorough investiga- 
tion has come to the decision that £5. 16s. 
6d. per week is a living wage for a man, 
his wife, and three children, we are told 
that if it were paid, industries would be 
ruined, and that financial chaos would 
prevail. It is merely a matter of re-ar- 
rangement, and I believe that if the rates. 
mentioned were adopted, it would .be 
found within a month that they would 
be inadequate. The suggestion to recon-_ 
sider the rates every three months is 
ridiculous, as it would only give the pro- 
fiteering class a further opportunity of 
exploiting the workers, and making more. 
money. The rates should be re-arranged 
every fortnight, and, although such a 
suggestion may seem ridiculous. ob believe 
it is one that should be adopted. Hon- 
orable members opposite have said that, 
under our present system, it would be 
impossible to pay these rates, and if such 
is the case, it is an admission of Parlia- 
ment’s incapacity. Do honorable members 
infer that the Commission was bribed to 
come to such a decision? Are the mem- 
bers of that Commission brainless num 
skulls, who, after obtaining all the neces- 
sary evidence, and making the fullest pos 
sible investigation, have made a recom- 
mendation which cannot be given effect 
to? If the Government admit their in 
ability to govern the Commonwealth, it 
is time they made room for those who 
can. If honorable members opposite be- 
lieve that it is beyond the power of any 
party to pay the rates set out in the Com 
mission’s report, our present social and 


economic system is at fault, and radical 


changes will have to be made. Hono 
able members know that it is useless to 
increase wages unless a a. Js an ie 


6d. per week for Vickalia, | 
ment Ea, been in office tae 
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months, and although their supporters 
_ told the people, prior to the last. election, 
that. they would govern this country in 
the interests of the people, they have 
failed lamentably. The wage-earners 
were told to vote for the great National 
Party, because its policy was one that 
would be the means of improving the 
eonditions of every member of the com- 
munity, and some silly idiots believed 
them. I could mention six constituencies 
in Victoria in. which the electors were 
hopelessly deluded. Although the basic 
wage rate for Victoria has been fixed at 
£5 16s. 6d., I believe the Government do 
not intend paying more than £4 4s., 
which means that they are going to ask a 
man who has a wife and three children 
to support to accept £1 12s. 6d. less than 
the Commission, which was specially ap- 
pointed to make an investigation considers 
necessary. The workers of Australia 
have been waiting patiently for many 
months for a decision to be reached, and 
men have charged the workers’ represen- 
tatives on the Commission with delaying 
the publication of the report. The 
working men and women in Vic- 
toria are in’ a more serious position 
than those in New South Wales, 
where the Government have to a degree 
settled the question. When the New 
South Wales basic wage was fixed at 
£3 17s,, the Victorian rate was about 
£2 8s., and when the New. South Wales 
tate was increased to £4-5s., the Vic- 
torian basic wage was £3 2s. The 
workers in Victorja have been waiting for 
the decision of this Commission, and now 
it has beem received, the Government say 
they cannot give effect to it. ~We are 
told by honorable members opposite that 
we are only in favor of the public ser- 
vants receiving an increased basic rate, 
but that is incorrect. This Parliament 
ean effectively control the wages of the 
public servants: 

Mr. Maxwezt..—lIf we fix a basic wage 
for public servants, other workers will 
naturally demand a similar amount. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course they will, 
because they have been the worst paid 
section in the community. It is imprac- 
ticable for a private employer to pay less 
than is paid in the Public Service. We 
deny the statement that this Parliament 


cannot assist the workers outside, as well. 


as. those in the Public Service. If we 

increase the price of commodities, wages 

_ must also be increased, and, as I have 
os 
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said on a previous occasion, a daily 
of £1 is not too high, because it re 
requires that amount to enable a 2 
with an average family to live in con 
One hears on every hand of increas: 
rents, which are rising to the extent 
4s.,5s., and even 10s. a week. The Go 


farmers’ wheat at the railway sidings; | 
wheat is now 9s. per bushel. All” 
commodities have risen in price, and w 
must be increased to meet the alt 
conditions. I doubt very much wh 


people. I believe it would be in 
interests of the public servants if th 
held stop-work meetings every day 
their demands were conceded. I | 
there are many honorable members ¢ 
site who would welcome such an ey 
because they believe théy would ¢. 
have an opportunity of dealing wi 
them. ie 
Mr. Wise.—Why suggest it? 4 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Because 1 


~ 


trial unions with great success durin 
last few years, and it would benefit 
public servants if they adopted a si 
course. I happened to be in Wes 
Australia when the public servants 
that State went on strike a few mon 
ago. That strike, brief though it ¥ 
disorganized the whole State, and ha 
continued much longer would ‘hh 
brought about a condition of chaos. — 
positicn would be the same in the 
of a strike of Commonwealth public 
vants. If the seamen or those en 
in the building or carrying trades 
strike, the effect is injurious to ma 
ther fellow workers, but such occurr 
open the eyes of the community to t 
real sore in our social system. 
The Government must do someth 
this matter. I do not want to sa 
they are clesing down for the Chr 
vacation earlier than usual merel 
evade the responsib‘lity of dealing 
the report: of the Royal Ccmmission 
the Basic Wage, but it looks hke 10. 
Mr. Poynron.—Why not say so? — 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Then I will. — 
are closing down for the Christmas ve 
tion earler than we have done on ‘ 
other occasion. ~ le , 
Mr. Wisu.—We have been here for 
months, Pewee ig 


* 
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Mr. MATHEWS. — I admit that we 
have had a long session, and that attend- 


ance in Parliament entails heavy work 


on M.nisters, but we might very well have 


continued the sitting for another week in 
_ order to deal with a report for which the 
vi workers have been waiting for so many 


months. This report relates to the very 


IN ; life’ s blood..of the wage-earning section of 


| _ the community, and they expect us to 
deal with it at once. 
iy this afternoon did not display the good 
- temper that I should have shown had 
there been thrown at me the little present 
_ that he received a night or two ago. 


The Prime Minister 


He 
dealt with this question in a way which, 


no doubt, was amusing to some of his 


and a definite decision arrived at. 
' public have not been taken by surprise. 


a basic wage. 
was thought that the Commission would 


_ supporters, but he might well have asked 
the House to st next week in order that 


this question might be fully considered, 
The 


Thev have been expecting the fixing of 
Will any one say that it 


recommend a basic wage involving an in- 


~ erease of only four or five shillings per 
_ week on the existing rate? 
that the Prime Minister had no such 
*  anticipat'ons. 


I am sure 


He is too keen a student 


' of economics to have expected anything 


of the kind. 
Mr. Poyvnron.—lIf the Prime Minister 


y is as bad as you would have us believe, 


why is it that whenever there is any in- 
dustrial trouble shoes people run to him to 


Ls od you out of it? 


)man in Australia. 


: “power. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Because he is the 
Prime Minister of Australia. If there is 
any industrial matter that: comes within 


his jurisdiction, and concerning which my 
_ constituents complain, I shall not hesitate 
to bring it before him. Another point is 
that he has taken good care to clothe him- 


self with more power than has any other 
He is, indeed, the 
only man in the Commonwealth with any 
The people have not yet recog- 


 nised that fact. They gave him a new 


lease of power last December, and I shall 
_ €ontinue to put before him every indus- 
_ trial grievance with which he has power 
ay é to deal. 

> As his duty to listen to my representations. 


It is my duty to do so, and it 


I de not want to see any trouble over 


i this matter—I am afraid that I am to 
_ often speaking of threatened rant ut 
I am satisfied that the public servants of 


: ponte are determined on this occasion 
a to secure their rights, 


It is nonsense to 


~ 
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say that the country cannot afford to — 
pay the basic wage. The Commonwealth 
can pay it, but it is useless to pay ib un- 
less at, the same fime the Government take 
steps to keep down the cost of living. 
Unless that is done, a re-adjustment will 
be necessary from time to time. 

A word now as to the position of the ~ 
womenfolk of the community. In dealing 
with the basic wage, I hope that the Go- — 
vernment will not discriminate between 
married and single men, nor as between 
the sexes. A woman nowadays needs as 

much to live on as a'man. We are told © 
that the women want to dress too well. 
That may, be a weakness on their part; 
but every man, prefers to see a woman — 
well dressed, rather than dressed 
dowdy fashion. In respect of clothing 
alone, apart froth the cost of board and 
lodging, a single woman wants the same 
wage as a Man, : 

Mr. Poynron.—Does not the honorable 


* member think that a man with a wife 


and family should have more than a single 
man ? | 
Mr. MATHEWS. —I do not. believe in 
differentiating In this regard between 
married and “single men, for the reason 
that if the wage fixed far a single man is 
less than-that for a married man, private 
employers will employ only single men. 
There are many, ways by which a man 
with a family may be assisted without dif - 
ferentiating between his pay and that of 
a single man. The State in many 
ways can agsist his children from their 
birth. The State should provide them — 
with medical attention and medicine, and, » 
where necessary, with nurses. It should 
also provide for the education of the chil- — 
idren, from the primary school to the Uni- 
versity. Not only should it provide them 
with free instruction, but with all school | 
requisites, and if the child of a poor man 
has brains, and goes to the University, 
the State, where necessary, should pro- — 
vide that child with food and clothing. 
In the olden days, when a man paid £1 — 
a week for his Me 
woman had to pay only 10s. or 12s. per on 
week. 
woman to get decent board and lodging — 
for less than 30s. a week, and, in addi- 
tion, she must keep herself in clothing 
and all the other necessaries. I do not 
want to labour the matter, but I trust 
sincerely that this question of sex in re-— 
lation to the basic wage will not be dealt — 
with now as it has been in the past, and 


in) BoM 


board and lodging, a 


To-day it is not possible for a 


Fo 


A769 ) on ane Wage — 
Na further dean will not be land 
Ae women, | 

» Mr. Tupor.—It was laid down in 1901 
“that there should be equal pay for equal 
work, 

Mr. MA‘VTHEWS.—tThis principle has 
been laid down, as the honorable member 
for Yarra points out; but in the Educa- 
tion Department we find women teachers 
in one town doing work for a certain 
wage, and male teachers in another town 
doing the same class of work for a higher 
rate of wage. Of course, if a woman can- 
‘not perform the work done by a man, she 
should not expect the same rate of pay; 
but it is the duty of the Government to 
see that every person in the community 
gets a fair living wage. It has been 
stated that the industries of the Com- 
-monwealth will not be-able to pay this 
basic wage. What nonsense! If an in- 
dustry is in that position, it is clear that 
the public are underpaying for its pro- 
ducts. We have been told that many 
mines throughout the Commonwealth 
will have to close down if miners’ wages 
are to be brought up to the standard fixed 
by this Basic Wage Commission. I 
should like to see many mines closed 
down, for I know it would be much 
better, from the point of view of health, 
if the men engaged in them were em- 
ployed on the land, even if, after a few 


years’ work there they turned round and | 


voted not for the party that made it pos- 
sible for them to go on the land, but for 
-the Conservative section of the commuu- 
nity. ‘The statement that an industry 
cannot afford to pay the basie wage is 
nonsense. ‘There was a time when the 
fellmongering industry was the lowest 
paid in Victoria; but when it was de- 
monstrated that if the industry could not 
pay better wages it would have to go out 
of existence, those connected with it very 
soon found it possible to pay better 
wages. ‘l'ake the case of the farm worker. 
If the effect of paying the basic wage to 
him will mean increased prices for farm 
products, well, it will be nothing new. 
Wheat, butter, and other products have 
already gone up in price, so that this will 
only mean another re-arrangement. But 
if we agree to pay the basic wage through- 
out the Commonwealth, and do not take 
prompt steps to put down profiteering, 
the basic wage will not be sufficient for 


[REPRESENTATIVES ] 


very long; bneve will have a be- 


wage, in order that the people migh: 


Under the Code Napoleon 


(Mr. McPherson), who says that childr 
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arrangement about every month. 
as I would be to see the Govern 
placed in an awkward position by 
refusal to give effect to this recommen 
tion, because I am one of those to who 
political victory is very sweet, I do n 
want to see them in any such difficul 


all. I would rather they adopted the b. 


in an improved position financial] 
hope, therefore, that before this se 
closes something practical will be don 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [10 
—This movement for the basic wage is 
other declaration of the war that is 
on all over the world; but it is not 
on scientific principles. I should li 
see a wage fixed for the man and wo1 
as husband and wife, and provision r 
for three children, but four, five, s: 
seven, eight, nine, ten, or twelve child 


He men, because the single man, 
had any sense, would hope soo 
find a good Australian girl’ to be Mi 
mate. It is the duty of the State to se 


been endeavouring to persuade the por 
that be to endow every woman with. 


wha the world tae ever 
it is im 
possible for the husband to di n 
herit Bai wife or epee Nee d 


and 


unit of the Stake, and every unit a: 
State has rights that neither parents 
the State can deprive it of. It ha 
right to claim proper food, shelt 
clothing, in order to become a hea 
adult. i 20 
and to be able to claim, as her righ e 
these things for her child, as the fui r 
unit of the State. I am glad that M. 
Piddington has named 12s. as the 

which should be set aside for the upbt 
ing of each child. What lesson is 
for the Military Department in regard 
their treatment of the children of | 
ceased soldiers. What a lesson is it 
that mean-spirited Treasurer of Vi 


a 


be Roacie ‘up on gs. : per Wee 

der how he would like his ae 
ildren brought up on that sum. Ac- 
to Mr. Piddington’s figures, 
ents with twelve children, and _ for 
years they could all be under sixteen 
s of age, would get the basic wage 
4 per week, and the allowance of 12s. 
week for each child would bring the 
tal income to £11 4s. per week, It has 
en said that the country cannot afford 
“pay the amount involved by the adop- 
tion of the Basic Wage Commission’s re- 
ei Is it not a fact that in 
ety: Italy, and Russia wages are 
zn) Pm very much higher than in Aus- 
tralia? After all, although money in 

- those countries may have depreciated, tle 
real test is to be found in the amount of 

: a Te gioditics that it can buy. <A quarter 
: ia a century ago the public servants of 
fs ehis State regarded Labour and Demo- 
 eracy as something not to be touched with 
a 40-ft. pole, and I remember on one 
_ gecasion, when speaking at an open-air 
Py meeting, telling them I expected to live 
to see “the day when they would ask 
‘Labour unions to help them. That day 
has come. But will we be satisfied if pub- 
lic servants get this basic wage, and 
~ outside employees do not? By no means. 


“Victoria drew £2 in pensions for every 
£1 drawn by public servants 
South Wales, with £50,000 to the bad. 
— Victoria at that time ‘paid her public 
_ servants in pensions more than was paid 
- an all the other States of Australia put 
together. I have always stood for one 
pension, and that pension only—a_pen- 
sion that should be available to every 
man and woman on reaching a certain 
age. What I:ask for the public servants 
I shall not cease from asking for every 
man and every woman employed outside 
the Public Service. I was glad to hear 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
orts (Mr. Mathews) say that no dif- 
ference should be made on account of sex. 
‘As far back as 1901, this Parliament, in 
dealing with the ‘Public Service Bill, 
i Paes a p Peo of ea pay for 


Bits few years ago. Mr. Harri- 
ad , who was Secretary to the La- 
Department of Victoria, once said 


certaln basic wage. 


dn the old days the public servants or 
citizens lodge a petition objecting to its — 


in New 


‘ae sanutacturers and ines 


ne 
ined to pay. ee wis Qs. bd. a wee 
giving the money on the Saturday morn- 
ing, and collecting it from them again on. 
the Monday morning. They were ae- 
tually allowed to use it in that interval. 
When they asked for more they were 
“sacked,” and others taken on in their 
places. ‘In 1898, 4,554 women were em-. 
ployed in Victoria at an average wage © 
10s. 9d. a week, and of them 3,813 aver-. 
aged only 8s. 7 st a week. The average 
of 10s. 9d. a week was due to the inelu- 
sion of the comparatively high salaries 
paid to heads of Departments. That 
brand of infamy known as sweating was 
supported by the laws of Victoria; but 
to-day the people. are rising in their 
power. I recognise that the position has 
its difficulties for Ministers. I do not a 
care who else may be making this a party 
question, I am not doing so. It may be 
dimeuit on the figures given by Mr. 
Knibbs to pay this basic wage. Em | 
ployers will dismiss their hands, and close — 
their works. But how easy would the ~ 
position of Ministers be if they could 
say, “This Commission recommends a _ 
We are bound to | 
accept its recommendation, and unless — 
within sixty days a certain number On as 


ES Lalecehaall Report. _ 


payment, it will become the law of the ~ 
land.” There would then be behind it~ 
the 900,000 or so householders who pay 
the whole of the taxation of Australia. 
With the referendum and initiative in 
our Constitution the people would have 
the last voice in saying what should be 
done. Under such an arrangement Min- 


tion. As it is, the alliance of the pub- 
lic servants of Australia with the Labour 
party may cause them to lose a number 
of, seats. The conditions of our society 
are a reflex of those of Central Europe; 
but, thank goodness, we are 12,000 miles 
away from ‘the conte of the disturbance 
A German friend of mine, in sending 
five sovereigns to Germany, can get 900 
marks for then whereas formerly he go 
only 100 marks, so greatly has the 
purchasing power of money decline 
there. This Parliament must preven 
the unjust increasing of prices: We sho 
send toa gaol those who charge un 
fairdy) 3) Tn kOe 2, Napoleon, mi bis | 
Chak Ode; enacted ke basis from sf 
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memory a free translation—that if any 
man, or body of men, came together for 
the unjust raising of prices, the penalty 


should be 20,000-franes and—not “ or’, 


six months’ imprisonment ; but if the in- 
crease of prices affected food, such as 
bread or wine, the penalty ‘should be 
doubled. 

Evidently, he saw the malign influence 
of Trusts and Combines. The sooner we 
face this difficult question the better it 
will be for all of us. It was in 
1898 one of the most aristocratic. sur- 
geons that England has ever had—I 
refer to Mr. Jonathan Hutchison—sug- 
gested that England shouid nationalize 
its bread. Why should not the Common- 
wealth Government take the ‘‘ staff of 
life,’’ pay a fair price to the farmers who 
grow the corn, give a fair price for the 
gristing at the mill, 
tional bakeries hand it over the counter 
free, with a charge made for de- 
livery? It would not cost them one- 
tenth “of the amount which they have 
expended. in connexion with the war. 
I am now speaking on behalf of the most 
helpless section of the d¢ommunity—the 
children. They have a right to proper 
food, clothing, and shelter. What is the 
greatest asset which a country can 
possess ? 
land? Certainly not. It is a healthy 
population, consisting of well-educated 
men and women, who are well able ‘to 
discharge their citizen duties. Does it 
not appeal to every honorable member 
that we must.control prices? TI can recall 
the case of only two or three companies 
in Australia which have not increased 
their reserve funds and their dividends 
since the outbreak of war. Anybody can 
verify what I am saying by consulting 
the columns of the Bulletin. Honorable 
members might do worse than study the 
question of finance as it is set out in 


that publication. I am _= glad that 
the public servants recognise that 
the workers of Australia are their 
peers. If they are in need of assistance, 


I am satisfied that the unions of this 
country will help them so long as they 
will act reciprocally. I do not doubt 
that, at the recent elections, some of the 
swell public servants of. this ‘country were 


swayed by the placard: which was used. 
by the National party, and which was 


headed ‘Ryan and Ruin.” How can a 
man help the name that he bears? It 
Dr. Maloney. 


se i 


and let the na-. 


Is it its gold) its houses. or its’ 


Commission's sg 3 


te is a handicap or one té bear a nar 
which comes from the land where t 
shamrock grows. yeh my country : 


of persons born in oiler lands to b 

come permanent residents of the Co 
motiwealth. To me, there is only o 
country, and that is Australia. It com 
before everything else, I want every 
person who is an Australian, either bi 
birth or adoption, to stand up for it. L 
us set an example to the whole world 
showing that we can handle our country 
and that we can do at least as much 
as is accomplished by intelligent creatures 
of a lower order than- ourselves. When 
I look upon the ant and the bee, 
ask myself how it is that, néver in the 
nest of the ant or the hive of the bee, 
do the young suffer if the necessities of 
life exist there. Can we say the same of 
our fellow’ human beings? Has it nob 
been stated that 20,000,000 persons have 
perished of starvation in India? That. 
is equivalent to four persons for every 
man, woman and child in Australia. 
Have we not been -told that there 
is no child under four years of 
age in Servia, and in parts of Buly 
garia, and that although the Rus- 
sians are endeavouring to help the 
children of their own country, the latter. 
are still in want. Let us set an example 
to the world, by showing that every 
human being ’ here—fashioned as’ he ig. 
in God’s likeness—shall have a chance to 
live a decent life as the Deity intended. — 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [10.39]. a 
My enemies will be pleased, and my 
friends will be resigned to learn that 
have limited my address upon this pre 
posal to ten minutes. After that, I sh 
bid the House and you, sir, an affec- 
tionate farewell, with an expression 
hope that you will enjoy a happy Chri 
mas and a merry New Year, and that we 
at least—whatever may happen to unfor- 
tunate public servants to whom the Go- 
vernment have refused their just rights— 
may go home to enjoy that basic wage 
which we have secured for ourselves’ for 
the period of the Christmas yacation, 
and for so long thereafter as a tolerant 
public will suffer us to enjoy it. IT 
rise to join very shortly in protestin 4 
against the Government breach of faith 
in respectb to the non-payment of the 
basic wage, in the first place 


@ members of our . 
1d afterwards, as we: npaa hoped, 
i, “general _ community. As an 
Boatinn all we can do is to register, our 
protest ‘against the repeated breaches of 
faith on behalf of the Government in mat- 
es ers of ‘the kind. The promise was made 
oo N under solemn circumstances; it was not a 
ne i" casual observation, but a direct: statement 
_ by the Prime Minister himself, the head 
of the Government, as part of the Minis- 
i rel policy. The promise was that effec- 
tive machinery would be created for the 
purpose of ascertaining a basic wage pay- 
able to members of the Public Service, 


and that the findings of the Commission ° 


would be given effect tO. ak 
We are not now beginning i in this mat- 
ay we should by now have reaped the 
- fruits of our labours in this regard. The 
- Commission has deliberated for twelve 
months, and the Public Service and the 
public cenerally have waited expectantly 


ie for the result of the Commission’s deli- 


- berations. It is not surprising to-day, 
when this determination has been arrived 
at, that the greatest impatience and in- 

_ > dignation should be manifested on finding 
that Parliament is about to go into re+ 
cess without any hope of the promise be- 

ing given effect to. The amendment 
moved by the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) 

-- does not advance the matter. It is a 
series of platitudes which binds the Go- 
vernment to nothing, and promises 
nothing, though, indeed, if it did, we 
should not be much further advanced. It 
is curious, by the way, that the Treasurer 

_ should move an amendment as a subordi- 
'. nate Minister, on the motion submitted 
- by his own Prime Minister: It is said 
that we cannot pay this minimum wage. 
I remind: honorable members that the 
basic wage does not necessarily mean fair 
_ compensation for work done; all it means 
is the minimum on-which: a person or 
family can decently live. I suggest to the 
Government that it is their duty, in the 


i then, if fey chose to repard ihe eevinue 

Bik intention of the Commission, extend some 
_ measure of justice to the others. | 
Te paived the Public Service of the 


Mia Ag 


set up a new Pa beast, ake oven that 


more heavily handicapped. 


oan of pies men with three children, 


We 


new Tribunal will come into operation 

do not know. We _ have granted 
large increases in salaries to mem-— 
bers. of the Professional Division, : 
and to men enjoying high salaries : 
in the Public Service, and we have 
not, it is perfectly true, forgotten our- 
selves. In these circumstances, for a re- 
sponsible Minister to declare that the 
Commonwealth is not equal to paying to 
its public servants what a Royal Commis- 
sion, after sitting for twelve months, de- 
clares to be the bedrock salary, is an in- 
sult to the Commonwealth as a whole, as : 
well as to our common sense. ve 


In this connexion I venture to put i in a 
special word for the claims of the women 
workers in the Public Service. I am in- 
receipt of two:communications, the. first 
of which is— ‘ 


Aen 


EQUAL Pay FOR EQUAL Work. Aue + : 
“1. Of every ten women in the Service it. is 
safe to say that at least eight will have others _ 
to support besides themselves—if not all their — 
Official life, during some portion of it-—and © 
those usually adults, who cost more to main- _ 


tain than children, in many cases old people — 


or invalids who require medical attention. 
This is specially true since the war, there — 
being many cases of shell-shocked or oagsed or 
otherwise injured members of the family, — 
whose pensions only partly support them. | 
2. It is fundamentally dishonest to allow — 
two persons to sit side by side, doing the 
same work, involving the same mental and — 
physical wear and tear, and pay one more — 
than the other. To pay for sex or for marriage 
is as illogical as to pay according to the colour ey 
of one’s hair, or the size of one’s shoe, or any 
other personal idiosyncrasy. Work only Baier 
earn money. f 
3. A man’® children are liabilities for a ee 
tain number of years, after that they becom 
assets, and lighten his burdens, whereas @ 
woman has nothing to look forward to but the 
result of her own exertions; if either. shoul eae 
be paid more, she should be, because she is 


4. Most women in the Service have renqusead 
marriage because they have responsibilities to- 
wards ‘their families, incurred, in most cases, 
because their brothers have married and left 
the maintenance of the old home in the hands 
of their sisters, who should surely be pai 
as much to maintain the old home as the’ 
brothers are to maintain the new one; | 


5, If men are to be paid because they are 
married, then it is not right to pay the same — 
rate to 2 man with one child as to a man with — 
ten Oa , 


children, 


individuals at all, it should be ‘carried out 
fairly in all its details. 3 : 


Ps 
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. 6. The first Federal Public Service Act gave 
a a living wage to “ali officers” of the Service. 
We should never again have been referred to 
as. male and female officers, but all alike 
_ designated for all time “ officers of the Public 
Service.” Surely it is a retrograde movement 
to bring back distinctions that. existed last 
century. 

'7. We ask nothing excessive—simply the 
1920 equivalent of our 1901 salaries. 


I do not entirely indorse the statement in 
that circular that most women in the Ser- 
vice have renounced marriage. ‘That is 
- doubtless true in many cases, but I say 
quite candidly and seriously, speaking 
more especially of the Telephone Branch, 
of which I have a good deal of knowledge, 
that we have in the Commonwealth: Put- 
lic Service a splended body of women 
workers. I am very glad to believe, as I 
do, that a large proportion of them will 
in due time. by their ability and attrac- 
tiveness, enter on the higher ‘plane of 
_ matrimonial life. The second communi- 
cation is— . # 

We would be very grateful, if, when the 
basic wage for Federal servants is being dis- 
eussed in Parliament next week, you would 
speak in the interests of the women officers. 
At present we have women on a salary of ap- 
proximately £2 9s. per week. This is totally 


-imadequate for these times of high prices. 
In Mr, Starke’s recent awards, he made the 


basic wage for women £135, and for single 


men £162. This is a violation of the Govern- 
ment’s principle—equal pay for equal work. 
£135—approximately £2 12s. per week—is a 
grinding wage. Board in a respectable locality 
comes to 30s. a week; washing, 3s.; 
and train fares, 6s. 3d; total, £1 19s. 3d. This 
Jeaves about 14s. to cover insurance, income 
tax, lodge fees, and clothes. Old age and 
holidays “cannot be provided for. 

I indorse those claims on behalf of the 
women, and I hope that when the Go- 
vernment begin to look with a juster eye 
on the claims of the Public Service gene- 
rally. they will not forget their special 
claims. There is no just. excuse for the 
Government failing to give effect to the 
findings of their own Commission, and 
they should pay, at least, the minimum 
wage, and thus set an example to em- 
ployers outside. 


-Question—That the words proposed to 
be added be. so added (Sir Josspx 


Coox’s amendment)—put. The House 
divided. | 

a 26 

ou oes 14. 


4 2 . . ——— 


Majority) ON Le 


shes! 


ni 


Atkinson, L. 
Bell, G. J. 
Bowden, .E. K, 
Bruce, S, M. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Chanter, J. M. 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Francis, BH, 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L. E, 
Higes, W. G. 


} 


- Brennan, F. 


Considine, M. P. 
Cunningham, i: LL. 
Gabb, J. M, 
Jowett, EK. 

Lavelle, ake 
MeWilliams, W.. J. 
Moloney, sistas 


Bayley, J. G. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Fowler, J. M. 
Lamond, Hector 
Livingston, J. 
Marks, W. M. 
Foster, Richard 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Robert 
Blundell, R. P. 


PArrs. 


aes ; 
Hill, W. C. 
Hughes, W. Me 
Lister, Ji “A. as 
Mackay, G. H. ~ 
Marr, ©. Wi @.) 
Maxwell, GG: Bak 
Poynton, Ae Fee 
Prowse, J. H. 
Smith, Laird 
Wise, re H. 


Tellers: 
Burchell, R. Bi 
Story, W. H. eae. 


Noes, 


Page, Dr. Farle 

Ryan,’ T, J. FS 
Stewart, P..G.. 
Tudor, KF, G. 


Tellers: | 
Mathews, J. 
West, J. E. 


Page, James ~ 
Maloney, Dr. 
Fenton, J. BE. ~ 
Mahony, W. G. 
McDonald, C. 
Watkins, D. 
eee D, Gas 
Makin, N. J. O. 
Riley, e. r 
Charlton, M. 
Catts, J. H. 
Lazzarini, H. P,- 


lunch 


Question so resolved in the affirmat 


* Amendment agreed to. 


_. Question — That the motion, | 
amended, its ita to—put. The Ho 
divided. are 
AxCS cui sy ee 
Noes 2 o) ee ee | 14 
. AYEs, 
Atkinson, L. Hill, We Oo 
Bell, G, J. Hughes, W. M. . 
Bowden, E. K. Lister, J, Hy (2. 
Bruce, S. M. ‘Mackay, G. H. 
Cameron, D, ©. Marr, °C. Wea. 
Chanter, J. M. Maxwell, G. A. ~ 
Cook, Sir Joseph Poynton, AL aes 
Corser, E. B. CG, Prowse, J. H.  - 
Fleming, W. M. Smith, Laird 
Francis, F. HA. Wise, G, H.’ 
: Greene, W.-M. ae l 
. Gregory, H. ‘Lelleres dim 
Groom, L.. E. Burchell, R. J. 
Higgs, W. G, 


Story, We He. = 


_ PRyan, NOS 
‘Stewart, bo 


msidine, M. P. 
aningham, L. 3p 
MM 


Tudor, F . 


| ‘Tellers: ‘ 
Atueheus HL INS 
West, J. BE. 


Pars. 


”) Page, ‘James 
| Maloney, Dr. 
| Fenton, J. E. 
Mahony, We G. 
MeDonald, C. 
Watkins, D. 
McGrath, D. C. 
‘Makin, N.. J. O, 
| Riley, sobs ; 
Charlton, M. 
Catts, J. H. 
Scag H. P. 


ley, J. G. 
.. Sir Robert: 
ler, J. M. 
La ond, Hector 


ir 


oster, Richard 
Rodgers, A. 8. 


That the papers be printed, and this House 
proves the statement made by the Prime 
linister on Tuesday, 23rd November, regard- 
1g the basic wage to be paid to employees 
n the Commonwealth Public Service, 
quests the Government forthwith to arrange 
for such amount to be paid as will be equi- 

table and just, alike to employees and the 
‘general public, and within the practical capa- 
bilities of the Commonwealth to defray—Pay- 
ent of such basic wage to be made as } from 
Ss November, 1920. 


hat the Paviiiteniaens Standing Com- 
er on Public Works have leave to continue 


er f the shipbuilding contract of Messrs. 
Widman and Mayoh referred to it on the 29th 


as possible. Therefore, 
x that it cannot conclude this inquiry 
“least another fortnight, I have 
pleasure In moving this motion in 
to obtain the consent of the House 
roposal to facilitate the wishes of 
ernment, aes Lia ipt the ae 


: presentation of this report of the Public " 


and 


know is whether, upon the receipt of the. . 


was asked to consider and ae 


proceed any further in the ‘matter. 
| Ships: Lire Ne to. sea. 


ment next AER Mase 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) ri, Kes ae unde 
stand that the honorable member f 
Dalley (Mr. Mahony), who is absent, and 
whose interests I wish to protect in his ab- 
sence, has raised the objection that tl 


Works Committee to the Governor-Gene- 
ral may deprive the House of the opp 
tunity of discussing it. er- 
stand that, although the report of the 
Committee is presented to the Govern 
General, it will be laid on the table of 
the House in the ordinary way when it 
meets again, and honorable members will 
have the qpportunity of discussing it? 
Mr. Grecory.—Most decidedly. ’ 
Mr. TUDOR.—1I am‘ anxious to know, 
also, whether the Government will pre 
coed to take action unon the report of. the 
Committee, and pay over the amount ° 
which the Committee may decide is a fair 
payment to be made to Messrs. Kidman 
and Mayoh for the two vessels they con- — 
tracted to build for the Commonwealth 
Government, or will the Government wait 
until the House has an opportunity. of | 
discussing the question ? ae 
Mr. Grecory.—The second portion of ce 
the report will not be presented until 
Parliament meets. : 
Mr. TUDOR.—I understand that bh 
two vessels were to be sold to Messrs. 
Burns, Philp, and Company for £90,000, 
and that this firm went back on its offer, 
in consequence of which Messrs. ‘Kidman 
and Mayoh want the Commonwealth to 
take over the ships at a price, 
Mr. Hucues.—We are obliged to take 
ever the boats. It is a contract. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I understand chee 
have to take them over at a price, but 
the Public Works Committee is to decid 
whether Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh hav 
fulfilled their contract. What I wish. 


2 


report from the Committee, the Govern 
ment will finalize the matter before th 
House has the Lid neacnia ik of Pate 
with it. 


ment will finalize the matter immediately 
upon the receipt of the report from the 
Public Works Committee, otherwise ii 
would be useless for the Committee _ to 


RA 
AS ate 
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Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh is not borne 
out by the contract, we must exercise our. 
discretion, and leave the firm to that 
remedy which the law provides. It al- 
ways has had its remedy at law, but when 
we put forward the sugcestion that the 
matter might be settled by arbitration, 
both parties agreed that the Public 
Works Committee should act as. arbi- 
trators. When they come to a decision, 
the ae must be paid over. 
Tupor.—wWill the first report of 
es Public Works Committee decide the, 
amount ? 
Mr. Grecory.—No. 

Mr. Tupor.—I shall vote for the 
motion if the report does not decide upon 
the amount to be paid. 

Mr. HUGHES:—I presume that the 
first report would say what is a fair 
amount to be paid, and whether the 
ships have been faithfully built, accord- 
ing.to the specifications laid down in the 
eontract. That is the very matter which 
has been submitted to the Public Works 
Committee by both parties; otherwise the 
point would have been argued out at law. 
If the matter had gone to law, whatever 
amount the Court fixed upon would have 
to be paid. 


_ Mr, McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [11.8]. 
—I was one of those who opposed the 
- submission of this matter to the Public 
Works Committee. Seeing that a law 
“suit was threatening, and that the con- 
testants have agreed that the Public 
Works Committee should act as arbi- 
trators, the procedure proposed by the 
Honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) is, I think, the correct one to 
adopt in the circumstances, but this 
House ought to have an opportunity of 
dealing with the report as soon as we 
meet again. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Minis- 
ter) {11.10].—I move— 

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until 
a date and hour to be fixed by Mr. Speaker, 
which time of meeting shall be notified to each 
member by telegram or letter. 

The House will probably be asked to meet 
in thesfirst or second week in March. 

Mr. Tupvor—That would be before 
Easter, which falls on the 26th March. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Leave of Absence. 


Mr. HUGHES.—Then the House will 
meet on the first sitting day after Easter. 
It would be of no use to meet shortly 
before Easter, merely to adjourn again. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. R 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


per 
¢ 


Motion (by Mr. Huenss) aren to— 


That leave of absence be given to ‘every 
member of the House of Representatives from 
the determination ~of this sitting of the House. 
to the date of its next sitting. : 


DEFENCE DEPARTMENT, 


AprLicaTION oF Basic WAGE TO’ Anaee 
Pay Corps—Recuiration oF AIR 
TraFrric — Insurance oF JUNIOR © 
Orricers—CoMPULSORY TRAINING. 


Mr. GROOM, by leave (for Sir Guan 
vitte Ryritr).—The honorable member — 
for West Sydney desired to ask to-day— 


Will the members of the Australian Army 
Pay Corps be entitled to increments arising — 
out of the fixing of a basic wage for Gove “) 
ment employees? ane 


The answer supplied is— 


The suggestion contained in the honorable — 
member’s question will be considered. 


Mr. GROOM, by leave (for Sir Crane 
vite Ryrr).—The honorable member 
for Wentworth (Mr. Marks) has eo 


question on the paper— 


To ask the Minister representing the Mine 
ter for Defence.—Now that the Commonwealth — 
has passed the necessary legislation for regu 
lating air traffic, will the’Government make — 
an urgent request to the various State Govern-— 
ments to pass the necessary legislation te hand” Es 
over the air control to the Commonwealth in- 
terms of the arrangement entered into at the 
last Premiers’ Conference. 


The answer supplied is— . 


A draft State Bill has been subineeeal by 
the Premier of. New South Wales, on behalf 
of the Conference of Premiers, and this has 
been accepted by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment. It is understood that the measure will 
be placed before the State Legislatures with © 
the least avoidable delay. Ee 


Mr. GROOM, by leave (for Sir Gran- a 
VILLE Ryrre) —The honorable member 
for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Cie fe 
man) asks— pepe | 


1. Is it a fact. that some of the setuinae fi a 
junior military officers who had err Keone : 


during f.4 : up 
] z an 1 the Gautier the) Jpremunts ‘paid? 
2 21s. it the intention of the Government, 
aving paid these premiums, ‘to insist on a 
fu nd oF the same? _ 


bers 


The « ) answer supplied i iss) ae 


a oe 2, Shortly after the outbreak of war, 

e Government decided, in the case of per- 
nanent military officers, that premiums on life 
irance policies taken out prior to the war 
ld be paid by the Commonwealth, but pre- 

s would not be paid on policies effected 

r the commencement of the war. In a few 
es, however, the premiums in respect of 
cies taken out after the ovtbreak of the 
ar were inadvertently paid by the Depart- 
a and in apes cases a refund is being 


amy 


‘ 

ar. GROOM, by. Jeane Ge Sir Gran- 
LE Ryrir) Bo the 23rd November 
e honorable member for Hunter Qt. 


a in the eat _mining hte ‘This 
ment has 1 no control _over the State 


mine managers | he the 


and endeavour bu arrange . 


ho were drilling in their plain 
- Tf Mr. Charlton will supply the 
f the boy who was prosecuted the 
Il be fully inquired into. 
exercised *to prevent friction. 
arlton will be advised of the result 
iries immediately & report of the 
me itioned in | the hase ee ae 


order. 


Every’ 


That all the intervening pauacee on be 
business-paper be postponed to enable noti 
of hana number 18 to be considered. . 


sion. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem 
ber is. too late. The motion has been ; 
negatived. ‘ 

Mr. Consrp1nz.—I thought that hon- 
orable members had withdrawn their 
position to the motion, and that is why 
I remained silent. ron 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I understood oe 
the call for a division was withdrawn, and _ 
I put the motion a second time, and it Val 
was negatived on the voices. — | 


- ADJ OURNMENT. 


Propuction or Paprrs—Rerrrement OF. 
CLERK ASSISTANT—-VALEDICTORY. 

Motion (by Mr. Hugues) proposed— — 

That the House do now adjourn, a 

Mr. Consip1ne.—I_ rise.to a point ae 
Am I not to be given a division ; 
on /my motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—tThe honorable mem. 
ber is too late. 
for a division. 

Mr. ConsipineE.—We did call for a 
division. 

Mr, SPEAKER.—I was infanied hae, 
the call for a division was withdrawn, 
and I again put the question, and de- 
clared it negatived on the voices. 

Mr. Prowsr.—May I ask that he 
House will now ‘consider general busines: 
Order of the Day No. 9? | ite: 

Mr. ‘SPEAKER. —Order ! The ques 
tion is that the House do now adjourn 

Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [11.15]. 
I want to refer to the decision of ies GS 


posta Dep cthiont but, if thera! is ee - 
thing likely to create suspicion in #1 

puic mind, it is the refusal to consid 

motion sabeuited by the honorable chem He 
ber for Barrier (Mr. Considine), in ahien 
he asks for the production of papers deal-_ 
ing with what. he describes as ‘‘ the forged i 
telegram _ incident. ap cena Ms Government ge. 


BHI to have allowed the xnotion to pass ; 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 
orable member cannot: debate a decision 


of the House. se 


He should have called a 
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Mr. GREGORY.—I was speaking on 
the motion for the adjournment of the 
House. 1 shall say only that there is 
nothing more likely to create suspicion 
in the public mind than a refusal on the 
part of the Administration to allow de- 
partmental papers to be produced. 

Mr. SPHAKER.—Order! 


_ Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Postmaster- 
General) [11.17].—Referring to the re- 


marks made by the honorable member for / 


Dampier 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member will not be in order in con- 
tinuing that discussion. | 
Mr. Wisr.—The whole matter was 
discussed on the 17th November. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I wish to take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity, if honor- 
able members will permit me, before 
putting the motion, to say a word or 
two. 

I desire to inform honorable members 
that this is the last occasion, in all pro- 
bability, on which Mr. Woollard, the 
Clerk Assistant, will officiate in this 
Chamber, it being that gentleman’s in- 
tention to retire from his position in Feb- 
ruary next, when he will have reached the 
retiring age. 

In making this announcement, I may 
state that Mr. Woollard joined the Vic- 
torian Public Service on the lst May, 
1278, over 42 years ago, and became an 
officer of the Victorian Legislative Coun- 
ceil in 1893, in which year he was ap- 
pointed Clerk of the Records and Usher 
of that House, 

At the inauguration of the Common- 
wea'th Parliament in 1901, he was ap- 
pointed Serjeant-at-Arms and Clerk of 
Committees of this House. In 1917 he 
was promoted to be Clerk Assistant. 

T wesh to take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing regret that Parliament will, by 
the retirement of Mr. Woollard, lose the 
services of one of its most valuable and 
capable officers, whose urbanity and 
courtesy, allied to his efficient perform- 
ance of the responsible duties entailed by 
his office are, I think. recognised and 
appreciated by honorable members gene- 
rally. 

Honoraste Mempers.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I am sure I am only 
expressing the unanimous wish of honor- 
_ able members when I say I hope he will 

have many more years of life yet. before 
him to enjoy his well-earned rest, from 


Adjournment. [REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment. 


active duty—duty which, in the case of 
officers of this Chamber, involves, not — 
only work of a very exacting nature, but © 
often extremely long hours of attendance, 
HonoraBLe Mempers.—Hear, hear! ” 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.19]—_May 1 
say, on behalf of honorable members on 
this side, many of whom have been in © 
this House for a good many years with 
Mr. Woollard, that the sentiments yo 
have expressed ably represent our feelings 
towards him, as well as to the other officers © 
of this House. I desire to add that 
not only to you but to the Chairman of 
Committees, and to all the officers of the 
House, members of this party are grate. 
ful for the way in which they have been 
treated. In conclusion, I wish you, Mr. 
Speaker, and them, a Merry Christmas ~ 
and a Happy New Year! aes 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [11.21]. 
—It must have come as a shock to practi- 
cally every member of the House to learn 
that we are about to lose our friend, Mr. — 
Woollard, and especially that his retire- 
ment is due to the reasons mentioned by ~ 
you, Mr. Speaker. The Clerk-Assistant ~ 
appears to be good for at least another ten — 
years of solid and faithful work. Eyery — 
honorable member who has come into con- — 
tact with that offiicer—I care not on what — 
side of the House he may sit—has found © 
Mr. Woollard ready and willing to give 
him every possible assistance. He has © 
been indeed a personal friend to honor- — 
able members. I deeply regret that he is 
retiring from his position. I, for one, 
shall miss his advice, and the assistance’ 
which he has always so cheerfully placed 
at the service of honorable members. I 
join with you, sir, and with the honor- 
able member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) mm 
hoping that Mr. Woollard may long en- 
joy his well-earned rest. ae mee 
May I take the opportunity, on behalf 
of the party which I have the honour 
to lead, to thank you, Mr. Speaker, ana 
the officers of the House generally, fo 
the very kind and ab'e assistance given to 
us at all times. May I say, as one who 
this session has made his advent as leader 
of a party, that I thank members of the 
Ministry, and honorable members on all 
sides of the House for the courtesy they 
have extended to our new party. We 
have done our best to live up to the prin- 
ciples which we have advocated. — et 
Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [11.23]. — 
—I regret to obtrude a matter of business ‘ 
at this stage, but, since it is urgent, I 


he trust that [1 Jy may ah Gxeused: for so Sdobies 


ertain Seep of the Public Service 


place to a Riven lae sehich, they have) re: 
ceived, which is regarded as objectionable. 
ue pes I think that it is objection- 

. Tt has been issued by the Acting 
Lp nea 


; pee he hepa President of the Arbitration 
i ~ Court for the granting of new allowances to 
operate as from the lst July, 1920, to meet in- 
ereased cost of living, I have to state it is 
a : necessary that all widowers and married 
officers submit evidence of marriage, and it is 
- -_ aecordingly requested that immediate steps be 
| taken by you to obtain from all widowers and 
married officers in your branch their marriage 
certificates for notation by the Department. 
+The certificates should be forwarded under 
a confidential cover to the Staff Section, accom- 
{panied by a list of names and designations of 
_ the officers concerned, and special care must 
be taken to see that the documents are duly 
delivered. The certificates will be returned 
immediately after notation. 

a Officers between twenty-one and twenty-five 

+ years of age who have already produced mar- 
- Tiage certificates are not required to again 

“submit them. 
ene matter ntust be treated as urgent. 

a ay ‘ (Signed ) JAMES MAson. 
AE think that the word of officers as to 
-whether’or not they are married should 
be accepted, and that they should not be 

_ Fequired to produce to any officer of the 

Department documents which are of a 


c _ peculiarly confidential and personal 
ae ih 
Mr. Bowpen.*—A Naslavat on of the 


date of marriage would do equally well. 
Mr. BRENNAN.—As the honorable 
_ member says, a declaration, if solemn 
proof is required in this matter, should 
be sufficient. Everybody knows that a 
marriage certificate contains a number of 
personal details Which it may not be de- 
ired to disclose to departmental officers, 
for that matter, to any one else. The 
‘production of these certificates is surely 
aca: and the Betti ene be 


oT am “upon my feet, and although i 
ot represent any ‘party in particular, 
eing that the party speaks through my 
noured Leader the honorable pau 


regret. ehhh’. we feel at the pedspect 
ing our friend, Mr. Woollard. 


to which the honorable member for Bat- 


| e have had a most, strenuous session, 


stated of us, I am sure we have all tried 
to do our duty. We have had to submit 
to your judgment, Mr. Speaker, in all 
things; and if I have broken the Stand- 
ing Orders, and have had to be called 
to order by you, I ask you to accept my 
solemn assurance that, though you may 
have a faithful record of the number of 
times I have broken the Standing Orders, 
you can have no idea at all of the number — 
of times I have resisted my desire to do 7 
so. I hope I shall get full credit for 
that. Although we have all sought for 
perfection, none of us,-I fear, has 
attained it, unless, perhaps, you your- 
self, sir, may provide the sole exception. 
Honorable members have to submit to 
your judgment, while you, of course, 
have also to submit to your own judg: ‘ 
ment; and that, perhaps, will eget 

for your success. : * 


The Prime Minister has been oul, , 
of introducing an inharmonious note to 


_this House, but I must say that he has. | 


done so very rarely; indeed, only when — 
even he has come into the Chamber. | 


‘The Treasurer has been less fortunate, 


but more industrious, and so I con- 
gratulate him, too. In spite of the 

unkind things my opponents have said © 

about me—I hope not sincerely—I have > 

nothing but the best of goodwill fowdrda a 
them, I trust that they will mend thee e 
ways in the future, and I will undertake — 
to do my best to amend my own. [ 
hope we shall all experience a very happy 
Christmas and that we and all the citi- 
zens of this country shall enjoy a pros- 
perous New Year. As for ourselves, 
much as we may differ in politics, I trust 
that we shall all meet again, at any rate 
until. the next elections. 


Mr. HUGHES Bede hen: er 
ter and Attorney-General) [11. 28].—I 


man (Mr. Brennan): has just referred 
but I shall make inquiries and consider 
what the honorable member has said. 


I wish to say, on behalf of the Gover 
ment and of honorable members on thi 
side of the House, how very much we re 
gret that the Clerk Assistant (Mr. Wool- 
lard) is about to leave us. ‘The news 
comes as a very great surprise to me. . 
I were compelled to choose whom I would’ 
Mig a » removed from eR ae 
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I have known that gentleman for twenty 


| years, and I think that I can ‘say, with 


Heaven, 


the honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 
Tudor), that it would .be inconceivable 
if any man should say that he had ever 
chad any cause of complaint concerning 
Mr. Woollard. A more courteous and 
more obliging gentleman and a more 
competent officer never lived. I speak 
feelingly. It will be a source of sincere 
regret to all who have known him for go 
long to see his place vacant. I hope 
that all manner of good things will 
come to him, and that in his leisure he 
will be able to°recall some of those inspir- 
ing scenes in regard to which he has been 
an onlooker, and in which, no doubt, he 
has thanked Almighty God that he was 
not a participator, . 


I wish to tender,'on behalf of this Par- 
liament—and here, surely, I may speak 
Tor all—my very hearty thanks to all the 
officers of the House. I need hardly say, 
Sir, that we include you when thanking 
others for the manner in which they have 
carried out their duties. It has been a 
trying session, and when I look on those 
patient and enduring men who record 
what we say, or what we endeavour to 
say, I think that if there is to be a 
special reservation high above the Seventh 
they. will surely ‘inherit it. 
Their duties are most trying. The Prin- 
cipal Parliamentary “Reporter (Mr. 
Friend), who has been with us from the 
beginning, has done his work in such a 
way that, looking back over a period of 
twenty years, not one of us in that time 
has ever had occasion to complain. 


An HonoRABLE Memper.—Hear, Hear ! 


Mr. HUGHES.—Mr. Friend has or- 
ganized and leads a most competent 
staff, and, with’ the © experience I 


have had in other parliaments, I say 
deliberately that his is the most effi- 


cent Hansard staff in Australia. Indeed, 


I think it will compare more than favor- 
ably with any in the world. To the mes- 
sengers and other officers I tender my 
thanks, They, too, play their part, and 
strive to do their duty. We wish them 
well. I wish the officers and staff of the 
House every good thing for the coming 
Christmas season, and in the New Year 
I hope I may, without completely blight- 


_ Ing or withering mv friends on the other 


. side, wish them well also. 


: j 


os 


a; 


little differences, Where would we be 


~ ; 


“Adjournment. — (REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjdurnment. 


them. I take this opportunity of wishi 


e have our . 


/ We es 
without them? The interjections of 
honorable member for Batman (Mr. Br 
nan), which I do not always cateh, a: 
source of unending delight to me, 
when I offered him an hour or so ago . 
to assassinate two members of this Che 
ber who persisted in prolonging this” 
ting he absolutely refused to unde ak 
the business. And yet there are carp 
spirits who say lawyers are an ayari 
and unscrupulous tribe! We have all 
trying time. We have endeavoured, 
one in our own way, to do our duty, 
it will be in the fullness of time fo: 
people to judge each one of us. I wis 
every member of the House the comp! 
ments of the season. I wish every office 
the same. May I express the earne 
hope that we all meet again, ou 
health and spirits benefited through th 
temporary respite from our labours. ~ 
trust that we shall return to duty pre 
pared to make the Tariff, amongst oth 
things, a Tariff at which every nat 
will pluck out their eyes with envy, a 
that we shall be able to say that we he 
solved one of the most difficult problems 
on earth. 


Mr, SPEAKER (Hon‘ Sir Elliot John 
son ).—On my own behalf, and on behalf 
of the officers, the messengers, 2nd othe: 
employees of the House, I desire to « 
press my. appreciation of the rema: 
which have,been made by the right he 
orable the Prime Minister (Mr. Hugh 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr 
Tudor), the honorable member for Frrai k 
lin (Mr. McWilliams), and the honorabl 
member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) 
desire to tender to the officers, and 
associated with this establishment, 
thanks for their untiring attention du 
the 


recent session. JI» would also 
to. offer to honorddle members — 
congratulations on the  conelu 


of their labours for the time be 
and on their retirement to a well-earnec 
rest. I also express the hope that wh 

they return to their duties next year 
will come fortified with renewed streng 
and vigour, prepared to carry out the 
portant work which still lies ahead 


to one and all a merry Christmas ané¢ 

happy New Year. ae 
Honorasie Mempers.—Hear, hear 
Question resolved in the affirmati 


House adjourned at 11.35 p.m. 


Blundell, 


Burchell, 
M.C. 
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‘William AN 
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.. Bourke (V.) 
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C 


eae, J ohn, Fremantle (W.A.) 
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